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Introduction 


I have chosen these selections to assist in studying the unfoldment of the Bahá'í Covenant 
and the major events in the development of the Faith. Sections 3-8 roughly follow the growth 
of the Faith chronologically. 

The readings reflect my own personal taste and are certainly not comprehensive indeed 
they comprise but a tiny fraction of the abundance of material available. I hope that they 
will inspire further reading, study, and deepening. Some of the selections are longer than the 
traditionally short excerpts contained in some other compilations. The reader should not be 
deterred by this, but rather should take this as a challenge and an opportunity to become 
acquainted with some of the wonderful literature of our Faith, and eventually to read and 
study the originals in their entirety. There are reasons for the Central Figures of our Faith, 
the Guardian, and the Universal House of Justice on the one hand to choose to expound at 
length on certain subjects, and on the other hand to “clothe” other insights “in the garment 
of brevity.” 

You will find it helpful to have a regular as well as a Bahá'í dictionary or glossary nearby. 
It might be more effective to study in a group, so that you can work together to deepen 
your understanding, share your knowledge, and use other sources to answer questions on 
terminology and history that will inevitably arise during your readings. In particular, some 
extremely useful references to have on hand are: 


1. God Passes By, by Shoghi Effendi. The definitive history of the Faith from the pen of 
the Guardian. 


2. The World Order of Bahá'u'lláh, by Shoghi Effendi. A collection of truly inspiring 
letters of the Guardian, containing in particular The Dispensation of Bahá’u’lláh which 
elaborates on the fundamental verities of the Faith. 


3. Messages from the Universal House of Justice 1963-1986. An invaluable reference for 
the unfoldment of the Cause after 1963. 


4. The Dawnbreakers, by Nabil. The enthralling history of the birth of the Faith, trans- 
lated by Shoghi Effendi. 


5. Robe of Light, by David Ruhe. A stirring account of Bahá'u'lláh's early years. 


6. The Bab; Bahá’u’lláh, King of Glory; and ‘Abdu’l-Baha, three books by H. M. Balyuzi. 
Good biographies of these Central Figures. 


7. The Revelation of Bahá'u'lláh (four volumes), by Adib Taherzadeh. A comprehensive 
overview of the Writings of Bahá'u'lláh, set in the context of the events in His life. 


8. The Covenant of Bahá'u'lláh, by Adib Taherzadeh. A detailed commentary on the 
significance of the Covenant. 


9. A Basic Bahá'í Chronology, by Glenn Cameron and Wendi Momen. What happened 
when. 


10. A Basic Baha’i Dictionary, by Wendi Momen. Definitions and explanations of many 
terms used in the Faith. 


11. Bahá'u'lláh and the New Era, by J. E. Esslemont. The classic introduction to the 
Faith, which will always amaze you by the amount of information that is packed in. 


I am most grateful for reference materials produced by the National Education Com- 
mittee, in which some of these selections appear, and for the wealth of Bahá'í resources 
accessible electronically. 

In particular I found the website TrueSeeker (http: //sunsite.unc.edu/Bahai/TrueSeeker), 
as well as the various websites offering the Bahá'í Writings online, to be invaluable. I also 
recommend to the reader the wonderful website Ocean, www.bahai-education.org/ocean, for 
an impressive collection of online religious texts, Bahá í and otherwise, and the Baha’i Ref- 
erence Library, reference.bahai.org/en, established by the Baha’i International Community. 
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The Majestic Process 


Then, and only then will the vast, the majestic process, set in motion at the 
dawn of the Adamic cycle, attain its consummation—a process which commenced 
six thousand years ago, with the planting, in the soil of the divine will, of the 
tree of divine revelation, and which has already passed through certain stages 
and must needs pass through still others ere it attains its final consummation. 

The first part of this process was the slow and steady growth of this tree of 
divine revelation, successively putting forth its branches, shoots and offshoots, 
and revealing its leaves, buds and blossoms, as a direct consequence of the light 
and warmth imparted to it by a series of progressive dispensations associated 
with Moses, Zoroaster, Buddha, Jesus, Muhammad and other Prophets, and of 
the vernal showers of blood shed by countless martyrs in their path. 

The second part of this process was the fruition of this tree, “that belongeth 
neither to the East nor to the West,” when the Bab appeared as the perfect fruit 
and declared His mission in the Year Sixty [1844] in the city of Shiraz. 

The third part was the grinding of this sacred seed, of infinite preciousness 
and potency, in the mill of adversity, causing it to yield its oil, six years later, in 
the city of Tabriz [1850]. 

The fourth part was the ignition of this oil by the hand of Providence in 
the depths and amidst the darkness of the Síyáh-Chál of Tihrán a hundred years 
ago [1852]. 

The fifth, was the clothing of that flickering light, which had scarcely pene- 
trated the adjoining territory of Iraq, in the lamp of revelation, after an eclipse 
lasting no less than ten years, in the city of Baghdad [1863]. 

The sixth, was the spread of the radiance of that light, shining with added 
brilliancy in its crystal globe in Adrianople [1863-1868], and later on in the 
fortress town of 'Akká [1868-1877], to thirteen countries in the Asiatic and 
African continents. 

The seventh was its projection, from the Most Great Prison, in the course 
of the ministry of the Center of the Covenant [1892-1921], across the seas and 
the shedding of its illumination upon twenty sovereign states and dependencies 
in the American, the European, and Australian continents. 

The eighth part of that process was the diffusion of that same light in the 
course of the first, and the opening years of the second, epoch of the Formative 
Age of the Faith [1921-1953], over ninety-four sovereign states, dependencies and 
islands of the planet, as a result of the prosecution of a series of national plans, 


initiated by eleven national spiritual assemblies throughout the Bahá'í world, 
utilizing the agencies of a newly emerged, divinely appointed Administrative 
Order, and which has now culminated in the one hundredth anniversary of the 
birth of Bahá'u'lláh's Mission. 

The ninth part of this process—the stage we are now entering [1953|—is the 
further diffusion of that same light over one hundred and thirty-one additional 
territories and islands in both the Eastern and Western Hemispheres, through 
the operation of a decade-long world spiritual crusade whose termination will, 
God willing, coincide with the Most Great Jubilee commemorating the centenary 
of the declaration of Bahá'u'lláh in Baghdad. 

And finally the tenth part of this mighty process [1963-] must be the pene- 
tration of that light, in the course of numerous crusades and of successive epochs 
of both the Formative and Golden Ages of the Faith, into all the remaining ter- 
ritories of the globe through the erection of the entire machinery of Bahá'u'lláh's 
Administrative Order in all territories, both East and West, the stage at which 
the light of God's triumphant Faith shining in all its power and glory will have 
suffused and enveloped the entire planet. 

—Shoghi Effendi, May 4, 1953, Messages to the Bahá'í World, p. 153-155, 
quoted in Messages from the Universal House of Justice 1963-1986, pp. 152-153 


The divinely propelled process, described in such awe-inspiring words by our 
beloved Guardian, which began six thousand years ago at the dawn of the Adamic 
cycle and which is destined to culminate in “the stage at which the light of 
God's triumphant Faith shining in all its power and glory will have suffused and 
enveloped the entire planet," is now entering its tenth and last part. 

The Ten Year Crusade, so recently consummated in a blaze of victory and 
rejoicing, constituted the entire ninth part of this process. It saw the Cause of 
God leap forward in one mighty decade-long effort to the point at which the 
foundations of its Administrative Order were laid throughout the world, thus 
preparing the way for that awakening of the masses which must characterize the 
future progress of the Faith. 

— The Universal House of Justice, April 1964, Messages from the Universal 
House of Justice 1963-1986, p. 31 


2.1 


2.2 


God, Man, and Manifestations 


Nature of God 


To every discerning and illuminated heart it is evident that God, the un- 
knowable Essence, the Divine Being, is immensely exalted beyond every human 
attribute, such as corporeal existence, ascent and descent, egress and regress.... 
He is, and hath ever been, veiled in the ancient eternity of His Essence, and will 
remain in His Reality everlastingly hidden írom the sight of men.... 

— Bahá'u'lláh, Gleanings from the Writings of Bahá'u'lláh, pp. 46-47 


All-praise to the unity of God, and all-honor to Him, the sovereign Lord, the 
incomparable and all-glorious Ruler of the universe, Who, out of utter nothing- 
ness, hath created the reality of all things, Who, from naught, hath brought into 
being the most refined and subtle elements of His creation, and Who, rescuing 
His creatures from the abasement of remoteness and the perils of ultimate ex- 
tinction, hath received them into His kingdom of incorruptible glory. Nothing 
short of His all-encompassing grace, His all-pervading mercy, could have possibly 
achieved it. How could it, otherwise, have been possible for sheer nothingness to 
have acquired by itself the worthiness and capacity to emerge from its state of 
non-existence into the realm of being? 

— Bahá'u'lláh, Gleanings from the Writings of Bahá'u'lláh, pp. 64-65 


How bewildering to me, insignificant as I am, is the attempt to fathom the 
sacred depths of Thy knowledge! How futile my efforts to visualize the magnitude 
of the power inherent in Thine handiwork—the revelation of Thy creative power! 
How can mine eye, which hath no faculty to perceive itself, claim to have discerned 
Thine Essence, and how can mine heart, already powerless to apprehend the 
significance of its own potentialities, pretend to have comprehended Thy nature? 
How can I claim to have known Thee, when the entire creation is bewildered by 
Thy mystery, and how can I confess not to have known Thee, when, lo, the whole 
universe proclaimeth Thy Presence and testifieth to Thy truth? 

— Bahá'u'lláh, Gleanings from the Writings of Bahá'u'lláh, p. 63 


Nature of Man 


O Son Of Man! Veiled in My immemorial being and in the ancient eternity 
of My essence, I knew My love for thee; therefore I created thee, have engraved 
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2.5 


on thee Mine image and revealed to thee My beauty. 
—BBahá'u'lláh, The Hidden Words of Bahá'u'lláh #3 from the Arabic, p. 4 


O Son Of Man! I loved thy creation, hence 1 created thee. Wherefore, do 
thou love Me, that [ may name thy name and fill thy soul with the spirit of life. 
Bahá'u'lláh, The Hidden Words of Bahá'u'lláh #4 from the Arabic, p. 4 


O Son Of Being! With the hands of power Í made thee and with the fingers 
of strength I created thee; and within thee have I placed the essence of My light. 
Be thou content with it and seek naught else, for My work is perfect and My 
command is binding. Question it not, nor have a doubt thereof. 

—Baha’u’llah, The Hidden Words of Bahá'u'lláh #12 from the Arabic, p. 6 


Whatever is in the heavens and whatever is on the earth is a direct evidence of 
the revelation within it of the attributes and names of God, inasmuch as within 
every atom are enshrined the signs that bear eloquent testimony to the revelation 
of that most great Light. Methinks, but for the potency of that revelation, no 
being could ever exist. How resplendent the luminaries of knowledge that shine 
in an atom, and how vast the oceans of wisdom that surge within a drop! To 
a supreme degree is this true of man, who, among all created things, hath been 
invested with the robe of such gifts, and hath been singled out for the glory of 
such distinction. For in him are potentially revealed all the attributes and names 
of God to a degree that no other created being hath excelled or surpassed. All 
these names and attributes are applicable to him. Even as He hath said: “Man is 
My mystery, and I am his mystery."...In this connection, He Who is the eternal 
King—may the souls of all that dwell within the mystic Tabernacle be a sacrifice 
unto Him—hath spoken: “He hath known God who hath known himself.” 

—Baha’u ll4h, Gleanings from the Writings of Bahá’u’lláh, pp. 177-178 


Purpose of Man 


Having created the world and all that liveth and moveth therein, He, through 
the direct operation of His unconstrained and sovereign Will, chose to confer 
upon man the unique distinction and capacity to know Him and to love Him—a 
capacity that must needs be regarded as the generating impulse and the primary 
purpose underlying the whole of creation.... Upon the inmost reality of each and 
every created thing He hath shed the light of one of His names, and made it a 


2.4 


recipient of the glory of one of His attributes. Upon the reality of man, however, 
He hath focused the radiance of all of His names and attributes, and made it a 
mirror of His own Self. Alone of all created things man hath been singled out for 
so great a favor, so enduring a bounty. 

— Bahá'u'lláh, Gleanings from the Writings of Bahá'u'lláh, p. 65 


I bear witness, O my God, that Thou hast created me to know Thee and to 
worship Thee. I testify, at this moment, to my powerlessness and to Thy might, 
to my poverty and to Thy wealth. There is none other God but Thee, the Help 
in Peril, the Self-Subsisting. 

— Bahá'u'lláh, Short Obligatory Prayer, Baha’i Prayers, p. 3 


Purpose of the Manifestations 


And since there can be no tie of direct intercourse to bind the one true God 
with His creation, and no resemblance whatever can exist between the transient 
and the Eternal, the contingent and the Absolute, He hath ordained that in every 
age and dispensation a pure and stainless Soul be made manifest in the kingdoms 
of earth and heaven. 

— Bahá'u'lláh, Gleanings from the Writings of Bahá'u'lláh, p. 66 


The door of the knowledge of the Ancient of Days being thus closed in the 
face of all beings, the Source of infinite grace ... hath caused those luminous 
Gems of Holiness to appear out of the realm of the spirit, in the noble form of 
the human temple, and be made manifest unto all men, that they may impart 
unto the world the mysteries of the unchangeable Being, and tell of the subtleties 
of His imperishable Essence. 

These sanctified Mirrors, these Day Springs of ancient glory, are, one and 
all, the Exponents on earth of Him Who is the central Orb of the universe, its 
Essence and ultimate Purpose. From Him proceed their knowledge and power; 
from Him is derived their sovereignty. The beauty of their countenance is but a 
reflection of His image, and their revelation a sign of His deathless glory. They 
are the Treasuries of Divine knowledge, and the Repositories of celestial wisdom. 
Through them is transmitted a grace that is infinite, and by them is revealed 
the Light that can never fade.... These Tabernacles of Holiness, these Primal 
Mirrors which reflect the light of unfading glory, are but expressions of Him Who 
is the Invisible of the Invisibles. By the revelation of these Gems of Divine virtue 
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all the names and attributes of God, such as knowledge and power, sovereignty 
and dominion, mercy and wisdom, glory, bounty, and grace, are made manifest. 
— Bahá'u'lláh, Gleanings from the Writings of Bahá'u'lláh, pp. 47—48 


These Essences of Detachment, these resplendent Realities are the channels 
of God’s all-pervasive grace. Led by the light of unfailing guidance, and invested 
with supreme sovereignty, They are commissioned to use the inspiration of Their 
words, the effusions of Their infallible grace and the sanctifying breeze of Their 
Revelation for the cleansing of every longing heart and receptive spirit from the 
dross and dust of earthly cares and limitations. Then, and only then, will the 
Trust of God, latent in the reality of man, emerge, as resplendent as the rising 
Orb of Divine Revelation, from behind the veil of concealment, and implant the 
ensign of its revealed glory upon the summits of men’s hearts. 

— Bahá'u'lláh, Gleanings from the Writings of Bahá'u'lláh, p. 67 


Twofold Nature of the Manifestation 


Unto this subtle, this mysterious and ethereal Being He hath assigned a 
twofold nature; the physical, pertaining to the world of matter, and the spiritual, 
which is born of the substance of God Himself. He hath, moreover, conferred 
upon Him a double station. The first station, which is related to His innermost 
reality, representeth Him as One Whose voice is the voice of God Himself. To 
this testifieth the tradition: “Manifold and mysterious is My relationship with 
God. I am He, Himself, and He is I, Myself, except that I am that I am, and He 
is that He is." And in like manner, the words: “Arise, O Muhammad, for lo, the 
Lover and the Beloved are joined together and made one in Thee.” He similarly 
saith: “There is no distinction whatsoever between Thee and Them, except that 
They are Thy Servants.” The second station is the human station, exemplified 
by the following verses: “I am but a man like you.” “Say, praise be to my Lord! 
Am I more than a man, an apostle?” 

—Baha’u’ll4h, Gleanings from the Writings of Bahá'u'lláh, pp. 66-67 


Stations of the Manifestation 


Were any of the all-embracing Manifestations of God to declare: “I am God,” 
He, verily, speaketh the truth, and no doubt attacheth thereto. For it hath 
been repeatedly demonstrated that through their Revelation, their attributes and 
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names, the Revelation of God, His names and His attributes, are made manifest 
in the world. Thus, He hath revealed: “Those shaíts were God's, not Thine.” 
And also He saith: “In truth, they who plighted fealty unto Thee, really plighted 
that fealty unto God.” And were any of them to voice the utterance, “I am the 
Messenger of God," He, also, speaketh the truth, the indubitable truth. Even 
as He saith: “Muhammad is not the father of any man among you, but He is 
the Messenger of God." Viewed in this light, they are all but Messengers of that 
ideal King, that unchangeable Essence. And were they all to proclaim, “I am 
the Seal of the Prophets,” they, verily, utter but the truth, beyond the faintest 
shadow of doubt. For they are all but one person, one soul, one spirit, one being, 
one revelation. They are all the manifestation of the “Beginning” and the “End,” 
the “First” and the “Last,” the “Seen” and the “Hidden” —all of which pertain 
to Him Who is the Innermost Spirit of Spirits and Eternal Essence of Essences. 
And were they to say, “We are the Servants of God,” this also is a manifest 
and indisputable fact. For they have been made manifest in the uttermost state 
of servitude, a servitude the like of which no man can possibly attain. Thus 
in moments in which these Essences of Being were deep immersed beneath the 
oceans of ancient and everlasting holiness, or when they soared to the loftiest 
summits of Divine mysteries, they claimed their utterances to be the Voice of 
Divinity, the Call of God Himself. 

Were the eye of discernment to be opened, it would recognize that in this 
very state, they have considered themselves utterly effaced and non-existent in 
the face of Him Who is the All-Pervading, the Incorruptible. Methinks, they 
have regarded themselves as utter nothingness, and deemed their mention in 
that Court an act of blasphemy. For the slightest whispering of self within 
such a Court is an evidence of self-assertion and independent existence. In the 
eyes of them that have attained unto that Court, such a suggestion is itself a 
grievous transgression. How much more grievous would it be, were aught else to 
be mentioned in that Presence, were man’s heart, his tongue, his mind, or his 
soul, to be busied with any one but the Well-Beloved, were his eyes to behold any 
countenance other than His beauty, were his ear to be inclined to any melody 
but His Voice, and were his feet to tread any way but His way.... 

By virtue of this station they have claimed for themselves the Voice of Di- 
vinity and the like, whilst by virtue of their station of Messengership, they have 
declared themselves the Messengers of God. In every instance they have voiced 
an utterance that would conform to the requirements of the occasion, and have 
ascribed all these declarations to Themselves, declarations ranging from the realm 
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of Divine Revelation to the realm of creation, and from the domain of Divinity 
even unto the domain of earthly existence. Thus it is that whatsoever be their 
utterance, whether it pertain to the realm of Divinity, Lordship, Prophethood, 
Messengership, Guardianship, Apostleship, or Servitude, all is true, beyond the 
shadow of a doubt. Therefore these sayings which We have quoted in support 
of Our argument must be attentively considered, that the divergent utterances 
of the Manifestations of the Unseen and Day Springs of Holiness may cease to 
agitate the soul and perplex the mind. 
—Bahá' u'lláh, Gleanings from the Writings of Bahá'u'lláh, pp. 54-56 


Manifestations as One, Yet Distinct 


The Bearers of the Trust of God are made manifest unto the peoples of the 
earth as the Exponents of a new Cause and the Revealers of a new Message. 
Inasmuch as these Birds of the celestial Throne are all sent down from the heaven 
of the Will of God, and as they all arise to proclaim His irresistible Faith, they, 
therefore, are regarded as one soul and the same person. For they all drink from 
the one Cup of the love of God, and all partake of the fruit of the same Tree of 
Oneness. 

These Manifestations of God have each a twofold station. One is the station 
of pure abstraction and essential unity. In this respect, if thou callest them all 
by one name, and dost ascribe to them the same attributes, thou hast not erred 
from the truth. Even as He hath revealed: “No distinction do We make between 
any of His Messengers.” For they, one and all, summon the people of the earth to 
acknowledge the unity of God, and herald unto them the Kawthar of an infinite 
grace and bounty. They are all invested with the robe of prophethood, and 
are honored with the mantle of glory. Thus hath Muhammad, the Point of the 
Our án, revealed: “I am all the Prophets.” Likewise, He saith: “I am the first 
Adam, Noah, Moses, and Jesus.” Similar statements have been made by Imám 
‘Alf. Sayings such as these, which indicate the essential unity of those Exponents 
of Oneness, have also emanated from the Channels of God’s immortal utterance, 
and the Treasuries of the gems of Divine knowledge, and have been recorded in 
the Scriptures. These Countenances are the recipients of the Divine Command, 
and the Day Springs of His Revelation. This Revelation is exalted above the 
veils of plurality and the exigencies of number. Thus He saith: “Our Cause is 
but One.” Inasmuch as the Cause is one and the same, the Exponents thereof 
also must needs be one and the same. Likewise, the Imáms of the Muhammadan 
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Faith, those lamps of certitude, have said: “Muhammad is our first, Muhammad 
is our last, Muhammad our all.” 

It is clear and evident to thee that all the Prophets are the Temples of the 
Cause of God, Who have appeared clothed in divers attire. If thou wilt observe 
with discriminating eyes, thou wilt behold Them all abiding in the same taberna- 
cle, soaring in the same heaven, seated upon the same throne, uttering the same 
speech, and proclaiming the same Faith. Such is the unity of those Essences 
of Being, those Luminaries of infinite and immeasurable splendor! Wherefore, 
should one of these Manifestations of Holiness proclaim saying: “I am the return 
of all the Prophets,” He, verily, speaketh the truth. In like manner, in every 
subsequent Revelation, the return of the former Revelation is a fact, the truth of 
which is firmly established. ... 

The other station is the station of distinction, and pertaineth to the world of 
creation, and to the limitations thereof. In this respect, each Manifestation of 
God hath a distinct individuality, a definitely prescribed mission, a predestined 
revelation, and specially designated limitations. Each one of them is known by a 
different name, is characterized by a special attribute, fulfils a definite mission, 
and is entrusted with a particular Revelation. Even as He saith: “Some of the 
Apostles We have caused to excel the others. To some God hath spoken, some 
He hath raised and exalted. And to Jesus, Son of Mary, We gave manifest signs, 
and We strengthened Him with the Holy Spirit.” 

It is because of this difference in their station and mission that the words and 
utterances flowing from these Well Springs of Divine knowledge appear to diverge 
and differ. Otherwise, in the eyes of them that are initiated into the mysteries 
of Divine wisdom, all their utterances are, in reality, but the expressions of one 
Truth. As most of the people have failed to appreciate those stations to which 
We have referred, they, therefore, feel perplexed and dismayed at the varying 
utterances pronounced by Manifestations that are essentially one and the same. 

It hath ever been evident that all these divergencies of utterance are at- 
tributable to differences of station. Thus, viewed from the standpoint of their 
oneness and sublime detachment, the attributes of Godhead, Divinity, Supreme 
Singleness, and Inmost Essence, have been, and are applicable to those Essences 
of Being, inasmuch as they all abide on the throne of Divine Revelation, and are 
established upon the seat of Divine Concealment. Through their appearance the 
Revelation of God is made manifest, and by their countenance the Beauty of God 
is revealed. Thus it is that the accents of God Himself have been heard uttered 
by these Manifestations of the Divine Being. 
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Viewed in the light of their second station—the station of distinction, dif- 
ferentiation, temporal limitations, characteristics and standards—they manifest 
absolute servitude, utter destitution, and complete self-effacement. Even as He 
saith: “I am the servant of God. I am but a man like you.” 

— Bahá'u'lláh, Gleanings from the Writings of Bahá’u’lláh, pp. 50-54 
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3.1 


3.2 


The Bab 


Birth of the Bab 


The Bab, whose name was Siyyid ‘Ali-Muhammad, was born in the city of 
Shiraz, on the first day of Muharram, in the year 1235 A.H.! He belonged 
to a house which was renowned for its nobility and which traced its origin to 
Muhammad Himself. The date of His birth confirmed the truth of the prophecy 
traditionally attributed to the Imám ‘Ali: “I am two years younger than my 
Lord.” Twenty-five years, four months, and four days had elapsed since the day 
of His birth, when [H]e declared His Mission. In His early childhood He lost His 
father, Siyyid Muhammad-Ridá, a man who was known throughout the province 
of Fárs for his piety and virtue, and was held in high esteem and honour. Both 
His father and His mother were descendants of the Prophet, both were loved and 
respected by the people. He was reared by His maternal uncle, Hájí Mírzá Siyyid 
‘Alf, a martyr to the Faith... 

—Nabil, The Dawn-Breakers, pp. 12-15 


Declaration of the Báb 


The opening scene of the initial act of this great drama was laid in the upper 
chamber of the modest residence of the son of a mercer of Shíráz, in an obscure 
corner of that city. The time was the hour before sunset, on the 22nd day of 
May, 1844. The participants were the Báb, a twenty-five year old siyyid, of pure 
and holy lineage, and the young Mullá Husayn, the first to believe in Him. Their 
meeting immediately before that interview seemed to be purely fortuitous. The 
interview itself was protracted till the hour of dawn. The Host remained closeted 
alone with His guest, nor was the sleeping city remotely aware of the import of 
the conversation they held with each other. No record has passed to posterity of 
that unique night save the fragmentary but highly illuminating account that fell 
from the lips of Mullá Husayn. 

—Shoghi Effendi, God Passes By, p. 5 


He then proceeded to say: “Now is the time to reveal the commentary on the 
Sürih of Joseph." He took up His pen and with incredible rapidity revealed the 
entire Súrih of Mulk, the first chapter of His commentary on the Súrih of Joseph. 


‘October 20, 1819 A.D. 
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3.3 


The overpowering effect of the manner in which He wrote was heightened by 
the gentle intonation of His voice which accompanied His writing. Not for one 
moment did He interrupt the flow of the verses which streamed from His pen. 
Not once did He pause till the Surih of Mulk was finished. I sat enraptured 
by the magic of His voice and the sweeping force of His revelation. At last I 
reluctantly arose from my seat and begged leave to depart. He smilingly bade 
me be seated, and said: “If you leave in such a state, whoever sees you will 
assuredly say: ‘This poor youth has lost his mind.’” At that moment the clock 
registered two hours and eleven minutes after sunset. That night, the eve of the 
fifth day of Jamádíyu'l-Avval, in the year 1260 A.H., corresponded with the eve 
preceding the sixty-fifth day after Naw-rúz, which was also the eve of the sixth 
day of Khurdad, of the year Nahang. “This night,” He declared, “this very hour 
will, in the days to come, be celebrated as one of the greatest and most significant 
of all festivals. Render thanks to God for having graciously assisted you to attain 
your heart’s desire, and for having quaffed from the sealed wine of His utterance. 
‘Well is it with them that attain thereunto.’” 
—Mullá Husayn, quoted in Nabil, The Dawn-Breakers, pp. 61-62 


Martyrdom of the Bab 


Immediately before and soon after this humiliating treatment meted out to 
the Bab two highly significant incidents occurred, incidents that cast an illumi- 
nating light on the mysterious circumstances surrounding the opening phase of 
His martyrdom. The farrásh-báshí had abruptly interrupted the last conversation 
which the Bab was confidentially having in one of the rooms of the barracks with 
His amanuensis Siyyid Husayn, and was drawing the latter aside, and severely 
rebuking him, when he was thus addressed by his Prisoner: “Not until I have 
said to him all those things that I wish to say can any earthly power silence Me. 
Though all the world be armed against Me, yet shall it be powerless to deter Me 
from fulfilling, to the last word, My intention.” To the Christian Sám Khan— 
the colonel of the Armenian regiment ordered to carry out the execution—who, 
seized with fear lest his act should provoke the wrath of God, had begged to be 
released from the duty imposed upon him, the Bab gave the following assurance: 
“Follow your instructions, and if your intention be sincere, the Almighty is surely 
able to relieve you of your perplexity.” 

Sám Khan accordingly set out to discharge his duty. A spike was driven 
into a pillar which separated two rooms of the barracks facing the square. Two 
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ropes were fastened to it from which the Báb and one of his disciples, the youthful 
and devout Mírzá Muhammad- Alí-i-Zunüzí, surnamed Anis, who had previously 
flung himself at the feet of his Master and implored that under no circumstances 
he be sent away from Him, were separately suspended. The firing squad ranged 
itself in three files, each of two hundred and fifty men. Each file in turn opened fire 
until the whole detachment had discharged its bullets. So dense was the smoke 
from the seven hundred and fifty rifles that the sky was darkened. As soon as the 
smoke had cleared away the astounded multitude of about ten thousand souls, 
who had crowded onto the roof of the barracks, as well as the tops of the adjoining 
houses, beheld a scene which their eyes could scarcely believe. 

The Bab had vanished from their sight! Only his companion remained, alive 
and unscathed, standing beside the wall on which they had been suspended. 
The ropes by which they had been hung alone were severed. “The Siyyid-i- 
Bab has gone from our sight!” cried out the bewildered spectators. A frenzied 
search immediately ensued. He was found, unhurt and unruffled, in the very 
room He had occupied the night before, engaged in completing His interrupted 
conversation with His amanuensis. “I have finished My conversation with Siyyid 
Husayn” were the words with which the Prisoner, so providentially preserved, 
greeted the appearance of the farrásh-báshí, “Now you may proceed to fulfill 
your intention.” Recalling the bold assertion his Prisoner had previously made, 
and shaken by so stunning a revelation, the farrásh-báshí quitted instantly the 
scene, and resigned his post. 

Sám Khan, likewise, remembering, with feelings of awe and wonder, the reas- 
suring words addressed to him by the Bab, ordered his men to leave the barracks 
immediately, and swore, as he left the courtyard, never again, even at the cost 
of his life, to repeat that act. Aqa Ján-i-Khamsih, colonel of the body-guard, 
volunteered to replace him. On the same wall and in the same manner the Báb 
and His companion were again suspended, while the new regiment formed in line 
and opened fire upon them. This time, however, their breasts were riddled with 
bullets, and their bodies completely dissected, with the exception of their faces 
which were but little marred. *O wayward generation" were the last words of 
the Báb to the gazing multitude, as the regiment prepared to fire its volley, *Had 
you believed in Me every one of you would have followed the example of this 
youth, who stood in rank above most of you, and would have willingly sacrificed 
himself in My path. The day will come when you will have recognized Me; that 
day I shall have ceased to be with you." 

Nor was this all. The very moment the shots were fired a gale of exceptional 


18 


violence arose and swept over the city. From noon till night a whirlwind of dust 
obscured the light of the sun, and blinded the eyes of the people. In Shíráz an 
“earthquake,” foreshadowed in no less weighty a Book than the Revelation of 
St. John, occurred in 1268 A.H. which threw the whole city into turmoil and 
wrought havoc amongst its people, a havoc that was greatly aggravated by the 
outbreak of cholera, by famine and other afflictions. In that same year no less 
than two hundred and fifty of the firing squad, that had replaced Sám Khán's 
regiment, met their death, together with their officers, in a terrible earthquake, 
while the remaining five hundred suffered, three years later, as a punishment for 
their mutiny, the same fate as that which their hands had inflicted upon the 
Bab. To insure that none of them had survived, they were riddled with a second 
volley, after which their bodies, pierced with spears and lances, were exposed 
to the gaze of the people of Tabriz. The prime instigator of the Báb's death, 
the implacable Amír-Nizám, together with his brother, his chief accomplice, met 
their death within two years of that savage act. 

On the evening of the very day of the Bab’s execution, which fell on the 
ninth of July 1850 (28th of Sha“bán 1266 A.H.), during the thirty-first year of 
His age and the seventh of His ministry, the mangled bodies were transferred 
from the courtyard of the barracks to the edge of the moat outside the gate 
of the city. Four companies, each consisting of ten sentinels, were ordered to 
keep watch in turn over them. On the following morning the Russian Consul 
in Tabriz visited the spot, and ordered the artist who had accompanied him to 
make a drawing of the remains as they lay beside the moat. In the middle of the 
following night a follower of the Bab, Haji Sulayman Khan, succeeded, through 
the instrumentality of a certain Hájí Alláh-Yár, in removing the bodies to the 
silk factory owned by one of the believers of Mílán, and laid them, the next 
day, in a specially made wooden casket, which he later transferred to a place of 
safety. Meanwhile the mullás were boastfully proclaiming from the pulpits that, 
whereas the holy body of the Immaculate Imám would be preserved from beasts 
of prey and from all creeping things, this man's body had been devoured by wild 
animals. No sooner had the news of the transfer of the remains of the Báb and of 
His fellow-sufferer been communicated to Bahá'u'lláh than He ordered that same 
Sulaymán Khán to bring them to Tihrán, where they were taken to the Imám- 
Zádih-Hasan, from whence they were removed to different places, until the time 
when, in pursuance of 'Abdu' l-Bahá's instructions, they were transferred to the 
Holy Land, and were permanently and ceremoniously laid to rest by Him in a 
specially erected mausoleum on the slopes of Mt. Carmel. 
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3.4 


3.5 


—Shoghi Effendi, God Passes By, pp. 52-54 


Interment of the Báb on Mount Carmel 


Finally, in the very year His royal adversary lost his throne, and at the time 
of the opening of the first American Bahá'í Convention, convened in Chicago for 
the purpose of creating a permanent national organization for the construction 
of the Mashriqu'l-Adhkár, 'Abdu'l-Bahá brought His undertaking to a successful 
conclusion, in spite of the incessant machinations of enemies both within and 
without. On the 28th of the month of Safar 1327 A.H., the day of the first 
Naw-Rúz (1909), which He celebrated after His release from His confinement, 
'Abdu'l-Bahá had the marble sarcophagus transported with great labor to the 
vault prepared for it, and in the evening, by the light of a single lamp, He laid 
within it, with His own hands—in the presence of believers from the East and 
from the West and in circumstances at once solemn and moving—the wooden 
casket containing the sacred remains of the Báb and His companion. 

When all was finished, and the earthly remains of the Martyr-Prophet of 
Shíráz were, at long last, safely deposited for their everlasting rest in the bosom 
of God's holy mountain, 'Abdu'l-Bahá, Who had cast aside His turban, removed 
His shoes and thrown off His cloak, bent low over the still open sarcophagus, His 
silver hair waving about His head and His face transfigured and luminous, rested 
His forehead on the border of the wooden casket, and, sobbing aloud, wept with 
such a weeping that all those who were present wept with Him. That night He 
could not sleep, so overwhelmed was He with emotion. 

—Shoghi Effendi, God Passes By, p. 276 


Station of the Báb 


The Báb, acclaimed by Bahá'u'lláh as the *Essence of Essences," the “Sea 
of Seas," the “Point round Whom the realities of the Prophets and Messen- 
gers revolve,” “from Whom God hath caused to proceed the knowledge of all 
that was and shall be,” Whose “rank excelleth that of all the Prophets,” and 
Whose “Revelation transcendeth the comprehension and understanding of all 
their chosen ones," had delivered His Message and discharged His mission. He 
Who was, in the words of 'Abdu' 1-Bahá, the “Morn of Truth" and “Harbinger of 
the Most Great Light," Whose advent at once signalized the termination of the 
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“Prophetic Cycle” and the inception of the “Cycle of Fulfillment," had simulta- 
neously through His Revelation banished the shades of night that had descended 
upon His country, and proclaimed the impending rise of that Incomparable Orb 
Whose radiance was to envelop the whole of mankind. He, as affirmed by Himself, 
“the Primal Point from which have been generated all created things,” “one of 
the sustaining pillars of the Primal Word of God,” the “Mystic Fane,” the “Great 
Announcement,” the “Flame of that supernal Light that glowed upon Sinai,” the 
“Remembrance of God” concerning Whom “a separate Covenant hath been es- 
tablished with each and every Prophet” had, through His advent, at once fulfilled 
the promise of all ages and ushered in the consummation of all Revelations. He 
the “Qa’im” (He Who ariseth) promised to the Shi’ahs, the “Mihdí" (One Who 
is guided) awaited by the Sunnis, the “Return of John the Baptist” expected by 
the Christians, the ^Üshídar-Máh" referred to in the Zoroastrian scriptures, the 
“Return of Elijah” anticipated by the Jews, Whose Revelation was to show forth 
“the signs and tokens of all the Prophets”, Who was to “manifest the perfection of 
Moses, the radiance of Jesus and the patience of Job” had appeared, proclaimed 
His Cause, been mercilessly persecuted and died gloriously. The “Second Woe,” 
spoken of in the Apocalypse of St. John the Divine, had, at long last, appeared, 
and the first of the two “Messengers,” Whose appearance had been prophesied 
in the Qur'án, had been sent down. The first “Trumpet-Blast”, destined to 
smite the earth with extermination, announced in the latter Book, had finally 
been sounded. “The Inevitable,” “The Catastrophe,” “The Resurrection,” “The 
Earthquake of the Last Hour,” foretold by that same Book, had all come to pass. 
—Shoghi Effendi, God Passes By, pp. 57-58 


That the Bab, the inaugurator of the Babi Dispensation, is fully entitled to 
rank as one of the self-sufficient Manifestations of God, that He has been invested 
with sovereign power and authority, and exercises all the rights and prerogatives 
of independent Prophethood, is yet another fundamental verity which the Mes- 
sage of Bahá'u'lláh insistently proclaims and which its followers must uncompro- 
misingly uphold. That He is not to be regarded merely as an inspired Precursor 
of the Bahá'í Revelation, that in His person, as He Himself bears witness in the 
Persian Bayan, the object of all the Prophets gone before Him has been fulfilled, 
is a truth which I feel it my duty to demonstrate and emphasize.... 

There can be no doubt that the claim to the twofold station ordained for 
the Bab by the Almighty, a claim which He Himself has so boldly advanced, 
which Bahá'u'lláh has repeatedly affirmed, and to which the Will and Testament 
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of ‘Abdu’lBaha has finally given the sanction of its testimony, constitutes the 
most distinctive feature of the Bahá'í Dispensation. It is a further evidence of its 
uniqueness, a tremendous accession to the strength, to the mysterious power and 
authority with which this holy cycle has been invested. Indeed the greatness of 
the Bab consists primarily, not in His being the divinely-appointed Forerunner 
of so transcendent a Revelation, but rather in His having been invested with 
the powers inherent in the inaugurator of a separate religious Dispensation, and 
in His wielding, to a degree unrivaled by the Messengers gone before Him, the 
scepter of independent Prophethood. 
—Shoghi Effendi, The World Order of Baha’u’llah, p. 123 


The Faith of Bahá'u'lláh should indeed be regarded, if we wish to be faithful 
to the tremendous implications of its message, as the culmination of a cycle, the 
final stage in a series of successive, of preliminary and progressive revelations. 
These, beginning with Adam and ending with the Bab, have paved the way and 
anticipated with an ever-increasing emphasis the advent of that Day of Days in 
which He Who is the Promise of All Ages should be made manifest. 

—Shoghi Effendi, The World Order of Bahá’u’lláh, p. 103 


“The germ,” the Bab asserts in the Persian Bayan, “that holds within itself 
the potentialities of the Revelation that is to come is endowed with a potency 
superior to the combined forces of all those who follow me.” “Of all the tributes,” 
He again affirms, “I have paid to Him Who is to come after Me, the greatest is 
this, My written confession, that no words of Mine can adequately describe Him, 
nor can any reference to Him in My Book, the Bayan, do justice to His Cause.” 
“The Bayan,” He in that same Book categorically declares, “and whosoever is 
therein revolve round the saying of ‘Him Whom God shall make manifest,’ even 
as the Alif (the Gospel) and whosoever was therein revolved round the saying 
of Muhammad, the Apostle of God." “A thousand perusals of the Bayan,” 
He further remarks, “cannot equal the perusal of a single verse to be revealed 
by ‘Him Whom God shall make manifest.’... Today the Bayan is in the stage 
of seed; at the beginning of the manifestation of ‘Him Whom God shall make 
manifest’ its ultimate perfection will become apparent.... The Bayan and such 
as are believers therein yearn more ardently after Him than the yearning of any 
lover after his beloved.... The Bayan deriveth all its glory from ‘Him Whom 
God shall make manifest.’ 

—Shoghi Effendi, The World Order of Bahá’u’lláh, pp. 100—101 
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3.6 Holy Days Associated with the Báb 
e Birth of the Báb, October 20. Work should be suspended. 


e Declaration of the Báb, May 23. Work should be suspended. 


e Martyrdom of the Báb, July 9. Work should be suspended. 


3.7 Important Events 1817-1850 
e Birth of Bahá'u'lláh, November 12, 1817. 
e Birth of the Bab, October 20, 1819. 
e Declaration of the Mission of the Bab in Shiraz, May 23, 1844. 
e Birth of ‘Abdu’l-Baha, May 23, 1844. 
e Departure of the Bab on His pilgrimage to Mecca, September, 1844. 
e Arrival of the Bab in Máh-Kú, Ádhirbáyján, Summer 1847. 
e Incarceration of the Bab in Chihríq, Ádhirbáyján, April 1848. 
e Conference of Badasht, June, 1848. 
e Interrogation of the Báb in Tabríz, Ádhirbáyján, July 1848. 


e Martyrdom of the Báb in Tabríz, Ádhirbáyján, July 9, 1850. 


— The Bahá'í World, Volume XIX, p. 586 
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Bahá'u'lláh 


Birth of Bahá'u'lláh 


In the fall of 1817 during the time when Shaykh Ahmad visited Teheran by 
invitation of Fath-'Alí Shah, near day-break on the twelfth day of November 
a son was born to a noble family of Núr in Mázindarán province.? The infant 
Husayn-‘Alf first opened his eyes in that family mansion in Teheran where he was 
to live a large part of his childhood, youth and early manhood. His father, Mirza 
‘Abbas, was a nobleman of great capacity and promise, while his mother, the lady 
Khadijih, was 'Abbás's second wife and paternal cousin. The boy's ancestry could 
be traced back across eventful centuries to the Sassanian dynasty of kings and to 
the Persian Prophet Zoroaster but also, crucial to his genetic heritage, to the sons 
of Abraham through his third wife Katurah.? During some four millennia these 
bloodlines had diverged from their origins in the nomads and townsmen of the 
eastern Fertile Crescent who were then generating the peoples to uplift the world 
through their concepts of God and His Will for mankind. Significantly, these 
genetic traces, termed ‘this mighty Stock,’ carried down through the generations a 
potential for that unique quality: spiritual eminence. And with his birth Teheran 
was blessed, as he himself declared in later days: ‘Let nothing grieve thee, O Land 
of Tá... for God hath made thee “the Dayspring of His light", inasmuch as within 
thee was born the Manifestation of His Glory. Be thou glad for this name that 
hath been conferred upon thee—a name through which... both earth and heaven 
have been illumined.’ 

—David Ruhe, Robe of Light, pp. 21-22 


He derived His descent, on the one hand, from Abraham (the Father of the 
Faithful) through his wife Katurah, and on the other from Zoroaster, as well as 
from Yazdigird, the last king of the Sásáníyán dynasty. He was moreover a de- 
scendant of Jesse, and belonged, through His father, Mirza ‘Abbas, better known 


?In a later Tablet Bahá'u'lláh spoke of the supernal significance of His own birth, saying: ‘Blessed is 
indeed this Holy Tree, which is raised up through the power of truth, that all the people of the world may 


seek the shelter of its shadow.” (unpublished Tablet) 


?In support of this statement, there is the elucidation by the Universal House of Justice (July 1985) that 
“Abraham had other sons than Isaac and Ishmael, who in those days migrated to Persia and Afghanistan, 
and the Blessed Beauty (Husayn-“ Alf) is one of their descendants. See also Mírzá Abu'l-Fadl, Herald of the 
South, June 1969, p. 8. In God Passes By, p. 94, it is simply stated that ‘He derived His descent... from 


Abraham...” 
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4.2 


as Mirza Buzurg—a nobleman closely associated with the ministerial circles of 
the Court of Fath- Alí Sháh—to one of the most ancient and renowned families 
of Mazindaran. 

—Shoghi Effendi, God Passes By, p. 94 


Bahá'u'lláh's Revelation in the Siyah-Chal 


A Revelation, hailed as the promise and crowning glory of past ages and cen- 
turies, as the consummation of all the Dispensations within the Adamic Cycle, 
inaugurating an era of at least a thousand years’ duration, and a cycle destined 
to last no less than five thousand centuries, signalizing the end of the Prophetic 
Era and the beginning of the Era of Fulfillment, unsurpassed alike in the duration 
of its Author’s ministry and the fecundity and splendor of His mission—such a 
Revelation was, as already noted, born amidst the darkness of a subterranean 
dungeon in Tihrán—an abominable pit that had once served as a reservoir of 
water for one of the public baths of the city. Wrapped in its stygian gloom, 
breathing its fetid air, numbed by its humid and icy atmosphere, His feet in 
stocks, His neck weighed down by a mighty chain, surrounded by criminals and 
miscreants of the worst order, oppressed by the consciousness of the terrible blot 
that had stained the fair name of His beloved Faith, painfully aware of the dire 
distress that had overtaken its champions, and of the grave dangers that faced 
the remnant of its followers—at so critical an hour and under such appalling cir- 
cumstances the “Most Great Spirit,” as designated by Himself, and symbolized in 
the Zoroastrian, the Mosaic, the Christian, and Muhammadan Dispensations by 
the Sacred Fire, the Burning Bush, the Dove and the Angel Gabriel respectively, 
descended upon, and revealed itself, personated by a “Maiden,” to the agonized 
soul of Bahá'u'lláh. 

“One night in a dream,” He Himself, calling to mind, in the evening of His 
life, the first stirrings of God's Revelation within His soul, has written, “these 
exalted words were heard on every side: “Verily, We shall render 'Thee victorious 
by Thyself and by Thy pen. Grieve Thou not for that which hath befallen 'Thee, 
neither be Thou afraid, íor Thou art in safety. Ere long will God raise up the 
treasures of the earth——men who will aid Thee through Thyself and through 
Thy Name, wherewith God hath revived the hearts of such as have recognized 
Him.”” In another passage He describes, briefly and graphically, the impact of 
the onrushing force of the Divine Summons upon His entire being—an experience 
vividly recalling the vision of God that caused Moses to fall in a swoon, and 
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the voice of Gabriel which plunged Muhammad into such consternation that, 
hurrying to the shelter of His home, He bade His wife, Khadíjih, envelop Him 
in His mantle. “During the days I lay in the prison of Tihran,” are His own 
memorable words, “though the galling weight of the chains and the stench-filled 
air allowed Me but little sleep, still in those infrequent moments of slumber I 
felt as if something flowed from the crown of My head over My breast, even as 
a mighty torrent that precipitateth itself upon the earth from the summit of a 
lofty mountain. Every limb of My body would, as a result, be set afire. At such 
moments My tongue recited what no man could bear to hear.” 

In His Súratu'l-Haykal (the Súrih of the Temple) He thus describes those 
breathless moments when the Maiden, symbolizing the “Most Great Spirit” pro- 
claimed His mission to the entire creation: “While engulfed in tribulations I 
heard a most wondrous, a most sweet voice, calling above My head. Turning 
My face, I beheld a Maiden—the embodiment of the remembrance of the name 
of My Lord—suspended in the air before Me. So rejoiced was she in her very 
soul that her countenance shone with the ornament of the good-pleasure of God, 
and her cheeks glowed with the brightness of the All-Merciful. Betwixt earth 
and heaven she was raising a call which captivated the hearts and minds of men. 
She was imparting to both My inward and outer being tidings which rejoiced 
My soul, and the souls of God’s honored servants. Pointing with her finger unto 
My head, she addressed all who are in heaven and all who are on earth, saying: 
‘By God! This is the Best-Beloved of the worlds, and yet ye comprehend not. 
This is the Beauty of God amongst you, and the power of His sovereignty within 
you, could ye but understand. This is the Mystery of God and His Treasure, the 
Cause of God and His glory unto all who are in the kingdoms of Revelation and 
of creation, if ye be of them that perceive.’” 

In His Epistle to Nasiri’d-Din Shah, His royal adversary, revealed at the height 
of the proclamation of His Message, occur these passages which shed further light 
on the Divine origin of His mission: “O King! I was but a man like others, asleep 
upon My couch, when lo, the breezes of the All-Glorious were wafted over Me, 
and taught Me the knowledge of all that hath been. This thing is not from Me, 
but from One Who is Almighty and All-Knowing. And he bade Me lift up My 
voice between earth and heaven, and for this there befell Me what hath caused 
the tears of every man of understanding to flow.... This is but a leaf which 
the winds of the will of Thy Lord, the Almighty, the All-Praised, have stirred. ... 
His all-compelling summons hath reached Me, and caused Me to speak His praise 
amidst all people. I was indeed as one dead when His behest was uttered. The 
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hand of the will of Thy Lord, the Compassionate, the Merciful, transíormed Me.” 
“By My Life!” He asserts in another Tablet, “Not of Mine own volition have I 
revealed Myself, but God, of His own choosing, hath manifested Me.” And again: 
“Whenever I chose to hold My peace and be still, lo, the Voice of the Holy Spirit, 
standing on My right hand, aroused Me, and the Most Great Spirit appeared 
before My face, and Gabriel overshadowed Me, and the Spirit of Glory stirred 
within My bosom, bidding Me arise and break My silence." 
—Shoghi Effendi, God Passes By, pp. 100-102 


4.3 Declaration of Bahá'u'lláh 


The love and admiration of the people for Bahá'u'lláh was fully demonstrated 
on the day of His departure from His ‘Most Great House’ in Baghdad. Then 
His majesty and greatness were evident to both friend and foe. The news of 
His forthcoming departure for Constantinople had spread rapidly among the 
inhabitants of Baghdád and its neighbouring towns, and large numbers wished 
to attain His presence and pay their last tributes to Him. But soon it became 
apparent that His house was too small for the purpose. When Najíb Páshá, one 
of the notables of the city of Baghdád heard this, he immediately placed his 
garden-park, Najíbíyyih, at the disposal of Bahá'u'lláh. This beautiful garden, 
designated by His followers as the Garden of Ridván (Paradise), was situated on 
the outskirts of Baghdád, across the river from Bahá'u'lláh's house. 

Thirty-one days after Naw-Rüz, on 22 April 1863,! in the afternoon, 
Bahá'u'lláh moved to this garden, where He remained for twelve days. On the 
first day He declared His Mission to His companions.? These twelve days are 
celebrated by the Bahá ís as the Festival of Ridván. 

—Adib Taherzadeh, The Revelation of Bahá'u'lláh, Volume 1, pp. 259-260 


4.4 Ascension of Bahá'u'lláh 


Already nine months before His ascension Bahá'u'lláh, as attested by 'Abdu'l- 
Bahá, had voiced His desire to depart from this world. From that time onward 
it became increasingly evident, from the tone of His remarks to those who at- 
tained His presence, that the close of His earthly life was approaching, though 


4Thirty-one days after Naw-Rúz (21 March) normally falls on 21 April. Occasionally, as in the year 1863, 
when the vernal equinox takes place after sunset, Naw-Rúz is celebrated on 22 March. 
5This is stated by ‘Abdu’l-Baha in a talk given at Bahjí on 29 April 1916. 
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4.5 


He refrained from mentioning it openly to any one. On the night preceding the 
eleventh of Shavvál 1309 A.H. (May 8, 1892) He contracted a slight fever which, 
though it mounted the following day, soon after subsided. He continued to grant 
interviews to certain of the friends and pilgrims, but it soon became evident that 
He was not well. His fever returned in a more acute form than before, His general 
condition grew steadily worse, complications ensued which at last culminated in 
His ascension, at the hour of dawn, on the 2nd of Dhi’l-Qa‘dih 1309 A.H. (May 
29, 1892), eight hours after sunset, in the 75th year of His age. His spirit, at 
long last released from the toils of a life crowded with tribulations, had winged 
its flight to His “other dominions,” dominions “whereon the eyes of the people of 
names have never fallen,” and to which the “Luminous Maid," “clad in white,” 
had bidden Him hasten, as described by Himself in the Lawh-i-Ru'yá (Tablet of 
the Vision), revealed nineteen years previously, on the anniversary of the birth 
of His Forerunner. 
—Shoghi Effendi, God Passes By, p. 221 


Station of Bahá'u'lláh 


To Israel He was neither more nor less than the incarnation of the “Everlasting 
Father,” the “Lord of Hosts” come down “with ten thousands of saints”; to 
Christendom Christ returned “in the glory of the Father,” to Shi’ah Islám the 
return of the Imam Husayn; to Sunni Islám the descent of the “Spirit of God” 
(Jesus Christ); to the Zoroastrians the promised Sháh-Bahrám; to the Hindus 
the reincarnation of Krishna; to the Buddhists the fifth Buddha. 

—Shoghi Effendi, God Passes By, p. 94 


Each of the Divine Manifestations has likewise a cycle, and during the cycle 
His laws and commandments prevail and are performed. When His cycle is 
completed by the appearance of a new Manifestation, a new cycle begins. In this 
way cycles begin, end and are renewed, until a universal cycle is completed in 
the world, when important events and great occurrences will take place which 
entirely efface every trace and every record of the past; then a new universal 
cycle begins in the world, for this universe has no beginning.... 

Briefly, we say a universal cycle in the world of existence signifies a long 
duration of time, and innumerable and incalculable periods and epochs. In such 
a cycle the Manifestations appear with splendor in the realm of the visible until a 
great and supreme Manifestation makes the world the center of His radiance. His 
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appearance causes the world to attain to maturity, and the extension of His cycle 
is very great. Afterward, other Manifestations will arise under His shadow, Who 
according to the needs of the time will renew certain commandments relating to 
material guestions and affairs, while remaining under His shadow. 

We are in the cycle which began with Adam, and its supreme Manifestation 
is Bahá'u'lláh. 

—Abdu’l-Baha, Some Answered Questions, pp. 160-161 


The world’s equilibrium hath been upset through the vibrating influence of 
this most great, this new World Order. Mankind’s ordered life hath been revo- 
lutionized through the agency of this unique, this wondrous System—the like of 
which mortal eyes have never witnessed. 

Immerse yourselves in the ocean of My words, that ye may unravel its secrets, 
and discover all the pearls of wisdom that lie hid in its depths. Take heed that 
ye do not vacillate in your determination to embrace the truth of this Cause—a 
Cause through which the potentialities of the might of God have been revealed, 
and His sovereignty established. With faces beaming with joy, hasten ye unto 
Him. This is the changeless Faith of God, eternal in the past, eternal in the 
future. Let him that seeketh, attain it; and as to him that hath refused to seek 
it—verily, God is Self-Sufficient, above any need of His creatures. 

Say: This is the infallible Balance which the Hand of God is holding, in which 
all who are in the heavens and all who are on the earth are weighed, and their 
fate determined, if ye be of them that believe and recognize this truth. Say: 
Through it the poor have been enriched, the learned enlightened, and the seekers 
enabled to ascend unto the presence of God. Beware, lest ye make it a cause of 
dissension amongst you. Be ye as firmly settled as the immovable mountain in 
the Cause of your Lord, the Mighty, the Loving. 

—Baha’u’ll4h, Gleanings from the Writings of Bahá'u'lláh, pp. 136-137 


Significance of this Day 


Let there be no mistake. The principle of the Oneness of Mankind—the pivot 
round which all the teachings of Bahá'u'lláh revolve—is no mere outburst of 
ignorant emotionalism or an expression of vague and pious hope. Its appeal is not 
to be merely identified with a reawakening of the spirit of brotherhood and good- 
will among men, nor does it aim solely at the fostering of harmonious coöperation 
among individual peoples and nations. Its implications are deeper, its claims 
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greater than any which the Prophets of old were allowed to advance. Its message 
is applicable not only to the individual, but concerns itself primarily with the 
nature of those essential relationships that must bind all the states and nations as 
members of one human family. It does not constitute merely the enunciation of an 
ideal, but stands inseparably associated with an institution adequate to embody 
its truth, demonstrate its validity, and perpetuate its influence. It implies an 
organic change in the structure of present-day society, a change such as the 
world has not yet experienced. It constitutes a challenge, at once bold and 
universal, to outworn shibboleths of national creeds—creeds that have had their 
day and which must, in the ordinary course of events as shaped and controlled by 
Providence, give way to a new gospel, fundamentally different from, and infinitely 
superior to, what the world has already conceived. It calls for no less than the 
reconstruction and the demilitarization of the whole civilized world—a world 
organically unified in all the essential aspects of its life, its political machinery, 
its spiritual aspiration, its trade and finance, its script and language, and yet 
infinite in the diversity of the national characteristics of its federated units. 

It represents the consummation of human evolution—an evolution that has 
had its earliest beginnings in the birth of family life, its subsequent development 
in the achievement of tribal solidarity, leading in turn to the constitution of the 
city-state, and expanding later into the institution of independent and sovereign 
nations. 

The principle of the Oneness of Mankind, as proclaimed by Bahá'u'lláh, car- 
ries with it no more and no less than a solemn assertion that attainment to this 
final stage in this stupendous evolution is not only necessary but inevitable, that 
its realization is fast approaching, and that nothing short of a power that is born 
of God can succeed in establishing it. 

—Shoghi Effendi, The World Order of Baha’u’llah, pp. 42-43 


4.7 Holy Days Associated with Bahá'u'lláh 
e Birth of Bahá'u'lláh, November 12. Work should be suspended. 


e Ridván, April 21-May 2. Work should be suspended on April 21, April 29, and May 
2. 


e Ascension of Bahá'u'lláh, May 29. Work should be suspended. 
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4.8 Important Events 1851—1892 
e Attempt on the life of Násiri'd-Dín Shah, August 15, 1852. 


e Imprisonment of Bahá'u'lláh in the Sfyáh-Chál of Tihrán, August, 1892. 
e Banishment of Bahá'u'lláh to Baghdád, January 12, 1853. 

e Withdrawal of Bahá'u'lláh to Kurdistán, April 10, 1854. 

e Return of Bahá'u'lláh from Kurdistán, March 19, 1856. 

e Declaration of the Mission of Bahá'u'lláh, April 22, 1863. 

e Arrival of Bahá'u'lláh in Constantinople, August 16, 1863. 

e Arrival of Bahá'u'lláh in Adrianople, December 12, 1863. 

e Departure of Bahá'u'lláh from Adrianople, August 12, 1868. 

e Arrival of Bahá'u'lláh in 'Akká, August 31, 1868. 

e Death of the Purest Branch, June 23, 1870. 


e Ascension of Bahá'u'lláh, May 29, 1892. 


— The Bahá'í World, Volume XIX, p. 586 
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o ‘Abdu’l-Baha 


5.1 Birth of ‘Abdu’l-Baha 


That night of 22-23 May 1844 was doubly blessed, for far to the north in 
Teheran Mirza Husayn- Alí of Nur and his beloved wife Ásíyih Khánum were 
expecting a third child, their two first-born sons having perished as babes. In 
the young parents' hearts there must have been great anticipation of an heir, the 
hope that this child might be the son endowed to fulfill the family's noble name, 
to expand its destiny, to continue the physical immortality of a precious genetic 
stock. So it was that God’s spiritual timing brought the lady Asfyih’s delivery 
on that very evening of the declaration of a new Prophet. There was born a son 
who was healthy and whole and hope fulfilled, and he was named ‘Abbas, the 
lion.“ 

— David Ruhe, Robe of Light, pp. 57-58 


He it was Whose auspicious birth occurred on that never-to-be-forgotten night 
when the Báb laid bare the transcendental character of His Mission to His first 
disciple Mullá Husayn. He it was Who, as a mere child, seated on the lap of 
Táhirih, had registered the thrilling significance of the stirring challenge which 
that indomitable heroine had addressed to her fellow-disciple, the erudite and far- 
famed Vahid. He it was Whose tender soul had been seared with the ineffaceable 
vision of a Father, haggard, dishevelled, freighted with chains, on the occasion 
of a visit, as a boy of nine, to the Síyáh-Chál of Tihrán.... His had been the lot 
to share with His Father, soon after His release from imprisonment, the rigors 
and miseries of a cruel banishment from His native land, and the trials which 
culminated in His enforced withdrawal to the mountains of Kurdistan. He it 
was Who, in His inconsolable grief at His separation from an adored Father, 
had confided to Nabil, as attested by him in his narrative, that He felt Himself 
to have grown old though still but a child of tender years. His had been the 
unique distinction of recognizing, while still in His childhood, the full glory of 
His Father’s as yet unrevealed station, a recognition which had impelled Him to 
throw Himself at His feet and to spontaneously implore the privilege of laying 
down His life for His sake. 

—Shoghi Effendi, God Passes By, pp. 240-241 


®The name ‘Abbas originally meant a ‘furious lion from whom all other lions flee’, hence the characteristics 
of a lion are often adduced as the word’s meaning, thus to mean ‘stern, formidable, austere, of loud sound 
(roaring), stentorian'. 
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5.2 


After the death of Bahá'u'lláh and His appointment of ‘Abdu’l-Baha as His 
successor, Bahá'ís in a number of places began to celebrate ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s birth- 
day. Elsewhere, they celebrated His accession to leadership of the community. 
Both practices displeased ‘Abdu’l-Baha since His birthday was the same day as 
the holy day of the Declaration of the Bab and the day of His accession was the 
day of the death of Bahá'u'lláh, also a holy day and one inappropriate for cele- 
brations. Therefore He prohibited commemoration of the anniversaries relating 
to Him and instead allowed the Baha’is to observe 26 November in His honour. 
This day was chosen because it was 180 days after the holy day of the Ascension 
of Bahá'u'lláh—as far away as possible from this most solemn occasion. In the 
east the holy day was called ‘the Day of Accession (Yawm-i-Julus)’—alluding to 
‘Abdu’l-Baha’s title of ‘the Most Great Branch’. In the West it was first known 
as ‘the Fete-Day of ‘Abdu’l-Baha’ or ‘the Master's Day’ but became known as 
the ‘Day of the Covenant’—alluding to ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s title of ‘Centre of the 
Covenant’. It was first celebrated in the West in 1901. 

—John Walbridge, Sacred Acts, Sacred Space, Sacred Time, pp. 244—245 


Ascension of ‘Abdu’l-Baha 


Through the dreams He dreamed, through the conversations He held, through 
the Tablets He revealed, it became increasingly evident that His end was fast 
approaching. Two months before His passing He told His family of a dream He 
had had. ^I seemed," He said, “to be standing within a great mosque, in the 
inmost shrine, facing the Qiblih, in the place of the Imám himself. I became 
aware that a large number of people were flocking into the mosque. More and 
yet more crowded in, taking their places in rows behind Me, until there was a vast 
multitude. As I stood I raised loudly the call to prayer. Suddenly the thought 
came to Me to go forth from the mosque. When I found Myself outside I said 
within Myself: “For what reason came I forth, not having led the prayer? But 
it matters not; now that I have uttered the Call to prayer, the vast multitude 
will of themselves chant the prayer." A few weeks later, whilst occupying a 
solitary room in the garden of His house, He recounted another dream to those 
around Him. “I dreamed a dream," He said, “and behold, the Blessed Beauty 
(Bahá'u'lláh) came and said to Me: ‘Destroy this room." None of those present 
comprehended the significance of this dream until He Himself had soon after 
passed away, when it became clear to them all that by the “room” was meant 
the temple of His body. 

A month before His death (which occurred in the 78th year of His age, in the 
early hours of the 28th of November, 1921) He had referred expressly to it in some 
words of cheer and comfort that He addressed to a believer who was mourning 
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the loss of his brother. And about two weeks before His passing He had spoken 
to His faithful gardener in a manner that clearly indicated He knew His end to 
be nigh. “I am so fatigued,” He observed to him, “the hour is come when I must 
leave everything and take My flight. Í am too weary to walk.” He added: “It was 
during the closing days of the Blessed Beauty, when I was engaged in gathering 
together His papers which were strewn over the sofa in His writing chamber in 
Bahji, that He turned to Me and said: ‘It is of no use to gather them, I must 
leave them and flee away.’ I also have finished My work. I can do nothing more. 
Therefore must I leave it, and take My departure.” 

Till the very last day of His earthly life 'Abdu' l-Bahá continued to shower 
that same love upon high and low alike, to extend that same assistance to the 
poor and the down-trodden, and to carry out those same duties in the service of 
His Father's Faith, as had been His wont from the days of His boyhood. On the 
Friday before His passing, despite great fatigue, He attended the noonday prayer 
at the mosque, and distributed afterwards alms, as was His custom, among the 
poor; dictated some Tablets—the last ones He revealed—; blessed the marriage 
of a trusted servant, which He had insisted should take place that day; attended 
the usual meeting of the friends in His home; felt feverish the next day, and 
being unable to leave the house on the following Sunday, sent all the believers 
to the Tomb of the Báb to attend a feast which a Parsí pilgrim was offering on 
the occasion of the anniversary of the Declaration of the Covenant; received with 
His unfailing courtesy and kindness that same afternoon, and despite growing 
weariness, the Muftí of Haifa, the Mayor and the Head of the Police; and inquired 
that night—the last of His life—before He retired after the health of every member 
of His household, of the pilgrims and of the friends in Haifa. 

At 1:15 A.M. He arose, and, walking to a table in His room, drank some 
water, and returned to bed. Later on, He asked one of His two daughters who 
had remained awake to care for Him, to lift up the net curtains, complaining that 
He had difficulty in breathing. Some rose-water was brought to Him, of which 
He drank, after which He again lay down, and when offered food, distinctly 
remarked: “You wish Me to take some food, and I am going?" A minute later 
His spirit had winged its flight to its eternal abode, to be gathered, at long last, 
to the glory of His beloved Father, and taste the joy of everlasting reunion with 
Him. 

—Shoghi Effendi, God Passes By, pp. 310-311 
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5.3 Station of ‘Abdu’l-Baha 


He is, and should for all time be regarded, first and foremost, as the Center 
and Pivot of Bahá'u'lláh's peerless and all-enfolding Covenant, His most exalted 
handiwork, the stainless Mirror of His light, the perfect Exemplar of His teach- 
ings, the unerring Interpreter of His Word, the embodiment of every Bahá'í ideal, 
the incarnation of every Bahá'í virtue, the Most Mighty Branch sprung from the 
Ancient Root, the Limb of the Law of God, the Being “round Whom all names re- 
volve,” the Mainspring of the Oneness of Humanity, the Ensign of the Most Great 
Peace, the Moon of the Central Orb of this most holy Dispensation—styles and 
titles that are implicit and find their truest, their highest and fairest expression 
in the magic name ‘Abdu’l-Baha. He is, above and beyond these appellations, 
the “Mystery of God”—an expression by which Bahá'u'lláh Himself has chosen 
to designate Him, and which, while it does not by any means justify us to assign 
to Him the station of Prophethood, indicates how in the person of ‘Abdu’l-Baha 
the incompatible characteristics of a human nature and superhuman knowledge 
and perfection have been blended and are completely harmonized. 

“When the ocean of My presence hath ebbed and the Book of My Revelation is 
ended,” proclaims the Kitáb-i-Aqdas, “turn your faces towards Him Whom God 
hath purposed, Who hath branched from this Ancient Root.” And again, “When 
the Mystic Dove will have winged its flight from its Sanctuary of Praise and 
sought its far-off goal, its hidden habitation, refer ye whatsoever ye understand 
not in the Book to Him Who hath branched from this mighty Stock.” 

In the Kitáb-i-Ahd, moreover, Bahá'u'lláh solemnly and explicitly declares: 
“It is incumbent upon the Aghsán, the Afnán and My kindred to turn, one and 
all, their faces towards the Most Mighty Branch. Consider that which We have 
revealed in Our Most Holy Book: ‘When the ocean of My presence hath ebbed 
and the Book of My Revelation is ended, turn your faces toward Him Whom 
God hath purposed, Who hath branched from this Ancient Root.’ The object of 
this sacred verse is none other except the Most Mighty Branch (‘Abdu’l-Baha). 
Thus have We graciously revealed unto you our potent Will, and I am verily the 
Gracious, the All-Powerful.” 

In the Suriy-i-Ghusn (Tablet of the Branch) the following verses have been 
recorded: “There hath branched from the Sadratu'lMuntahá this sacred and 
glorious Being, this Branch of Holiness; well is it with him that hath sought His 
shelter and abideth beneath His shadow. Verily the Limb of the Law of God hath 
sprung forth from this Root which God hath firmly implanted in the Ground of 
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His Will, and Whose Branch hath been so uplifted as to encompass the whole of 
creation. Magnified be He, therefore, for this sublime, this blessed, this mighty, 
this exalted Handiwork!... A Word hath, as a token of Our grace, gone forth from 
the Most Great Tablet—a Word which God hath adorned with the ornament of 
His own Self, and made it sovereign over the earth and all that is therein, and 
a sign of His greatness and power among its people... Render thanks unto God, 
O people, for His appearance; for verily He is the most great Favor unto you, 
the most perfect bounty upon you; and through Him every mouldering bone is 
quickened. Whoso turneth towards Him hath turned towards God, and whoso 
turneth away from Him hath turned away from My beauty, hath repudiated 
My Proof, and transgressed against Me. He is the Trust of God amongst you, 
His charge within you, His manifestation unto you and His appearance among 
His favored servants... We have sent Him down in the form of a human temple. 
Blest and sanctified be God Who createth whatsoever He willeth through His 
inviolable, His infallible decree. They who deprive themselves of the shadow 
of the Branch, are lost in the wilderness of error, are consumed by the heat of 
worldly desires, and are of those who will assuredly perish."... 

'Abdu'-Bahá, writing in confirmation of the authority conferred upon Him 
by Bahá'u'lláh, makes the following statement: “In accordance with the explicit 
text of the Kitáb-i-Aqdas Bahá'u'lláh hath made the Center of the Covenant the 
Interpreter of His Word—a Covenant so firm and mighty that from the beginning 
of time until the present day no religious Dispensation hath produced its like."... 

That ‘Abdu’l-Baha is not a Manifestation of God, that He gets His light, His 
inspiration and sustenance direct from the Fountain-head of the Bahá í Revela- 
tion; that He reflects even as a clear and perfect Mirror the rays of Bahá'u'lláh's 
glory, and does not inherently possess that indefinable yet all-pervading reality 
the exclusive possession of which is the hallmark of Prophethood; that His words 
are not equal in rank, though they possess an equal validity with the utterances 
of Bahá'u'lláh; that He is not to be acclaimed as the return of Jesus Christ, the 
Son Who will come “in the glory of the Father" —these truths find added justi- 
fication, and are further reinforced, by the following statement of 'Abdu' l-Bahá, 
addressed to some believers in America, with which I may well conclude this sec- 
tion: ^You have written that there is a difference among the believers concerning 
the 'Second Coming of Christ. Gracious God! Time and again this question 
hath arisen, and its answer hath emanated in a clear and irrefutable statement 
from the pen of 'Abdu' l-Bahá, that what is meant in the prophecies by the ‘Lord 
of Hosts’ and the ‘Promised Christ’ is the Blessed Perfection (Bahá'u'lláh) and 
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5.4 


His holiness the Exalted One (the Bab). My name is ‘Abdu’l-Baha. My qualifi- 
cation is ‘Abdu’l-Baha. My reality is 'Abdu'l-Bahá. My praise is ‘Abdu’l-Baha. 
Thraldom to the Blessed Perfection is my glorious and refulgent diadem, and 
servitude to all the human race my perpetual religion... No name, no title, no 
mention, no commendation have I, nor will ever have, except 'Abdu' l-Bahá. This 
is my longing. This is my greatest yearning. This is my eternal life. This is my 
everlasting glory.” 
—Shoghi Effendi, The World Order of Baha’u’llah, pp. 134-136, 139 


Significance of the Covenant 


“As regards the meaning of the Bahá'í Covenant: The Guardian considers 
the existence of two forms of Covenant both of which are explicitly mentioned 
in the literature of the Cause. First is the Covenant that every Prophet makes 
with humanity or, more definitely, with His people that they will accept and 
follow the coming Manifestation who will be the reappearance of His reality. The 
second form of Covenant is such as the one Bahá'u'lláh made with His people that 
they should accept the Master. This is merely to establish and strengthen the 
succession of the series of Lights that appear after every Manifestation. Under 
the same category falls the Covenant the Master made with the Bahá'ís that they 
should accept His administration after Him." 

— Written on behalf of Shoghi Effendi, Directives from the Guardian #43, 
pp. 15-16 


Inasmuch as great differences and divergences of denominational belief had 
arisen throughout the past, every man with a new idea attributing it to God, 
Bahá'u'lláh desired that there should not be any ground or reason for disagree- 
ment among the Bahá ís. Therefore, with His own pen He wrote the Book of His 
Covenant, addressing His relations and all people of the world, saying, “Verily, I 
have appointed One Who is the Center of My Covenant. All must obey Him; all 
must turn to Him; He is the Expounder of My Book, and He is informed of My 
purpose. All must turn to Him. Whatsoever He says is correct, for, verily, He 
knoweth the texts of My Book. Other than He, no one doth know My Book." 
The purpose of this statement is that there should never be discord and diver- 
gence among the Bahá ís but that they should always be unified and agreed. ... 
He said, “Verily, He is the appointed one; other than He, there is none,” in- 
tending that no sects or prejudices should be formed, and preventing every man 
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here and there with a new thought from creating dissension and variance. It 
is as though a king should appoint a governor-general. Whosoever obeys him, 
obeys the king. Whosoever violates and disobeys him, violates the king. There- 
fore, whosoever obeys the Center of the Covenant appointed by Bahá'u'lláh has 
obeyed Bahá'u'lláh, and whosoever disobeys Him has disobeyed Bahá'u'lláh.... 

Therefore, you must read the Tablets of Bahá'u'lláh. You must read the 
Tablet of the Branch and regard that which He has so clearly stated. Beware! 
Beware! lest anyone should speak from the authority of his own thoughts or create 
a new thing out of himself. 

—Abdu’l-Baha, The Promulgation of Universal Peace, pp. 322-323 


To direct and canalize these forces let loose by this Heaven-sent process, 
and to insure their harmonious and continuous operation after His ascension, an 
instrument divinely ordained, invested with indisputable authority, organically 
linked with the Author of the Revelation Himself, was clearly indispensable. That 
instrument Bahá'u'lláh had expressly provided through the institution of the 
Covenant, an institution which He had firmly established prior to His ascension. 
This same Covenant He had anticipated in His Kitáb-i-Aqdas, had alluded to 
it as He bade His last farewell to the members of His family, who had been 
summoned to His bed-side, in the days immediately preceding His ascension, 
and had incorporated it in a special document which He designated as “the Book 
of My Covenant,” and which He entrusted, during His last illness, to His eldest 
son ‘Abdu’l-Baha. 

Written entirely in His own hand; unsealed, on the ninth day after His as- 
cension in the presence of nine witnesses chosen from amongst His companions 
and members of His Family; read subsequently, on the afternoon of that same 
day, before a large company assembled in His Most Holy Tomb, including His 
sons, some of the Báb's kinsmen, pilgrims and resident believers, this unique and 
epoch-making Document, designated by Bahá'u'lláh as His “Most Great Tablet,” 
and alluded to by Him as the “Crimson Book” in His “Epistle to the Son of the 
Wolf,” can find no parallel in the Scriptures of any previous Dispensation, not 
excluding that of the Bab Himself. For nowhere in the books pertaining to any 
of the world’s religious systems, not even among the writings of the Author of 
the Babi Revelation, do we find any single document establishing a Covenant 
endowed with an authority comparable to the Covenant which Bahá'u'lláh had 
Himself instituted. 

—Shoghi Effendi, God Passes By, pp. 231—238 
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5.5 


Holy Days Associated with ‘Abdu’l-Baha 


Birth of ‘Abdu’l-Bahá, May 23. (At the instruction of ‘Abdu’l-Bahá this event is not 
celebrated, as it coincides with the Declaration of the Báb.) 


The Day of the Covenant, November 26. 
Ascension of ‘Abdu’l-Baha, November 28. 


Important Events 1893-1921 
First public reference to the Faith in America, September 23, 1893. 
Establishment of the first Bahá'í centre in the West, February 1894. 
Birth of Shoghi Effendi, March 1, 1897. 
Arrival of the fist group of Western pilgrims in 'Akká, December 10, 1898. 
Arrival of the Báb's remains in the Holy Land, January 31, 1899. 
Reincarceration of ‘Abdu’l-Baha in 'Akká, August 20, 1901. 


Commencement of the construction of the Mashriqu'l-Adhkár of 'Ishqábád, November 
28, 1902. 


Release of ‘Abdu’lBaha from His incarceration, September 1908. 
Interment of the Báb's remains on Mt. Carmel, March 21, 1909. 
Opening of the first American Bahá í Convention, March 21, 1909. 
‘Abdu’l-Baha’s departure from Egypt, September 1910. 

“Abdu 1-Bahá s arrival in London, September 4, 1911. 
'Abdu'l-Bahá's arrival in America, April 11, 1912. 


Laying of the corner-stone of the Mashriqu'l-Adhkár in Wilmette, Ill., by 'Abdu' l-Bahá, 
May 1, 1912. 


Second visit of ‘Abdu’l-Baha to Europe and tour through the United Kingdom, France, 
Germany, Hungary and Austria, December 1912 to June 1913. 


‘Abdu’l-Baha’s return to the Holy Land, December 5, 1913. 
Unveiling of the Tablets of the Divine Plan, April 1919. 
Passing of 'Abdu'l-Bahá, November 28, 1921. 


— The Bahá'í World, Volume XIX, p. 586; The Priceless Pearl, p. 4 
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6.1 


Shoghi Effendi 


Birth of Shoghi Effendi 


On the 27th day of Ramadán, 1314 of the Muslim calendar, Shoghi Effendi 
was born. This was Sunday, 1 March 1897 of the Gregorian calendar. These 
dates have been found in one of Shoghi Effendi's notebooks which he kept during 
his boyhood, written in his own hand. He was the eldest grandchild and first 
grandson of ‘Abdu’l-Baha, born of His eldest daughter, Díyá'fyyih Khánum, and 
her husband Mírzá Hádí Shírází, one of the Afnans and a relative of the Báb. 
He was invariably addressed by his grandfather as “Shoghi Effendi”; indeed, He 
gave instructions that he should at all times have the “Effendi” added and even 
told Shoghi Effendi’s own father he must address him thus and not merely as 
“Shoghi”. The word “Effendi” signifies “sir” or “mister” and is added as a term 
of respect... 

Although already appointed the hereditary successor of his grandfather, nei- 
ther the child, nor the ever-swelling host of followers of Bahá'u'lláh throughout 
the world, were made aware of this fact. In the Orient, where the principle of 
lineal descent is well understood and accepted as the normal course of events, 
there was hope no doubt, that even as Bahá'u'lláh Himself had demonstrated 
the validity of this mysterious and great principle of primogeniture, so would 
‘Abdu’l-Baha, His son and successor, do likewise. Many years before His pass- 
ing, in answer to a question from some Persian believers as to whether there 
would be one person to whom all should turn after His death, 'Abdu' l-Bahá had 
written: “...know verily that this is a well-guarded secret. It is even as a gem 
concealed within its shell. That it will be revealed is predestined. The time will 
come when its light will appear, when its evidences will be made manifest, and 
its secrets unravelled.” 

More light is thrown on this subject by the diary of Dr Yunis Khan, who 
spent three months in Akka with ‘Abdu’lBaha during 1897, and returned in 
1900 for a stay of many years. From his words we infer that, perhaps due to 
news having reached the West that a grandson had been born to the Master, a 
believer in America had written to Him that in the Bible is mentioned that after 
'Abdu'l-Bahá “a little child shall lead them” (Isaiah 11:6) and does this mean a 
real, living child who exists? Dr Yunis Khan was not aware, in 1897, that this 
question had been put and that ‘Abdu’l-Baha had revealed the following Tablet 
in answer to it: 
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O Maidservant of God! 

Verily, that child is born and is alive and írom him will appear won- 
drous things that thou wilt hear of in the future. Thou shalt behold 
him endowed with the most perfect appearance, supreme capacity, ab- 
solute perfection, consummate power and unsurpassed might. His face 
will shine with a radiance that illumines all the horizons of the world; 
therefore forget this not as long as thou dost live inasmuch as ages and 
centuries will bear traces of him. 

Upon thee be greetings and praise 

'Abdu'l-Bahá ‘Abbas 


— Amatu'l-Bahá Rúhíyyih Khánum, The Priceless Pearl, pp. 4, 1-2 


6.2 Passing of Shoghi Effendi 


Before the time came to return to Haifa in November [1957] Shoghi Effendi 
went to London to purchase a few more things for the furnishing of the now 
completed Archives building and in anticipation of transferring after his arrival 
all the precious historical materials he had exhibited and stored in the six rooms in 
which they had previously been housed. While we were there the great epidemic 
of Asiatic influenza was sweeping Europe and we both fell ill with it. We had 
an excellent physician, whom the Guardian liked and trusted, and the attack 
was not a particularly severe one, though he did have quite high fever for a few 
days. The doctor insisted that Shoghi Effendi should not arrange to leave London 
until he had been without any abnormal temperature for a week and to this he 
consented. In spite of his fever he read a great deal in bed and attended to his 
mail and cables. His illness at no time incapacitated him in any way, though it 
left him weak and with almost no appetite. When one week had passed from 
the time he first felt the effects of his influenza he was busy working on the last 
beautiful map, the one he called “the half-way point of the Ten Year Crusade". 
He had requested me to have a large table put in his room on which he could 
spread his map and for hours he worked at it, checking with me various figures 
and data against the many notes he kept showing the status of the Crusade all 
over the world. When I remonstrated with him about standing for so many hours 
to do this work when he was still so exhausted and begged him to wait a few 
days until he was feeling stronger, he said “No, I must finish it, it is worrying 
me. There is nothing left to do but check it. I have one or two names to add 
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that I have found in this mail, and I will finish it today.” While he was working 
he repeated once again the words I had so often heard him say during the last 
years of his life: “This work is killing me! How can Í go on with this? I shall 
have to stop it. It is too much. Look at the number of places Í have to write 
down. Look how exact I have to be!” He was tired when it was finally done and 
went back to his bed where he sat and read reports. So vast was the amount of 
material reaching him all the time from various parts of the Bahá'í world that 
if he did not keep abreast of it through reading many hours every day he risked 
never being able to catch up with it again. 

But the strains and pressures of his life had been too many and early in 
the morning of 4 November he suffered a coronary thrombosis. Death must have 
come to him so gently and so suddenly that he died without even knowing he was 
ascending to another realm. When I went to his room in the morning to ask him 
how he was I did not recognize that he was dead. His eyes were half-open with no 
look of pain, alarm or surprise in them. He lay as if he had wakened up and was 
quietly thinking about something in a relaxed and comfortable position. How 
terribly he had suffered when he suddenly learned of the death of his grandfather! 
Now he had been called softly and quickly away to join Him. The suffering and 
shock were this time to be the portion of someone else. 

— Amatu'l-Bahá Rühíyyih Khánum, The Priceless Pearl, pp. 445-447 


6.3 Station of Shoghi Effendi 


Salutation and praise, blessing and glory rest upon that primal branch of the 
Divine and Sacred Lote-Tree, grown out, blest, tender, verdant and flourishing 
from the Twin Holy Trees; the most wondrous, unique and priceless pearl that 
doth gleam from out the T'win surging seas;...for behold! he is the blest and 
sacred bough that hath branched out from the Twin Holy Trees. Well is it with 
him that seeketh the shelter of his shade that shadoweth all mankind. . .. 

O my loving friends! After the passing away of this wronged one, it is incum- 
bent upon the Aghsán" (Branches), the Afnán? (Twigs) of the Sacred Lote- Tree, 
the Hands (pillars) of the Cause of God and the loved ones of the Abhá Beauty to 
turn unto Shoghi Effendi—the youthful branch branched from the two hallowed 


"Branches: the sons and male descendants of Bahá'u'lláh. — Glossary, Messages from the Universal 
House of Justice 1963-1986, p. 731.]] 

8[[Twigs: the Báb's kindred; specifically, descendants of His three maternal uncles and His wife's two 
brothers. — Glossary, Messages from the Universal House of Justice 1963-1986, p. 730.]] 
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and sacred Lote-Trees and the fruit grown from the union of the two offshoots of 
the Tree of Holiness,—as he is the sign of God, the chosen branch, the Guardian 
of the Cause of God, he unto whom all the Aghsán, the Afnán, the Hands of the 
Cause of God and His loved ones must turn. He is the Interpreter of the Word 
of God and after him will succeed the first-born of his lineal descendents. 

The sacred and youthful branch, the Guardian of the Cause of God, as well 
as the Universal House of Justice to be universally elected and established, are 
both under the care and protection of the Abhá Beauty, under the shelter and 
unerring guidance of the Exalted One (may my life be offered up for them both). 
Whatsoever they decide is of God. Whoso obeyeth him not, neither obeyeth 
them, hath not obeyed God... The mighty stronghold shall remain impregnable 
and safe through obedience to him who is the Guardian of the Cause of God. It 
is incumbent upon the members of the House of Justice, upon all the Aghsán, the 
Afnan, the Hands of the Cause of God to show their obedience, submissiveness 
and subordination unto the Guardian of the Cause of God, to turn unto him and 
be lowly before him. He that opposeth him hath opposed the True One, will 
make a breach in the Cause of God, will subvert His Word and will become a 
manifestation of the Center of Sedition.... 

O ye beloved of the Lord! It is incumbent upon the Guardian of the Cause 
of God to appoint in his own life-time him that shall become his successor, that 
differences may not arise after his passing. He that is appointed must manifest in 
himself detachment from all worldly things, must be the essence of purity, must 
show in himself the fear of God, knowledge, wisdom and learning. Thus, should 
the first-born of the Guardian of the Cause of God not manifest in himself the 
truth of the words:—“The child is the secret essence of its sire,” that is, should 
he not inherit of the spiritual within him (the Guardian of the Cause of God) 
and his glorious lineage not be matched with a goodly character, then must he, 
(the Guardian of the Cause of God) choose another branch to succeed him. 

The Hands of the Cause of God must elect from their own number nine 
persons that shall at all times be occupied in the important services in the work 
of the Guardian of the Cause of God. The election of these nine must be carried 
either unanimously or by majority from the company of the Hands of the Cause 
of God and these, whether unanimously or by a majority vote, must give their 
assent to the choice of the one whom the Guardian of the Cause of God hath 
chosen as his successor. This assent must be given in such wise as the assenting 
and dissenting voices may not be distinguished (i.e., secret ballot). ... 

O ye the faithful loved ones of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! It is incumbent upon you to 
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take the greatest care of Shoghi Effendi, the twig that hath branched from and 
the fruit given Íorth by the two hallowed and Divine Lote-Trees, that no dust of 
despondency and sorrow may stain his radiant nature, that day by day he may 
wax greater in happiness, in joy and spirituality, and may grow to become even 
as a fruitful tree. 

For he is, after ‘Abdu’l-Baha, the Guardian of the Cause of God, the Afnán, 
the Hands (pillars) of the Cause and the beloved of the Lord must obey him 
and turn unto him. He that obeyeth him not, hath not obeyed God; he that 
turneth away from him, hath turned away from God and he that denieth him, 
hath denied the True One. 

—Abdu’l-Baha, excerpts from The Will and Testament of ‘Abdu’l-Baha 


It should be stated, at the very outset, in clear and unambiguous language, 
that these twin institutions of the Administrative Order of Bahá'u'lláh [the 
Guardianship and the Universal House of Justice] should be regarded as divine 
in origin, essential in their functions and complementary in their aim and pur- 
pose. Their common, their fundamental object is to insure the continuity of that 
divinely-appointed authority which flows from the Source of our Faith, to safe- 
guard the unity of its followers and to maintain the integrity and flexibility of its 
teachings. Acting in conjunction with each other these two inseparable institu- 
tions administer its affairs, coordinate its activities, promote its interests, execute 
its laws and defend its subsidiary institutions. Severally, each operates within 
a clearly defined sphere of jurisdiction; each is equipped with its own attendant 
institutions—instruments designed for the effective discharge of its particular re- 
sponsibilities and duties. Each exercises, within the limitations imposed upon 
it, its powers, its authority, its rights and prerogatives. These are neither con- 
tradictory, nor detract in the slightest degree from the position which each of 
these institutions occupies. Far from being incompatible or mutually destruc- 
tive, they supplement each other’s authority and functions, and are permanently 
and fundamentally united in their aims. . .. 

“He is the Interpreter of the Word of God,” ‘Abdu’l-Baha, referring to 
the functions of the Guardian of the Faith, asserts, using in His Will the 
very term which He Himself had chosen when refuting the argument of the 
Covenant-breakers who had challenged His right to interpret the utterances of 
Bahá'u'lláh.... 

From these statements it is made indubitably clear and evident that the 
Guardian of the Faith has been made the Interpreter of the Word and that the 
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Universal House of Justice has been invested with the function of legislating 
on matters not expressly revealed in the teachings. The interpretation of the 
Guardian, functioning within his own sphere, is as authoritative and binding as 
the enactments of the International House of Justice, whose exclusive right and 
prerogative is to pronounce upon and deliver the final judgment on such laws 
and ordinances as Bahá'u'lláh has not expressly revealed. Neither can, nor will 
ever, infringe upon the sacred and prescribed domain of the other. Neither will 
seek to curtail the specific and undoubted authority with which both have been 
divinely invested. ... 

Dearly-beloved friends! Exalted as is the position and vital as is the function 
of the institution of the Guardianship in the Administrative Order of Bahá'u'lláh, 
and staggering as must be the weight of responsibility which it carries, its impor- 
tance must, whatever be the language of the Will, be in no wise over-emphasized. 
The Guardian of the Faith must not under any circumstances, and whatever his 
merits or his achievements, be exalted to the rank that will make him a co-sharer 
with ‘Abdu’lBaha in the unique position which the Center of the Covenant 
occupies—much less to the station exclusively ordained for the Manifestation of 
God. So grave a departure from the established tenets of our Faith is nothing 
short of open blasphemy. As I have already stated, in the course of my references 
to ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s station, however great the gulf that separates Him from the 
Author of a Divine Revelation it can never measure with the distance that stands 
between Him Who is the Center of Bahá'u'lláh's Covenant and the Guardians 
who are its chosen ministers. There is a far, far greater distance separating the 
Guardian from the Center of the Covenant than there is between the Center of 
the Covenant and its Author. 

No Guardian of the Faith, I feel it my solemn duty to place on record, can 
ever claim to be the perfect exemplar of the teachings of Bahá'u'lláh or the stain- 
less mirror that reflects His light. Though overshadowed by the unfailing, the 
unerring protection of Bahá'u'lláh and of the Bab, and however much he may 
share with ‘Abdu’l-Baha the right and obligation to interpret the Bahá'í teach- 
ings, he remains essentially human and cannot, if he wishes to remain faithful 
to his trust, arrogate to himself, under any pretense whatsoever, the rights, the 
privileges and prerogatives which Bahá'u'lláh has chosen to confer upon His Son. 
In the light of this truth to pray to the Guardian of the Faith, to address him as 
lord and master, to designate him as his holiness, to seek his benediction, to cel- 
ebrate his birthday, or to commemorate any event associated with his life would 
be tantamount to a departure from those established truths that are enshrined 
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6.4 


within our beloved Faith. The fact that the Guardian has been specifically en- 
dowed with such power as he may need to reveal the purport and disclose the 
implications of the utterances of Bahá'u'lláh and of ‘Abdu’l-Baha does not nec- 
essarily confer upon him a station co-egual with those Whose words he is called 
upon to interpret. He can exercise that right and discharge this obligation and 
yet remain infinitely inferior to both of them in rank and different in nature. 
—Shoghi Effendi, The World Order of Bahá'u'lláh, pp. 148-151 
Important Events 1922-1957 


Verdict of the Islamic Court in Egypt pronouncing the Faith to be an independent 
religion, May 10, 1925. 


Martha Root's first interview with Queen Marie of Romania, January 30, 1926. 


Resolution of the Council of the League of Nations upholding the claim of the Bahá'í 
community to the House of Bahá'u'lláh in Baghdád, March 4, 1929. 


Passing of the Greatest Holy Leaf, July 1932. 

Inception of the First American Seven-Year Plan, April 1937. 

Celebration of the Centenary of the Declaration of the Báb, May 23, 1944. 
Inception of the Second American Seven-Year Plan, April 1946. 
Centenary of the Martyrdom of the Báb, July 9, 1950. 


Completion of the Arcade and Parapet of the Shrine of the Báb on Mt. Carmel, July 
9, 1950. 


Inauguration of the Centenary Celebrations of the birth of Bahá'u'lláh's Prophetic 
Mission, October 1952. 


First Bahá'í Intercontinental Teaching Conference, Kampala, Uganda, Africa, February 
12-18, 1953. 


Inauguration of the Ten-Year International Bahá í Teaching and Consolidation Plan, 
April 1953. 
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Bahá'í dedication of the Mashriqu’l-Adhkár in Wilmette, Illinois, May 1, 1953. Public 
dedication, May 2, 1953. 


All-American Bahá'í Intercontinental Teaching Conference, Chicago, May 3-6, 1953. 


Third Bahá'í Intercontinental Teaching Conference, Stockholm, Sweden, July 21-26, 
1953. 


Fourth Bahá'í Intercontinental Teaching Conference, New Delhi, India, October 7-15, 
1953. 


Completion of the construction of the Shrine of the Báb, October 1953. 


Expansion of the Faith to 100 additional countries and islands by settlement of the 
Knights of Bahá'u'lláh, 1953-1954. 


Completion of exterior of International Archives Building, 1957. 


Passing of Shoghi Effendi, November 4, 1957. 


— The Bahá'í World, Volume XIX, pp. 586-587 
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The Hands of the Cause of God 


Station of the Hands of the Cause of God 


Light and glory, greeting and praise be upon the Hands of His Cause, through 
whom the light of fortitude hath shone forth and the truth hath been established 
that the authority to choose rests with God, the Powerful, the Mighty, the Un- 
constrained, through whom the ocean of bounty hath surged and the fragrance 
of the gracious favours of God, the Lord of mankind, hath been diffused. We 
beseech Him—exalted is He—to shield them through the power of His hosts, 
to protect them through the potency of His dominion and to aid them through 
His indomitable strength which prevaileth over all created things. Sovereignty is 
God’s, the Creator of the heavens and the Lord of the Kingdom of Names. 

—Bahá'u'lláh, Tablets of Bahá’u’lláh Revealed After the Kitáb-i-Aqdas, p. 83 


O friends! The Hands of the Cause of God must be nominated and appointed 
by the Guardian of the Cause of God. All must be under his shadow and obey 
his command. Should any, within or without the company of the Hands of the 
Cause of God disobey and seek division, the wrath of God and His vengeance 
will be upon him, for he will have caused a breach in the true Faith of God. 

The obligations of the Hands of the Cause of God are to diffuse the Divine 
Fragrances, to edify the souls of men, to promote learning, to improve the char- 
acter of all men and to be, at all times and under all conditions, sanctified and 
detached from earthly things. They must manifest the fear of God by their 
conduct, their manners, their deeds and their words. 

This body of the Hands of the Cause of God is under the direction of the 
Guardian of the Cause of God. He must continually urge them to strive and 
endeavor to the utmost of their ability to diffuse the sweet savors of God, and 
to guide all the peoples of the world, for it is the light of Divine Guidance that 
causeth all the universe to be illumined. 

—Abdu’l-Baha, excerpts from The Will and Testament of ‘Abdu’l-Baha 


So marvelous a progress, embracing so vast a field, achieved in so short a 
time, by so small a band of heroic souls, well deserves, at this juncture in the 
evolution of a decade-long Crusade, to be signalized by, and indeed necessitates, 
the announcement of yet another step in the progressive unfoldment of one of 
the cardinal and pivotal institutions ordained by Bahá'u'lláh, and confirmed 
in the Will and Testament of ‘Abdu’l-Baha, involving the designation of yet 
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another contingent of the Hands of the Cause of God, raising thereby to thrice 
nine the total number of the Chief Stewards of Bahá'u'lláh's embryonic World 
Commonwealth, who have been invested by the unerring Pen of the Center of His 
Covenant with the dual function of guarding over the security, and of insuring 
the propagation, of His Father's Faith. 

—Shoghi Effendi, Messages to the Bahá'í World, p. 127 


7.2 List of the Hands of the Cause of God 


1. Appointed by Bahá'u'lláh During His Ministry, 1863-1892 
Haji Mulla ‘Ali-Akbar-i-Shahmirzadi, known as Haji Ákhúnd 
Haji Mírzá Muhammad Tagqíy-i-Abharí, known as Ibn-i-Abhar 
Mirza Muhammad-Hasan, entitled Adfbu’l-‘Ulama, known as Adib 
Mirza ‘Ali-Muhammad, known as Ibn-i-Asdaq 


2. Outstanding Believers Referred to by ‘Abdu’l-Baha as Hands of the Cause 
During His Ministry, 1892-1921 
Aqa Muhammad-i-Q&'iní, known as Nabil-i-Akbar 
Mirza ‘Ali-Muhammad-i-Varqa, the martyr 
Shaykh Muhammad-Ridáy-i- Yazdí 
Mullá Sádiq-i-Muqaddas, entitled Ismu'lláhu'l-Asdaq 


3. Appointed Posthumously by Shoghi Effendi During His Ministry, 1921— 
1957 
John E. Esslemont, 1874-1925, announced 11/30/1925 
Haji Abú'l-Hasan Amín, Trustee of Huqüqu'lláh, ?9-1928, announced 7/1928 
Keith Ransom-Kehler, 1876-1933, announced 10/28/1933 
Martha Root, 1872-1939, announced 10/2/1939 
'Abdu'l-Jalíl Bey Said, ?-1942, announced 6/25/1942 
Siyyid Mustafá Rúmí, ?-1942'°, announced 7/14/1945 
Muhammad Taqíy-i-Isfahání, ?—1946, announced 12/15/1946 
Louis Gregory, 1874-1951, announced 8/5/1951 
Roy C. Wilhelm, 1875-1951, announced 12/23/1951 
John Henry Hyde-Dunn, 1855-1941, announced 4/26/1952 


?[[Born c. 1831 according to Lights of Fortitude.]] 
10[[Born c. 1846 and died 1945 according to Lights of Fortitude.]] 
H [Born c. 1860 according to Lights of Fortitude.]] 
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4. First Contingent, Announced 24 December 1951 
Dorothy Baker, 1898-1954 
Amelia E. Collins, 1873-1962 
‘Ali-Akbar Furútan, 1905-2003!? 
Ugo Giachery, 1896-1989 
Hermann Grossmann, 1899-1968 
Horace Holley, 1887-1960 
Leroy Ioas, 1896-1965 
William Sutherland Maxwell, 1874-1952 
Charles Mason Remey, 1874-1974 
Tarázu'lláh Samandarí, 1874-1968 
George Townshend, 1876-1957 
Valíyu'lláh Varqá, 1884-1955 


5. Second Contingent, Announced 29 February 1952 
Shu'á'u'lláh ‘Ala’i, 1889-1984 
Müsá Banání, 1886-1971 
Clara Dunn, 1869-1960 
Dhikru'lláh Khádem, 1904-1986 
Adelbert Mühlschlegel, 1897-1980 
Siegfried Schopflocher, 1877-1953 
Corinne True, 1861-1961 


6. Third Contingent, Announced October 1957 
Hasan Balyuzi, 1908-1980 
Abu'l-Qásim Faizí, 1906-1980 
H. Collis Featherstone, 1913-1990 
John Ferraby, 1914-1973 
Rahmatu'lláh Muhájir, 1923-1979 
Enoch Olinga, 1926-1979 
John Robarts, 1901-1991 
William Sears, 1911-1992 


7. Individual Appointments by Shoghi Effendi 
Amatu'l-Bahá Rúhíyyih Khánum, 1910-2000'%, announced 3/26/1952 
Jalál Khazeh, 1897-1990, announced 12/6/1953 
Paul E. Haney, 1909-1982, announced 3/19/1954 
Alí-Muhammad Varga, 19111, announced 11/15/1955 


12|[Died November 26, 2003]] 
13[[Died January 19, 2000}] 
14[[Born 1912 according to Lights of Fortitude.]] 
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Agnes B. Alexander, 1875-1971, announced 3/27/1957 
— The Ministry of the Custodians 1957-1963, pp. xxii-xxiv 


7.3 Stewardship of the Hands of the Cause of God 


Nine days had not yet elapsed after the interment of the sacred remains 
of our beloved Guardian, Shoghi Effendi, in London, when the Hands of the 
Cause, to the number of twenty-six, assembled at the World Centre of the Faith, 
in our capacity as “Chief Stewards of the embryonic World Commonwealth of 
Bahá'u'lláh", to consult together on the most tragic situation facing the Bahá ís 
since the Ascension of ‘Abdu’l-Baha, and to take all necessary and appropriate 
measures to safeguard the highest interests of our Faith. 

— The Hands of the Cause of God, The Ministry of the Custodians 1957—1963, 
p. 35 


With the erection in 1962 of twelve more future pillars of that supreme leg- 
islative Body of the Bahá'í world, a firm foundation will have been laid for the 
election of “that Universal House of Justice which," Shoghi Effendi stated, “as 
its title implies, is to be the exponent and guardian of that Divine Justice which 
can alone ensure the security of, and establish the reign of law and order in, a 
strangely disordered world." 

We are now able to envisage the steps that must still be taken before that 
“Ark” referred to in Bahá'u'lláh's prophetic Tablet of Carmel shall come into 
being, an ark whose dwellers, the Guardian told us, “are the men of the Supreme 
House of Justice, which, in conformity with the exact provisions of the Will and 
Testament of the Centre of the Mighty Covenant, is the Body which should legis- 
late on laws not explicitly revealed in the Text. In this Dispensation, these laws 
are destined to flow from this Holy Mountain, even as in the Mosaic Dispensation 
the law of God was promulgated from Zion." 

The Chief Stewards of the Faith are therefore calling a Convention in the Holy 
Land for the election of the Universal House of Justice on the first, second and 
third days of Ridván, 1963. The members of all National and Regional Spiritual 
Assemblies elected by the Bahá ís in Ridván, 1962 will, in conformity with the 
teachings, constitute the electoral body empowered to vote for this crowning 
unit of the embryonic World Order of Bahá'u'lláh, upon whose deliberations 
the unique bounty of receiving divine inspiration has been bestowed, and whose 
decisions are infallibly guided by both the Báb and Bahá'u'lláh. 
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— The Hands of the Cause of God, The Ministry of the Custodians 1957-1963, 
p. 321 


The paeans of joy and gratitude, of love and adoration which we now raise 
to the throne of Bahá'u'lláh would be inadequate, and the celebrations of this 
Most Great Jubilee in which, as promised by our beloved Guardian, we are now 
engaged, would be marred were no tribute paid at this time to the Hands of the 
Cause of God. For they share the victory with their beloved commander, he who 
raised them up and appointed them. They kept the ship on its course and brought 
it safe to port. The Universal House of Justice, with pride and love, recalls on this 
supreme occasion its profound admiration for the heroic work which they have 
accomplished. We do not wish to dwell on the appalling dangers which faced the 
infant Cause when it was suddenly deprived of our beloved Shoghi Effendi, but 
rather to acknowledge with all the love and gratitude of our hearts the reality of 
the sacrifice, the labor, the self-discipline, the superb stewardship of the Hands of 
the Cause of God. We can think of no more fitting words to express our tribute 
to these dearly loved and valiant souls than to recall the Words of Bahá'u'lláh 
Himself... 

—The Universal House of Justice, Messages from the Universal House of 
Justice 1963-1986, p. 6 


Following the passing of Shoghi Effendi the international administration of 
the Faith was carried on by the Hands of the Cause of God with the complete 
agreement and loyalty of the National Spiritual Assemblies and the body of the 
believers. This was in accordance with the Guardian’s designation of the Hands 
as the “Chief Stewards of Baha’u’llah’s embryonic World Commonwealth.”. .. 

From the very outset of their custodianship of the Cause of God the Hands 
realized that since they had no certainty of Divine guidance such as is incontro- 
vertibly assured to the Guardian and to the Universal House of Justice, their one 
safe course was to follow with undeviating firmness the instructions and policies of 
Shoghi Effendi. The entire history of religion shows no comparable record of such 
strict self-discipline, such absolute loyalty, and such complete self-abnegation by 
the leaders of a religion finding themselves suddenly deprived of their divinely 
inspired guide. The debt of gratitude which mankind for generations, nay, ages 
to come, owes to this handful of grief-stricken, steadfast, heroic souls is beyond 
estimation. 

—The Universal House of Justice, Messages from the Universal House of 
Justice 1963-1986, p. 51 
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7.4 The Rulers and the Learned 


In the Kitáb-i- Ahdí (the Book of His Covenant) Bahá'u'lláh wrote “Blessed 
are the rulers and the learned among the people of Baha,” and referring to this 
very passage the beloved Guardian wrote on 4 November 1931: 


In this holy cycle the “learned” are, on the one hand, the Hands of 
the Cause of God, and, on the other, the teachers and diffusers of 
His teachings who do not rank as Hands, but who have attained an 
eminent position in the teaching work. As to the “rulers” they refer 
to the members of the Local, National and International Houses of 
Justice. The duties of each of these souls will be determined in the 
future. 


The Hands of the Cause of God, the Counselors and the members of the Auxiliary 
Boards fall within the definition of the “learned” given by the beloved Guardian. 
Thus they are all intimately interrelated and it is not incorrect to refer to the 
three ranks collectively as one institution. 

However, each is also a separate institution in itself. The Institution of the 
Hands of the Cause of God was brought into existence in the time of Bahá'u'lláh 
and when the Administrative Order was proclaimed and formally established by 
‘Abdu’l-Baha in His Will, it became an auxiliary institution of the Guardianship. 
The Auxiliary Boards, in their turn, were brought into being by Shoghi Effendi 
as an auxiliary institution of the Hands of the Cause. 

When, following the passing of Shoghi Effendi, the Universal House of Justice 
decided that it could not legislate to make possible the appointment of further 
Hands of the Cause, it became necessary for it to create a new institution, ap- 
pointed by itself, to extend into the future the functions of protection and propa- 
gation vested in the Hands of the Cause and, with that in view, so to develop the 
Institution of the Hands that it could nurture the new institution and function 
in close collaboration with it as long as possible. It was also vital so to arrange 
matters as to make the most effective use of the unique services of the Hands 
themselves. ... 

In June 1968 the Institution of the Continental Boards of Counselors was 
brought into being, fulfilling the goal of extending the aforementioned functions 
of the Hands into the future, and this momentous decision was accompanied by 
the next step in the development of the Institution of the Hands of the Cause: 
the continental Hands were to serve henceforth on a worldwide basis and operate 
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individually in direct relationship to the Universal House of Justice; the Hands 
ceased to be responsible for the direction of the Auxiliary Boards, which became 
an auxiliary institution of the Continental Boards of Counselors; the Hands of 
the Cause residing in the Holy Land were given the task of acting as liaison 
between the Universal House of Justice and the Boards of Counselors; and the 
working interrelationships between the Hands and the Boards of Counselors were 
established. Reference was also made to the future establishment by the Universal 
House of Justice, with the assistance of the Hands residing in the Holy Land, of 
an international teaching center in the Holy Land.... 

We have noted that the Hands, the Counselors and the Auxiliary Boards 
are sometimes referred to by the friends as the “appointive arm” of the Admin- 
istrative Order in contradistinction to the Universal House of Justice and the 
National and Local Assemblies which constitute the “elective arm.” While there 
is truth in this description as it applies to the method used in the creation of these 
institutions, the friends should understand that it is not only the fact of appoint- 
ment that particularly distinguishes the institutions of the Hands, Counselors 
and Auxiliary Boards. There are, for instance, many more believers appointed 
to committees in the “elective arm” than are serving in the so-called “appointive 
arm.” A more striking distinction is that whereas the “rulers” in the Cause 
function as corporate bodies, the “learned” operate primarily as individuals. 

In a letter written on 14 March 1927 to the Spiritual Assembly of the Bahá ís 
of Istanbul, the Guardian’s Secretary explained, on his behalf, the principle in the 
Cause of action by majority vote. He pointed out how, in the past, it was certain 
individuals who “accounted themselves as superior in knowledge and elevated 
in position” who caused division, and that it was those “who pretended to be 
the most distinguished of all” who “always proved themselves to be the source 
of contention.” “But praise be God,” he continued, “that the Pen of Glory 
has done away with the unyielding and dictatorial views of the learned and the 
wise, dismissed the assertions of individuals as an authoritative criterion, even 
though they were recognized as the most accomplished and learned among men 
and ordained that all matters be referred to authorized centers and specified 
Assemblies. Even so, no Assembly has been invested with the absolute authority 
to deal with such general matters as affect the interests of nations. Nay rather, 
He has brought all the assemblies together under the shadow of one House of 
Justice, one divinely appointed Center, so that there would be only one Center 
and all the rest integrated into a single body, revolving around one expressly 
designated Pivot, thus making them all proof against schism and division.” 
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Having permanently excluded the evils admittedly inherent in the institutions 
of the “learned” in past dispensations, Bahá'u'lláh has nevertheless embodied in 
His Administrative Order the beneficent elements which exist in such institutions, 
elements which are of fundamental value for the progress of the Cause, as can be 
gauged from even a cursory reading of the Guardian's message of 4 June 1957. 

The existence of institutions of such exalted rank, comprising individuals who 
play such a vital role, who yet have no legislative, administrative or judicial au- 
thority, and are entirely devoid of priestly functions or the right to make author- 
itative interpretations, is a feature of Bahá'í administration unparalleled in the 
religions of the past. The newness and uniqueness of this concept make it difficult 
to grasp; only as the Bahá'í Community grows and the believers are increasingly 
able to contemplate its administrative structure uninfluenced by concepts from 
past ages, will the vital interdependence of the “rulers” and “learned” in the 
Faith be properly understood, and the inestimable value of their interaction be 
fully recognized. 

—The Universal House of Justice, Messages from the Universal House of 
Justice 1963-1986, pp. 214-217 


7.5 Important Events 1958—1963 


e The holding of five Intercontinental Teaching Conferences successively in Kampala, 
Sydney, Wilmette, Frankfurt, Djakarta/Singapore, 1958. 


e First dependency of a Mashriqu'l-Adhkár, the Bahá'í Home for the Aged, opened in 
Wilmette, Illinois, U.S.A., January 1959. 


e Dedication of the Mother Temple of Africa, Kampala, Uganda, January 14, 1961. 


e Dedication of the Mother Temple of the Antipodes, Sydney, Australia, September 16, 
1961. 


e Completion of the Ten Year Crusade; Election of the Universal House of Justice; and 
Celebration of the Most Great Jubilee, in London, April 1963. 


— The Bahá'í World, Volume XIX, p. 587 
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8.1 


The Universal House of Justice 


First Election of the Universal House of Justice 


OCCASION WORLDWIDE CELEBRATIONS MOST GREAT JUBILEE 
COMMEMORATING CENTENARY ASCENSION BAHA’U’LLAH THRONE 
HIS SOVEREIGNTY WITH HEARTS OVERFLOWING GRATITUDE HIS 
UNFAILING PROTECTION OVERFLOWING BOUNTIES JOYOUSLY AN- 
NOUNCE FRIENDS EAST WEST ELECTION SUPREME LEGISLATIVE 
BODY ORDAINED BY HIM IN HIS MOST HOLY BOOK PROMISED BY 
HIM RECEIVE HIS INFALLIBLE GUIDANCE. MEMBERS FIRST HIS- 
TORIC HOUSE JUSTICE DULY ELECTED BY DELEGATES COMPRISING 
MEMBERS FIFTY-SIX NATIONAL ASSEMBLIES ARE 


CHARLES WOLCOTT 

‘ALI NAKHJAVANI 

H BORRAH KAVELIN 

IAN SEMPLE 
LUTFU'LLÁH HAKIM 
DAVID HOFMAN 

HUGH CHANCE 

AMOZ GIBSON 
HUSHMAND FATHEAZAM. 


TO JUBILATION ENTIRE BAHÁ'Í WORLD VICTORIOUS COMPLETION 
BELOVED GUARDIAN’S UNIQUE CRUSADE NOW ADDED HUMBLE 
GRATITUDE PROFOUND THANKSGIVING FOLLOWERS BAHA’U’LLAH 
FOR ERECTION UNIVERSAL HOUSE JUSTICE AUGUST BODY TO 
WHOM ALL BELIEVERS MUST TURN WHOSE DESTINY IS TO GUIDE 
UNFOLDMENT HIS EMBRYONIC WORLD ORDER THROUGH ADMIN- 
ISTRATIVE INSTITUTIONS PRESCRIBED BY BAHA’U’LLAH ELABO- 
RATED BY ‘ABDU’L-BAHA LABORIOUSLY ERECTED BY SHOGHI EF- 
FENDI AND ENSURE EARLY DAWN GOLDEN AGE FAITH WHEN THE 
WORD OF THE LORD WILL COVER THE EARTH AS THE WATERS 
COVER THE SEA. 
Haifa, 22 April 1963 Handsfaith 
—Hands of the Cause of God, Messages from the Universal House of Justice 
1963-1986, p. vi 
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8.2 Station of the Universal House of Justice 


Ere long will God sail His Ark upon thee, and will manifest the people of 
Bahá who have been mentioned in the Book of Names. 

—Bahá'u'lláh, in Tablet of Carmel, Tablets of Bahá'u'lláh Revealed After the 
Kitáb-i-Aqdas, p. 5 


In it15 He!“ formally ordains the institution of the “House of Justice", defines 
its functions, fixes its revenues, and designates its members as the “Men of Jus- 
tice", the “Deputies of God", the “Trustees of the All-Merciful”; alludes to the 
future Centre of His Covenant, and invests Him with the right of interpreting His 
holy Writ; anticipates by implication the institution of Guardianship. .. 

—Shoghi Effendi, The Kitáb-i-Aqdas, pp. 13-14 


The sacred and youthful branch, the Guardian of the Cause of God, as well 
as the Universal House of Justice to be universally elected and established, are 
both under the care and protection of the Abhá Beauty, under the shelter and 
unerring guidance of the Exalted One (may my life be offered up for them both). 
Whatsoever they decide is of God. Whoso obeyeth him not, neither obeyeth 
them, hath not obeyed God... 

And now, concerning the House of Justice which God hath ordained as the 
source of all good and freed from all error, it must be elected by universal suffrage, 
that is, by the believers. Its members must be manifestations of the fear of God 
and daysprings of knowledge and understanding, must be steadfast in God’s faith 
and the well-wishers of all mankind. By this House is meant the Universal House 
of Justice, that is, in all countries a secondary House of Justice must be instituted, 
and these secondary Houses of Justice must elect the members of the Universal 
one. Unto this body all things must be referred. It enacteth all ordinances and 
regulations that are not to be found in the explicit Holy Text. By this body all 
the difficult problems are to be resolved.... This House of Justice enacteth the 
laws and the government enforceth them. The legislative body must reinforce the 
executive, the executive must aid and assist the legislative body so that through 
the close union and harmony of these two forces, the foundation of fairness and 
justice may become firm and strong, that all the regions of the world may become 
even as Paradise itself. . . . 


15The Kitáb-i-Aqdas 
l6Bahá'wlláh 
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Unto the Most Holy Book every one must turn, and all that is not expressly 
recorded therein must be referred to the Universal House of Justice. That which 
this body, whether unanimously or by a majority doth carry, that is verily the 
truth and the purpose of God Himself. Whoso doth deviate therefrom is verily 
of them that love discord, hath shown forth malice, and turned away from the 
Lord of the Covenant. By this House is meant that Universal House of Justice 
which is to be elected from all countries, that is from those parts in the East and 
West where the loved ones are to be found, after the manner of the customary 
elections in Western countries such as those of England. 

It is incumbent upon these members (of the Universal House of Justice) to 
gather in a certain place and deliberate upon all problems which have caused 
difference, questions that are obscure and matters that are not expressly recorded 
in the Book. Whatsoever they decide has the same effect as the Text itself. 
Inasmuch as the House of Justice hath power to enact laws that are not expressly 
recorded in the Book and bear upon daily transactions, so also it hath power to 
repeal the same. Thus for example, the House of Justice enacteth today a certain 
law and enforceth it, and a hundred years hence, circumstances having profoundly 
changed and the conditions having altered, another House of Justice will then 
have power, according to the exigencies of the time, to alter that law. This it 
can do because these laws form no part of the divine explicit Text. The House 
of Justice is both the initiator and the abrogator of its own laws. 

—Abdu’l-Baha, excerpts from The Will and Testament of ‘Abdu’l-Baha 


It should also be borne in mind that the machinery of the Cause has been 
so fashioned, that whatever is deemed necessary to incorporate into it in order 
to keep it in the forefront of all progressive movements, can, according to the 
provisions made by Bahá'u'lláh, be safely embodied therein. To this testify the 
words of Bahá'u'lláh, as recorded in the Eighth Leaf of the exalted Paradise: “It 
is incumbent upon the Trustees of the House of Justice to take counsel together 
regarding those things which have not outwardly been revealed in the Book, and 
to enforce that which is agreeable to them. God will verily inspire them with 
whatsoever He willeth, and He, verily, is the Provider, the Omniscient.” Not 
only has the House of Justice been invested by Bahá'u'lláh with the authority 
to legislate whatsoever has not been explicitly and outwardly recorded in His 
holy Writ, upon it has also been conferred by the Will and Testament of ‘Abdu’l- 
Baha the right and power to abrogate, according to the changes and requirements 
of the time, whatever has been already enacted and enforced by a preceding 
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House of Justice.... Such is the immutability of His revealed Word. Such is 
the elasticity which characterizes the functions of His appointed ministers. The 
first preserves the identity of His Faith, and guards the integrity of His law. The 
second enables it, even as a living organism, to expand and adapt itself to the 
needs and requirements of an ever-changing society. 

—Shoghi Effendi, The World Order of Bahá’u’lláh, pp. 22-23 


An attempt, I feel, should at the present juncture be made to explain the 
character and functions of the twin pillars that support this mighty Administra- 
tive Structure—the institutions of the Guardianship and of the Universal House 
of Justice. To describe in their entirety the diverse elements that function in con- 
junction with these institutions is beyond the scope and purpose of this general 
exposition of the fundamental verities of the Faith. To define with accuracy and 
minuteness the features, and to analyze exhaustively the nature of the relation- 
ships which, on the one hand, bind together these two fundamental organs of 
the Will of ‘Abdu’l-Baha and connect, on the other, each of them to the Author 
of the Faith and the Center of His Covenant is a task which future generations 
will no doubt adequately fulfill. My present intention is to elaborate certain 
salient features of this scheme which, however close we may stand to its colos- 
sal structure, are already so clearly defined that we find it inexcusable to either 
misconceive or ignore. 

It should be stated, at the very outset, in clear and unambiguous language, 
that these twin institutions of the Administrative Order of Bahá'u'lláh should 
be regarded as divine in origin, essential in their functions and complementary 
in their aim and purpose. Their common, their fundamental object is to insure 
the continuity of that divinely-appointed authority which flows from the Source 
of our Faith, to safeguard the unity of its followers and to maintain the integrity 
and flexibility of its teachings. Acting in conjunction with each other these two 
inseparable institutions administer its affairs, coordinate its activities, promote 
its interests, execute its laws and defend its subsidiary institutions. Severally, 
each operates within a clearly defined sphere of jurisdiction; each is equipped 
with its own attendant institutions—instruments designed for the effective dis- 
charge of its particular responsibilities and duties. Each exercises, within the 
limitations imposed upon it, its powers, its authority, its rights and prerogatives. 
These are neither contradictory, nor detract in the slightest degree from the po- 
sition which each of these institutions occupies. Far from being incompatible or 
mutually destructive, they supplement each other’s authority and functions, and 
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8.3 


are permanently and fundamentally united in their aims.... 

From these statements it is made indubitably clear and evident that the 
Guardian of the Faith has been made the Interpreter of the Word and that the 
Universal House of Justice has been invested with the function of legislating 
on matters not expressly revealed in the teachings. The interpretation of the 
Guardian, functioning within his own sphere, is as authoritative and binding as 
the enactments of the International House of Justice, whose exclusive right and 
prerogative is to pronounce upon and deliver the final judgment on such laws 
and ordinances as Bahá'u'lláh has not expressly revealed. Neither can, nor will 
ever, iníringe upon the sacred and prescribed domain of the other. Neither will 
seek to curtail the specific and undoubted authority with which both have been 
divinely invested. 

—Shoghi Effendi, The World Order of Bahá’u’lláh, pp. 147-150 


To their Persian brethren, who in the heroic age of the Faith had won the 
crown of martyrdom, the American believers, forerunners of its golden age, were 
now worthily succeeding, bearing in their turn the palm of a hard-won victory. 
The unbroken record of their illustrious deeds had established beyond the shadow 
of a doubt their preponderating share in shaping the destinies of their Faith. In a 
world writhing with pain and declining into chaos this community—the vanguard 
of the liberating forces of Bahá'u'lláh— succeeded in the years following ‘Abdu’ 
Bahá's passing in raising high above the institutions established by its sister 
communities in East and West what may well constitute the chief pillar of that 
future House—a House which posterity will regard as the last refuge of a tottering 
civilization. 


—Shoghi Effendi, The World Order of Bahá’u’lláh, p. 89 


Membership 


With reference to the membership of the House of Justice being possible only 
for men, a compilation on this subject is also enclosed. The following extracts 
are contained in this compilation, but have been selected for separate mention. 
The first is from Selections from the Writings of ‘Abdu’l-Baha, section 38: 


The House of Justice, however, according to the explicit text of the 
Law of God, is confined to men; this for a wisdom of the Lord God’s 
which will erelong be made manifest as clearly as the sun at high noon. 
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And from a letter dated 14 April 1975 written on behalf of the House of Justice 
to an individual believer, are taken these extracts: 


'The Universal House of Justice has asked us to assure you that it 
appreciates the deep concern you express in your recent letter about 
the membership of the Universal House of Justice being confined to 
men, and it understands your feeling of frustration at not being able 
to find an answer that would help you to accept that this is not an 
injustice being imposed on womankind. The House of Justice agrees 
with you that our Sacred Writings are replete with passages affirming 
the equality of both sexes; that from the spiritual point of view, there is 
no difference between women and men. In fact, many statements made 
by ‘Abdu’l-Bahaé extol woman. He has said that “in some respects 
woman is superior to man."... 

The Universal House of Justice points out that when we accept the 
Manifestation of God for our time, we must accept what He says though 
at the moment we may not comprehend the meaning of some of His 
statements. Some things, such as Bahá'u'lláh's Teachings regarding 
life after death, we have to accept on faith. 


— [he Universal House of Justice, Messages from the Universal House of 
Justice 1963-1986, pp. 708—709 


8.4 Legislation on Appointment of a Second Guardian 


After prayerful and careful study of the Holy Texts bearing upon the question 
of the appointment of the successor to Shoghi Effendi as Guardian of the Cause of 
God, and after prolonged consideration of the views of the Hands of the Cause of 
God residing in the Holy Land, the Universal House of Justice finds that there is 
no way to appoint or to legislate to make it possible to appoint a second Guardian 
to succeed Shoghi Effendi. 

— [he Universal House of Justice, Messages from the Universal House of 
Justice 1963-1986, p. 14 


8.5 Important Events 1964—1986 
e Launching of the Nine Year Plan, April 1964. 


e Dedication of the Mother Temple of Europe, near Frankfurt, Germany, July 4, 1964. 
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Celebration of the Centenary of the Revelation of the Suriy-i-Muluk, Septem- 
ber /October 1967. 


Opening of period of proclamation of the Cause, inaugurated by the presentation 
of the Universal House of Justice to 140 Heads of State of a special edition of The 
Proclamation of Bahá'u'lláh, October 1967. 


The holding of six Intercontinental Conferences simultaneously is Panama City, Wil- 
mette, Sydney, Kampala, Frankfurt and New Delhi, October 1967. 


His Highness Malietoa Tanumafili II of Western Samoa, embraced the Faith, February 
19, 1968. 


Establishment by the Universal House of Justice of the Continental Boards of Coun- 
sellors, June 21, 1968. 


First Oceanic Conference, Palermo, Sicily, August 23-25, 1968. 


Commemoration of 100th anniversary of the arrival of Bahá'u'lláh in the Holy Land, 
August 31, 1968. 


The Bahá'í International Community accredited with consultative status to the United 
Nations Economic and Social Council, May 27, 1970. 


Commemoration of 100th anniversary of the death of Mirza Mihdí, ‘The Purest 
Branch’, June 23, 1970. 


The holding of eight Oceanic and Continental Conferences in La Paz, Rose Hill (Mau- 
ritius), Monrovia, Singapore, Kingston, Suva, Sapporo and Reykjavik, between August 
1970 and September 1971. 


Commemoration of 50th anniversary of the passing of ‘Abdu’l-Baha, November 26-28, 
1971. 


Completion of erection of Obelisk, Mt. Carmel, December 19, 1971. 
Dedication of the Mother Temple of Latin America, Panama, April 29, 1972. 
Adoption by the Universal House of Justice of its Constitution, November 26, 1972. 


Publication by the Universal House of Justice of A Synoposis and Codification of the 
Laws and Ordinances of the Kitáb-i-Aqdas, April 1973. 
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Establishment by the Universal House of Justice of the International Teaching Centre, 
June 5, 1973. 


Launching of the Five Year International Teaching Plan, April 1974. 


His Highness Malietoa Tanumafili II of Western Samoa, visits the resting place of 
Shoghi Effendi, September 12, 1976. 


The holding of eight Intercontinental Conferences in Helsinki, Anchorage, Paris, 
Nairobi, Hong Kong, Aukland, Bahia (Brazil) and Mérida (Mexico), between July 
1976 and January 1977. 


Commemoration of the Centenary of the termination of Bahá'u'lláh's Confinement in 
the prison-city of ‘Akka, June 1977. 


Launching of the Seven Year International Teaching Plan, April 1979. 


Commemoration of Fiftieth Anniversary of the passing of Bahíyyih Khánum, the 
Greatest Holy Leaf, July 1982. 


The holding of five International Teaching Conferences in Dublin, Quito (Ecuador), 
Lagos, Canberra, and Montreal, between June and September 1982. 


Occupation by the Universal House of Justice of its Permanent Seat, January 1983. 
Opening of the House of 'Abdu'lláh Pasha to pilgrims, April 1983. 
Dedication of the first Mashriqu'l-Adhkár of the Pacific Islands, September 1, 1984. 


Inauguration on United Nations Day of period of dissemination to Heads of State 
and to the general public of The Promise of World Peace, a letter addressed by the 
Universal House of Justice to ‘The Peoples of the World’, October 24, 1985. 


Launching of the Six Year International Teaching Plan, April 1986. 


— The Baha’i World, Volume XIX, pp. 587—588 
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9 Ages and Epochs of the Faith 


The first eight parts of this section come from a statement prepared by the Research De- 
partment of the Universal House of Justice. The reference is given after the eighth part. 


9.1 Introduction 


In disclosing the panoramic vision of the unfoldment of the Dispensation of 
Bahá'u'lláh, Shoghi Effendi refers to three major evolutionary stages through 
which the Faith must pass—the Apostolic or Heroic Ages (1844-1921) associated 
with the Central Figures of the Faith; the Formative or Transitional Age (1921-), 
the “hallmark” of which is the rise and establishment of the Administrative Order, 
based on the execution of the provisions of ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s Will and Testament; 
and, the Golden Age which will represent the “consummation of this glorious 
Dispensation.” Close examination of the details of Bahá í history reveals that 
the individual Ages are comprised of a number of periods—inseparable parts of 
one integrated whole. 


9.2 The Apostolic or Heroic Age 


In relation to the Heroic Age of our Faith, the Guardian, in a letter dated 
5 June 1947 to the American Bahá ís, specified that this Age consisted of three 
epochs and described the distinguishing features of each: 


... the Apostolic and Heroic Age of our Faith, fell into three distinct 
epochs, of nine, of thirty-nine and of twenty-nine years' duration, as- 
sociated respectively with the Bábí Dispensation and the ministries of 
Bahá'u'lláh and of ‘Abdu’l-Baha. This primitive Age of the Bahá'í Era, 
unapproached in spiritual fecundity by any period associated with the 
mission of the Founder of any previous Dispensation, was impregnated, 
from its inception to its termination, with the creative energies gen- 
erated through the advent of two independent Manifestations and the 
establishment of a Covenant unique in the spiritual annals of mankind. 


9.3 The Formative Age 


The Formative Age, in which we now live and serve, was ushered in with 
the passing of ‘Abdu’l-Baha. Its major thrust is the shaping, development and 
consolidation of the local, national and international institutions of the Faith. 
It is clear from the enumeration of the tasks associated with the Formative Age 
that their achievement will require increasingly mature levels of functioning of 
the Bahá'í community: 
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During this Formative Age of the Faith, and in the course of present and 
succeeding epochs, the last and crowning stage in the erection of the 
framework of the Administrative Order of the Faith of Bahá'u'lláh—the 
election of the Universal House of Justice—will have been completed, 
the Kitáb-i-Aqdas, the Mother Book of His Revelation, will have been 
codified and its laws promulgated, the Lesser Peace will have been 
established, the unity of mankind will have been achieved and its ma- 
turity attained, the Plan conceived by ‘Abdu’l-Baha will have been 
executed, the emancipation of the Faith from the fetters of religious 
orthodoxy will have been effected, and its independent religious status 
will have been universally recognized,. . . 


The epochs of the Formative Age mark progressive stages in the evolution 
of the organic Bahá'í community and signal the maturation of its institutions, 
thus enabling the Faith to operate at new levels and to initiate new functions. 
The timing of each epoch is designated by the Head of the Faith, and given the 
organic nature of evolutionary development, the transition from one epoch to 
another may not be abrupt, but may well occur over a period of time. This is the 
case, for example, in relation to both the inception of the Formative Age and the 
end of its first epoch. In relation to the former, the passing of ‘Abdu’l-Baha is 
the transitional event most often identified with the close of the Heroic Age and 
the beginning of the Formative Age. However, the Guardian also asserts that 
the Apostolic Age of the Faith concluded “more particularly with the passing [in 
1932] of His well-beloved and illustrious sister, the Most Exalted Leaf the last 
survivor of a glorious and heroic age." With regard to the termination of the first 
epoch of the Formative Age, Shoghi Effendi has placed this between the years 
1944 and 1946. 

Before describing the individual epochs of the Formative Age, it is important 
to comment on the use of the term “epoch” in the writings of the Guardian. 
In a letter dated 18 January 1953, written on his behalf to a National Spiritual 
Assembly, it is explained that the term is used to apply both to the stages in 
the Formative Age of the Faith, and to the phases in the unfoldment of ‘Abdu’l- 
Bahá's Divine Plan. We are currently in the fourth—epoch of the Formative 
Age and the second epoch of ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s Divine Plan. (The first epoch of 
the Divine Plan began in 1937, with the inception of the First Seven Year Plan 
of the North American Bahá'í community, and concluded with the successful 
completion of the Ten Year Crusade in 1963. The second epoch of 'Abdu'l- 
Bahá's Divine Plan commenced in 1964 with the inauguration of the Nine Year 
Plan of the Universal House of Justice.) 

The primary focus of this statement is on the epochs of the Formative Age of 
the Dispensation of Bahá'u'lláh. 
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9.4 The First Epoch of the Formative Age: 1921—1944/46 


The first epoch of this Age witnessed the “birth and the primary stages in 
the erection of the framework of the Administrative Order of the Faith.” The 
epoch was characterized by concentration on the formation of local and national 
institutions in all five continents, thereby initiating the erection of the machin- 
ery necessary for future systematic teaching activities. This epoch was further 
marked by the launching, at the instigation of the Guardian, of the First Seven 
Year Plan (1937-1944) by the American Bahá'í community. This Plan, drawing 
its inspiration from the Tablets of the Divine Plan, represented the first sys- 
tematic teaching campaign of the Bahá'í community and inaugurated the initial 
stage of the execution of ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s Divine Plan in the Western Hemisphere. 


9.5 The Second Epoch of the Formative Age: 1946-1963 


This epoch extended the developments of the first epoch by calling for the 
“consummation of a laboriously constructed Administrative Order,” and was to 
witness the formulation of a succession of teaching plans designed to facilitate 
the development of the Faith beyond the confines of the Western Hemisphere 
and the continent of Europe. This epoch was distinguished, in the first instance, 
by the simultaneous and often spontaneous prosecution of Bahá'í national plans 
in both the East and the West. For example, in a letter written at Naw-Ruz 
105 [1949] to the Bahá ís in the East, the beloved Guardian listed the specific 
plans undertaken by the United States, British, Indian, Persian, Australian and 
New Zealand, and Iraqi National Spiritual Assemblies, and indicated that this 
concerted action signalized the transition into the second epoch of the Formative 
Age. The internal consolidation and the administrative experience gained by 
the National Assemblies was utilized and mobilized by the Guardian with the 
launching of the Ten Year World Crusade—a crusade involving the simultaneous 
prosecution of twelve national plans. The plans derived their direction from 
‘Abdu’l-Baha’s Divine Plan, and the goals were assigned by Shoghi Effendi from 
the World Center of the Faith. A second distinguishing feature of this epoch 
was the “RISE” and “STEADY CONSOLIDATION” of the World Center of the 
Faith. 

The second epoch thus clearly demonstrated the further maturation of the 
institutions of the Administrative Order. It witnessed the appointment of the 
Hands of the Cause, the introduction of Auxiliary Boards, and the establishment 
of the International Bahá í Council. The culminating event of the epoch was the 
election of the Universal House of Justice in 1963. It further demonstrated the 
more effective and coordinated use of the administrative machinery to prosecute 
the goals of the first global spiritual crusade, and the emergence in ever sharper 
relief of the World Center of the Faith. 
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9.6 


9.7 


'The 'Third Epoch of the Formative Age: 1963—1986 


In addressing the British National Spiritual Assembly in 1951, the Guardian 
foreshadowed “worldwide enterprises destined to be embarked upon, in future 
epochs of that same [Formative| Age, by the Universal House of Justice.” In 
announcing the Nine Year Plan, “the second of those world-encircling enter- 
prises destined in the course of time to carry the Word of God to every human 
soul,” the Universal House of Justice embarked upon the process anticipated 
by the Guardian and proclaimed the commencement of the third epoch of the 
Formative Age, an epoch which called the Bahá ís to a yet more mature level 
of administrative functioning, consistent with the expected vast increase in the 
size and diversity of the community, its emergence as a model to mankind, and 
the extension of the iníluence of the Faith in the world at large. The House of 
Justice, in a letter dated October 1963, stated: 


Beloved friends, the Cause of God, guarded and nurtured since its in- 
ception by God's Messengers, by the Center of His Covenant and by 
His Sign on earth, now enters a new epoch, the third oí the Formative 
Age. It must now grow rapidly in size, increase its spiritual cohesion 
and executive ability, develop its institutions and extend its iníluence 
into all strata of society. We, its members, must, by constant study 
of the life-giving Word, and by dedicated service, deepen in spiritual 
understanding and show to the world a mature, responsible, funda- 
mentally assured and happy way of life, far removed from the passions, 
prejudices and distractions of present day society. 


The period of the third epoch encompassed three world plans, involving all Na- 
tional Spiritual Assemblies, under the direction of the Universal House of Justice, 
namely, the Nine Year Plan (1964-1973), the Five Year Plan (1974-1979), and the 
Seven Year Plan (1979-1986). This third epoch witnessed the emergence of the 
Faith from obscurity and the initiation of activities designed to foster the social 
and economic development of communities. The institution of the Continental 
Boards of Counselors was brought into existence leading to the establishment 
of the International Teaching Center. Assistants to the Auxiliary Boards were 
also introduced. At the World Center of the Faith, the historic construction and 
occupation of the Seat of the Universal House of Justice was a crowning event. 


The Fourth Epoch of the Formative Age: 1986—2001 


In a letter dated 2 January 1986 written by the Universal House of Justice 
to the Bahá ís of the World, the Supreme Body announced the inception of the 
fourth epoch of the Formative Age. It highlighted the significant developments 
that had taken place in the “organic growth of the Cause of God” during the 
course of the recently completed third epoch, by assessing the readiness of the 
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9.8 


9.9 


Bahá'í community to begin to address the objectives of the new Six Year Plan 
scheduled to begin on 21 April 1986, and, outlined the general aims and charac- 
teristics of this new Plan. Whereas national plans had previously derived largely 
from the World Center, in this new epoch the specific goals for each national 
community will be formulated, within the framework of the overall objectives 
of the Plan, by means of consultation between the particular National Spiritual 
Assembly and the Continental Board of Counselors. As the Universal House of 
Justice states: 


This new process... signalizes the inauguration of a new stage in 
the unfoldment of the Administrative Order. Our beloved Guardian 
anticipated a succession of epochs during the Formative Age of the 
Faith; we have no hesitation in recognizing that this new development 
in the maturation of Bahá'í institutions marks the inception of the 
fourth epoch of that Age. 


Future Epochs 


The tasks that remain to be accomplished during the course of the Forma- 
tive Age are many and challenging. Additional epochs can be anticipated, each 
marking significant stages in the evolution of the Administrative Order and cul- 
minating in the Golden Age of the Faith. The Golden Age, itself, will involve 
“successive epochs” leading ultimately to the establishment of the Most Great 
Peace, to the World Bahá'í Commonwealth and to the “birth and efflorescence 
of a world civilization.” 

—Research Department of the Universal House of Justice, Messages from the 
Universal House of Justice 1963-1986, pp. 711—716 


The Fifth Epoch of the Formative Age: 2001— 


As the time for the Conference drew near, there were signs that the Faith 
had arrived at a point in its development beyond which a new horizon opens 
before us. Such intimations were communicated in our report last Ridván of 
the change in culture of the Bahá í community as training institutes emerged, 
as the construction projects on Mount Carmel approached their completion, and 
as the internal processes of institutional consolidation and the external processes 
towards world unity became more fully synchronized. They were elaborated 
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in the message we addressed to the Conference of the Continental Boards of 
Counsellors a few days ago. But the extraordinary dynamics at work throughout 
the Conference crystallized these indications into a recognizable reality. With a 
spirit of exultation we are moved to announce to you: the Faith of Bahá'u'lláh 
now enters the fifth epoch of its Formative Age. 

—The Universal House of Justice, letter to the Bahá ís of the World, January 
16, 2001, on the occasion of the Conference of the Continental Counsellors 


9.10 The Golden Age 


No less enthralling is the vision of Isaiah, the greatest of the Hebrew Prophets, 
predicting, as far back as twenty five hundred years ago, the destiny which 
mankind must, at its stage of maturity, achieve: “And He (the Lord) shall judge 
among the nations, and shall rebuke many people: and they shall beat their 
swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruninghooks: nation shall not lift 
up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more... And there shall 
come forth a rod out of the stem of Jesse, and a Branch shall grow out of his 
roots... And he shall smite the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the 
breath of his lips shall he slay the wicked. And righteousness shall be the girdle 
of his loins, and faithfulness the girdle of his reins. The wolf also shall dwell with 
the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the kid; and the calf and the young 
lion and the fatling together... And the sucking child shall play on the hole of 
the asp, and the weaned child shall put his hand on the cockatrice’s den. They 
shall not hurt nor destroy in all my holy mountain: for the earth shall be full of 
the knowledge of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea.” 

The writer of the Apocalypse, prefiguring the millenial glory which a re- 
deemed, a jubilant humanity must witness, has similarly testified: “And I saw a 
new heaven and a new earth: for the first heaven and the first earth were passed 
away; and there was no more sea. And I, John, saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, 
coming down from God out of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for her hus- 
band. And I heard a great voice out of heaven saying, ‘Behold, the tabernacle of 
God is with men, and he will dwell with them, and they shall be his people, and 
God himself shall be with them, and be their God. And God shall wipe away 
all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor 
crying, neither shall there be any more pain: for the former things are passed 
away." 

Who can doubt that such a consummation—the coming of age of the human 
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race—must signalize, in its turn, the inauguration of a world civilization such 
as no mortal eye hath ever beheld or human mind conceived? Who is it that 
can imagine the lofty standard which such a civilization, as it unfolds itself, is 
destined to attain? Who can measure the heights to which human intelligence, 
liberated from its shackles, will soar? Who can visualize the realms which the 
human spirit, vitalized by the outpouring light of Bahá'u'lláh, shining in the 
plenitude of its glory, will discover? 

What more fitting conclusion to this theme than these words of Bahá'u'lláh, 
written in anticipation of the golden age of His Faith—the age in which the face 
of the earth, from pole to pole, will mirror the ineffable splendors of the Abhá 
Paradise? “This is the Day whereon naught can be seen except the splendors 
of the Light that shineth from the face of thy Lord, the Gracious, the Most 
Bountiful. Verily, We have caused every soul to expire by virtue of Our irresistible 
and all-subduing sovereignty. We have then called into being a new creation, as a 
token of Our grace unto men. I am, verily, the All-Bountiful, the Ancient of Days. 
This is the Day whereon the unseen world crieth out: ‘Great is thy blessedness, 
O earth, for thou hast been made the foot-stool of thy God, and been chosen as 
the seat of His mighty throne!’ The realm of glory exclaimeth: ‘Would that my 
life could be sacrificed for thee, for He Who is the Beloved of the All-Merciful 
hath established His sovereignty upon thee, through the power of His name that 
hath been promised unto all things, whether of the past or of the future.’” 

—Shoghi Effendi, The World Order of Bahá’u’lláh, pp. 205-206 


Important Events 1986—1996 
'The House of Worship in New Delhi, India, is dedicated, December 24, 1986. 


The Universal House of Justice calls for the erection of the remaining three buildings 
along the arc at the Bahá'í World Centre—the Centre for the Study of the Sacred Texts, 
the Seat of the International Teaching Centre and the International Bahá'í Library— 
as well as an expansion of the International Archives building and the creation of 19 
monumental terraces from the foot of Mount Carmel to its crest, August 31, 1987. 


The plenary session of the General Assembly of the United Nations adopts a resolution 
concerning human rights in Iran which specifically mentions the suffering of the Bahá'ís, 


December 8, 1988. 
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'The Universal House of Justice issues a letter to the Bahá ís in the United States pub- 
lished as Individual Rights and Freedoms in the World Order of Bahá’u’lláh, December 
29, 1988. 


The Commission on Human Rights adopts a resolution expressing grave concern at 
human rights violations in Iran, mentioning the Bahá ís three times, March 9, 1989. 


The Baha’i Chair for World Peace is established at the University of Maryland’s Centre 
for International Development and Conflict Management, January 26, 1990. 


The first major public statement of the National Spiritual Assembly of the Bahá ís of 
the United States, The Vision of Race Unity: America’s Most Challenging Issue, is 
published and disseminated widely throughout the country, 1991. 


Holy Year commences, Ridvan, 1992. 
The law of Huqúqu'lláh becomes universally applicable, Ridvan, 1992. 


The Bahá'í International Community issues a statement on Bahá'u'lláh at the request 
of the Universal House of Justice, May 1992. 


Three thousand Bahá ís representing approximately 200 countries and territories, 
gather at the Bahá'í World Centre to mark the Centenary of the Ascension of 
Bahá'u'lláh, May 27-30, 1992. 


The second Baha’i World Congress is held in New York City, November 23-26, 1992. 
The English translation of the Kitáb-i-Aqdas is published, March 1993. 
The Three Year Plan is launched, Ridvan, 1993. 


The first worldwide fireside on the Internet, ‘Pioneering in Cyberspace—the Bahá'í 
Faith and the Internet’, is held, with a live audience in the Baha’i Centre in New York 
City communicating electronically with people all over the United States and in two 
other countries, January 30, 1994. 


The Dalai Lama visits the Bahá'í World Centre, March 24, 1994. 


The Baha’i International Community releases the statement The Prosperity of Hu- 
mankind at the United Nations World Summit for Social Development and Forum 795, 
March 1995. 


The Four Year Plan is launched, Ridvan, 1996. 
The Twelve Month Plan is launched, 2000. 
The Five Year Plan is launched, 2001. 


—A Basic Bahá'í Chronology, pp. 451—506 
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10 Charter Documents of the Faith: Bahá'u'lláh 


101 The Kitáb-i-Aqdas: Charter of the New World Order 


The first duty prescribed by God for His servants is the recognition of Him 
Who is the Dayspring of His Revelation and the Fountain of His laws, Who 
representeth the Godhead in both the Kingdom of His Cause and the world of 
creation. Whoso achieveth this duty hath attained unto all good; and whoso is 
deprived thereof hath gone astray, though he be the author of every righteous 
deed. It behoveth every one who reacheth this most sublime station, this summit 
of transcendent glory, to observe every ordinance of Him Who is the Desire of 
the world. These twin duties are inseparable. Neither is acceptable without the 
other. Thus hath it been decreed by Him Who is the Source of Divine inspiration. 

They whom God hath endued with insight will readily recognize that the 
precepts laid down by God constitute the highest means for the maintenance of 
order in the world and the security of its peoples. He that turneth away from 
them is accounted among the abject and foolish. We, verily, have commanded 
you to refuse the dictates of your evil passions and corrupt desires, and not to 
transgress the bounds which the Pen of the Most High hath fixed, for these are 
the breath of life unto all created things. The seas of Divine wisdom and Divine 
utterance have risen under the breath of the breeze of the All-Merciful. Hasten to 
drink your fill, O men of understanding! They that have violated the Covenant of 
God by breaking His commandments, and have turned back on their heels, these 
have erred grievously in the sight of God, the All-Possessing, the Most High. 

O ye peoples of the world! Know assuredly that My commandments are the 
lamps of My loving providence among My servants, and the keys of My mercy 
for My creatures. Thus hath it been sent down from the heaven of the Will of 
your Lord, the Lord of Revelation. Were any man to taste the sweetness of the 
words which the lips of the All-Merciful have willed to utter, he would, though 
the treasures of the earth be in his possession, renounce them one and all, that 
he might vindicate the truth of even one of His commandments, shining above 
the Dayspring of His bountiful care and loving-kindness. 

Say: From My laws the sweet-smelling savour of My garment can be smelled, 
and by their aid the standards of Victory will be planted upon the highest peaks. 
The Tongue of My power hath, from the heaven of My omnipotent glory, ad- 
dressed to My creation these words: “Observe My commandments, for the love 
of My beauty.” Happy is the lover that hath inhaled the divine fragrance of 
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his Best-Beloved from these words, laden with the perfume of a grace which no 
tongue can describe. By My life! He who hath drunk the choice wine of fairness 
from the hands of My bountiful favour will circle around My commandments 
that shine above the Dayspring of My creation. 

'Think not that We have revealed unto you a mere code of laws. Nay, rather, 
We have unsealed the choice Wine with the fingers of might and power. To this 
beareth witness that which the Pen of Revelation hath revealed. Meditate upon 
this, O men of insight! 

— Bahá'u'lláh, The Kitáb-i-Aqdas, pp. 19-21 


Unique and stupendous as was this Proclamation, it proved to be but a pre- 
lude to a still mightier revelation of the creative power of its Author, and to 
what may well rank as the most signal act of His ministry—the promulgation 
of the Kitáb-i-Aqdas. Alluded to in the Kitáb-i-Íqán; the principal repository 
of that Law which the Prophet Isaiah had anticipated, and which the writer of 
the Apocalypse had described as the “new heaven" and the “new earth," as “the 
Tabernacle of God,” as the “Holy City, as the “Bride,” the “New Jerusalem 
coming down from God," this “Most Holy Book," whose provisions must remain 
inviolate for no less than a thousand years, and whose system will embrace the 
entire planet, may well be regarded as the brightest emanation of the mind of 
Bahá'u'lláh, as the Mother Book of His Dispensation, and the Charter of His 
New World Order. 

Revealed soon after Bahá'u'lláh had been transferred to the house of “Údí 
Khammár (circa 1873), at a time when He was still encompassed by the tribula- 
tions that had afHicted Him, through the acts committed by His enemies and the 
professed adherents of His Faith, this Book, this treasury enshrining the priceless 
gems of His Revelation, stands out, by virtue of the principles it inculcates, the 
administrative institutions it ordains and the function with which it invests the 
appointed Successor of its Author, unique and incomparable among the world's 
sacred Scriptures. For, unlike the Old Testament and the Holy Books which 
preceded it, in which the actual precepts uttered by the Prophet Himself are 
non-existent; unlike the Gospels, in which the few sayings attributed to Jesus 
Christ afford no clear guidance regarding the future administration of the affairs 
of His Faith; unlike even the Qur'án which, though explicit in the laws and ordi- 
nances formulated by the Apostle of God, is silent on the all-important subject 
of the succession, the Kitáb-i-Aqdas, revealed from first to last by the Author 
of the Dispensation Himself, not only preserves for posterity the basic laws and 
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ordinances on which the fabric of His future World Order must rest, but ordains, 
in addition to the function of interpretation which it confers upon His Successor, 
the necessary institutions through which the integrity and unity of His Faith can 
alone be safeguarded. 

In this Charter of the future world civilization its Author at once the Judge, 
the Lawgiver, the Unifier and Redeemer of mankind—announces to the kings of 
the earth the promulgation of the “Most Great Law”; pronounces them to be 
His vassals; proclaims Himself the “King of Kings"; disclaims any intention of 
laying hands on their kingdoms; reserves for Himself the right to “seize and pos- 
sess the hearts of men”; warns the world’s ecclesiastical leaders not to weigh the 
“Book of God” with such standards as are current amongst them; and affirms 
that the Book itself is the “Unerring Balance” established amongst men. In it 
He formally ordains the institution of the “House of Justice,” defines its func- 
tions, fixes its revenues, and designates its members as the “Men of Justice,” 
the “Deputies of God,” the “Trustees of the All-Merciful,” alludes to the future 
Center of His Covenant, and invests Him with the right of interpreting His holy 
Writ; anticipates by implication the institution of Guardianship; bears witness 
to the revolutionizing effect of His World Order; enunciates the doctrine of the 
“Most Great Infallibility” of the Manifestation of God; asserts this infallibility to 
be the inherent and exclusive right of the Prophet; and rules out the possibility 
of the appearance of another Manifestation ere the lapse of at least one thousand 
years. 

In this Book He, moreover, prescribes the obligatory prayers; designates the 
time and period of fasting; prohibits congregational prayer except for the dead; 
fixes the Qiblih; institutes the Huqúqu'lláh (Right of God); formulates the law 
of inheritance; ordains the institution of the Mashriqu'l-Adhkár; establishes the 
Nineteen Day Feasts, the Bahá'í festivals and the Intercalary Days; abolishes 
the institution of priesthood; prohibits slavery, asceticism, mendicancy, monasti- 
cism, penance, the use of pulpits and the kissing of hands; prescribes monogamy; 
condemns cruelty to animals, idleness and sloth, backbiting and calumny; cen- 
sures divorce; interdicts gambling, the use of opium, wine and other intoxicating 
drinks; specifies the punishments for murder, arson, adultery and theft; stresses 
the importance of marriage and lays down its essential conditions; imposes the 
obligation of engaging in some trade or profession, exalting such occupation to 
the rank of worship; emphasizes the necessity of providing the means for the ed- 
ucation of children; and lays upon every person the duty of writing a testament 
and of strict obedience to one's government. 
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Apart from these provisions Bahá'u'lláh exhorts His followers to consort, with 
amity and concord and without discrimination, with the adherents of all reli- 
gions; warns them to guard against fanaticism, sedition, pride, dispute and con- 
tention; inculcates upon them immaculate cleanliness, strict truthfulness, spotless 
chastity, trustworthiness; hospitality, fidelity, courtesy, forbearance, justice and 
fairness; counsels them to be “even as the fingers of one hand and the limbs of 
one body”; calls upon them to arise and serve His Cause; and assures them of His 
undoubted aid. He, furthermore, dwells upon the instability of human affairs; 
declares that true liberty consists in man’s submission to His commandments; 
cautions them not to be indulgent in carrying out His statutes; prescribes the 
twin inseparable duties of recognizing the “Dayspring of God’s Revelation” and 
of observing all the ordinances revealed by Him, neither of which, He affirms, is 
acceptable without the other. 

The significant summons issued to the Presidents of the Republics of the 
American continent to seize their opportunity in the Day of God and to champion 
the cause of justice; the injunction to the members of parliaments throughout the 
world, urging the adoption of a universal script and language; His warnings to 
William I, the conqueror of Napoleon III; the reproof He administers to Francis 
Joseph, the Emperor of Austria; His reference to “the lamentations of Berlin” in 
His apostrophe to “the banks of the Rhine”; His condemnation of “the throne of 
tyranny” established in Constantinople, and His prediction of the extinction of its 
“outward splendor” and of the tribulations destined to overtake its inhabitants; 
the words of cheer and comfort He addresses to His native city, assuring her that 
God had chosen her to be “the source of the joy of all mankind”; His prophecy 
that “the voice of the heroes of Khurásán” will be raised in glorification of their 
Lord; His assertion that men “endued with mighty valor” will be raised up in 
Kirmán who will make mention of Him; and finally, His magnanimous assurance 
to a perfidious brother who had afflicted Him with such anguish, that an “ever- 
forgiving, all-bounteous” God would forgive him his iniquities were he only to 
repent—all these further enrich the contents of a Book designated by its Author 
as “the source of true felicity,” as the “Unerring Balance,” as the “Straight Path” 
and as the “quickener of mankind.” 

The laws and ordinances that constitute the major theme of this Book, 
Bahá'u'lláh, moreover, has specifically characterized as “the breath of life unto all 
created things,” as “the mightiest stronghold,” as the “fruits” of His “Tree,” as 
“the highest means for the maintenance of order in the world and the security of 
its peoples,” as “the lamps of His wisdom and loving-providence,” as “the sweet 
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smelling savor of His garment,” as the “keys" of His “mercy” to His creatures. 
“This Book,” He Himself testifies, “is a heaven which We have adorned with the 
stars of Our commandments and prohibitions.” “Blessed the man,” He, more- 
over, has stated, “who will read it, and ponder the verses sent down in it by God, 
the Lord of Power, the Almighty. Say, O men! Take hold of it with the hand 
of resignation... By My life! It hath been sent down in a manner that amazeth 
the minds of men. Verily, it is My weightiest testimony unto all people, and the 
proof of the All-Merciful unto all who are in heaven and all who are on earth.” 
And again: “Blessed the palate that savoreth its sweetness, and the perceiving 
eye that recognizeth that which is treasured therein, and the understanding heart 
that comprehendeth its allusions and mysteries. By God! Such is the majesty of 
what hath been revealed therein, and so tremendous the revelation of its veiled 
allusions that the loins of utterance shake when attempting their description.” 
And finally: “In such a manner hath the Kitáb-i-Aqdas been revealed that it at- 
tracteth and embraceth all the divinely appointed Dispensations. Blessed those 
who peruse it! Blessed those who apprehend it! Blessed those who meditate 
upon it! Blessed those who ponder its meaning! So vast is its range that it hath 
encompassed all men ere their recognition of it. Erelong will its sovereign power, 
its pervasive influence and the greatness of its might be manifested on earth.” 
—Shoghi Effendi, God Passes By, pp. 213-216 


10.2 The Tablet of Carmel: Charter of the World Center 


All glory be to this Day, the Day in which the fragrances of mercy have been 
wafted over all created things, a Day so blest that past ages and centuries can 
never hope to rival it, a Day in which the countenance of the Ancient of Days 
hath turned towards His holy seat. Thereupon the voices of all created things, 
and beyond them those of the Concourse on High, were heard calling aloud: 
‘Haste thee, O Carmel, for lo, the light of the countenance of God, the Ruler 
of the Kingdom of Names and Fashioner of the heavens, hath been lifted upon 
thee.’ 

Seized with transports of joy, and raising high her voice, she thus exclaimed: 
‘May my life be a sacrifice to Thee, inasmuch as Thou hast fixed Thy gaze upon 
me, hast bestowed upon me Thy bounty, and hast directed towards me Thy 
steps. Separation from Thee, O Thou Source of everlasting life, hath well nigh 
consumed me, and my remoteness from Thy presence hath burned away my soul. 
All praise be to Thee for having enabled me to hearken to Thy call, for having 
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honoured me with Thy footsteps, and íor having guickened my soul through 
the vitalizing fragrance of Thy Day and the shrilling voice of Thy Pen, a voice 
Thou didst ordain as Thy trumpet-call amidst Thy people. And when the hour 
at which Thy resistless Faith was to be made manifest did strike, Thou didst 
breathe a breath of Thy spirit into Thy Pen, and lo, the entire creation shook to 
its very foundations, unveiling to mankind such mysteries as lay hidden within 
the treasuries of Him Who is the Possessor of all created things.” 

No sooner had her voice reached that most exalted Spot than We made reply: 
‘Render thanks unto thy Lord, O Carmel. The fire of thy separation from Me 
was fast consuming thee, when the ocean of My presence surged before thy face, 
cheering thine eyes and those of all creation, and filling with delight all things 
visible and invisible. Rejoice, for God hath in this Day established upon thee 
His throne, hath made thee the dawning-place of His signs and the dayspring 
of the evidences of His Revelation. Well is it with him that circleth around 
thee, that proclaimeth the revelation of thy glory, and recounteth that which the 
bounty of the Lord thy God hath showered upon thee. Seize thou the Chalice 
of Immortality in the name of thy Lord, the All-Glorious, and give thanks unto 
Him, inasmuch as He, in token of His mercy unto thee, hath turned thy sorrow 
into gladness, and transmuted thy grief into blissful joy. He, verily, loveth the 
spot which hath been made the seat of His throne, which His footsteps have 
trodden, which hath been honoured by His presence, from which He raised His 
call, and upon which He shed His tears. 

‘Call out to Zion, O Carmel, and announce the joyful tidings: He that was 
hidden from mortal eyes is come! His all-conquering sovereignty is manifest; His 
all-encompassing splendour is revealed. Beware lest thou hesitate or halt. Hasten 
forth and circumambulate the City of God that hath descended from heaven, the 
celestial Kaaba round which have circled in adoration the favoured of God, the 
pure in heart, and the company of the most exalted angels. Oh, how I long to 
announce unto every spot on the surface of the earth, and to carry to each one 
of its cities, the glad-tidings of this Revelation—a Revelation to which the heart 
of Sinai hath been attracted, and in whose name the Burning Bush is calling: 
“Unto God, the Lord of Lords, belong the kingdoms of earth and heaven.” Verily 
this is the Day in which both land and sea rejoice at this announcement, the Day 
for which have been laid up those things which God, through a bounty beyond 
the ken of mortal mind or heart, hath destined for revelation. Ere long will God 
sail His Ark upon thee, and will manifest the people of Bahá who have been 
mentioned in the Book of Names.’ 


TT 


Sanctified be the Lord of all mankind, at the mention of Whose name all the 
atoms of the earth have been made to vibrate, and the Tongue of Grandeur hath 
been moved to disclose that which had been wrapt in His knowledge and lay 
concealed within the treasury of His might. He, verily, through the potency of 
His name, the Mighty, the All-Powerful, the Most High, is the ruler of all that is 
in the heavens and all that is on earth. 

— Bahá u'lláh, Lawh-i-Kármil (Tablet of Carmel), Tablets of Bahá'u'lláh Re- 
vealed After the Kitáb-i-Agdas, pp. 3-5 


The site for the first Mashriqu’]-Adhkar of the Holy Land has been selected 
an area of approximately twenty thousand square meters—situated at the head 
of the Mountain of God, in close proximity to the Spot hallowed by the footsteps 
of Bahá'u'lláh, near the time-honored Cave of Elijah, and associated with the 
revelation of the Tablet of Carmel, the Charter of the World Spiritual and Ad- 
ministrative Centers of the Faith on that mountain.... The international Bahá'í 
endowments, situated in the heart of Mt. Carmel, and in the plain of ‘Akka, 
already extending over an area of over three hundred and fifty thousand square 
meters, have been enlarged through the acquisition of properties overlooking the 
Resting Places of the Most Exalted Leaf and of the Purest Branch, which, when 
added to the plots situated on the ridge of Mt. Carmel, on its western extremity 
and in the close neighborhood of the Shrine built within its heart—for the ac- 
quisition of which negotiations have been set afoot—will constitute an addition 
of over thirty thousand square meters to the vast area of Bahá'í holdings perma- 
nently dedicated to the Shrines of the Founder of the Faith and of its Herald.... 
The design of the international Bahá'í Archives, the first stately Edifice destined 
to usher in the establishment of the World Administrative Center of the Faith 
on Mt. Carmel—the Ark referred to by Bahá'u'lláh in the closing passages of 
His Tablet of Carmel—has been completed, and plans and drawings forwarded 
to Italy for the purpose of securing bids for its construction immediately after 
the conclusion of the necessary preliminary steps taken in the Holy Land for its 
forthcoming erection. 

—Shoghi Effendi, Messages to the Bahá'í World, pp. 63-64 


The ownership of this plot will now enable us to locate the site, excavate 
the foundations, and erect the structure, of the International Bahá'í Archives, 
designed by the Hand of the Cause, Mason Remey, President of the International 
Bahá'í Council, which will serve as the permanent and befitting repository for 
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the priceless and numerous relics associated with the Twin Founders of the Faith, 
with the Perfect Exemplar of its teachings and with its heroes, saints and martyrs, 
and the building of which constitutes one of the foremost objectives of the Ten- 
Year Plan. 

The raising of this Edifice will in turn herald the construction, in the course of 
successive epochs of the Formative Age of the Faith, of several other structures, 
which will serve as the administrative seats of such divinely appointed institu- 
tions as the Guardianship, the Hands of the Cause, and the Universal House of 
Justice. These Edifices will, in the shape of a far-flung arc, and following a har- 
monizing style of architecture, surround the resting-places of the Greatest Holy 
Leaf, ranking as foremost among the members of her sex in the Bahá'í Dispen- 
sation, of her Brother, offered up as a ransom by Bahá'u'lláh for the quickening 
of the world and its unification, and of their Mother, proclaimed by Him to be 
His chosen “consort in all the worlds of God.” The ultimate completion of this 
stupendous undertaking will mark the culmination of the development of a world- 
wide divinely-appointed Administrative Order whose beginnings may be traced 
as far back as the concluding years of the Heroic Age of the Faith. 

This vast and irresistible process, unexampled in the spiritual history of 
mankind, and which will synchronize with two no less significant developments— 
the establishment of the Lesser Peace and the evolution of Bahá'í national and 
local institutions—the one outside and the other within the Bahá í world—will 
attain its final consummation, in the Golden Age of the Faith, through the raising 
of the standard of the Most Great Peace, and the emergence, in the plenitude of 
its power and glory, of the focal Center of the agencies constituting the World Or- 
der of Bahá'u'lláh. The final establishment of this seat of the future Bahá'í World 
Commonwealth will signalize at once the proclamation of the sovereignty of the 
Founder of our Faith and the advent of the Kingdom of the Father repeatedly 
lauded and promised by Jesus Christ. 

This World Order will, in turn, in the course of successive Dispensations 
of the Bahá'í Cycle, yield its fairest fruit through the birth and flowering of a 
civilization, divinely inspired, unique in its features, world-embracing in its scope, 
and fundamentally spiritual in its character—a civilization destined as it unfolds 
to derive its initial impulse from the spirit animating the very institutions which, 
in their embryonic state, are now stirring in the womb of the present Formative 
Age of the Faith. 

—Shoghi Effendi, Messages to the Bahá'í World, pp. (4-75 
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11 Charter Documents of the Faith: ‘Abdu’l-Baha 


It is indeed my fervent and constant prayer that the members of this firmly- 
knit, intensely alive, world-embracing Community, spurred on by the triple im- 
pulse generated through the revelation of the Tablet of Carmel by Bahá'u'lláh and 
the Will and Testament as well as the Tablets of the Divine Plan bequeathed by 
the Center of His Covenant—the three Charters which have set in motion three 
distinct processes, the first operating in the Holy Land for the development of 
the institutions of the Faith at its World Center and the other two, throughout 
the rest of the Bahá'í world, for its propagation and the establishment of its 
Administrative Order—may advance from strength to strength and victory to 
victory. May they hasten, by their present exertions, the advent of that blissful 
consummation when the shackles hampering the growth of their beloved Faith 
will have been finally burst asunder, when its independent status will have been 
officially and universally recognized, when it will have ascended the throne and 
wielded the scepter of spiritual and temporal authority, when the brightness of 
its glory will have illuminated the whole earth, and its dominion will have been 
established over the entire planet. 

—Shoghi Effendi, Messages to the Bahá'í World, pp. 84-85 


11.1 The Will and Testament of ‘Abdu’l-Baha: Charter of the 
Administrative Order 


O ye that stand fast in the Covenant! When the hour cometh that this 
wronged and broken-winged bird will have taken its flight into the Celestial Con- 
course, when it will have hastened to the Realm of the Unseen and its mortal 
frame will have been either lost or hidden neath the dust, it is incumbent upon 
the Afnán, that are steadfast in the Covenant of God and have branched from 
the Tree of Holiness; the Hands, (pillars) of the Cause of God (the glory of the 
Lord rest upon them), and all the friends and loved ones, one and all to bestir 
themselves and arise with heart and soul and in one accord, to diffuse the sweet 
savors of God, to teach His Cause and to promote His Faith. It behooveth them 
not to rest for a moment, neither to seek repose. They must disperse themselves 
in every land, pass by every clime, and travel throughout all regions. Bestirred, 
without rest, and steadfast to the end, they must raise in every land the tri- 
umphal cry *Ya-Bahá'ul-Abhá" (O Thou the Glory of Glories), must achieve 
renown in the world wherever they go, must burn brightly even as a candle in 
every meeting and must kindle the flame of Divine love in every assembly; that 
the light of truth may rise resplendent in the midmost heart of the world, that 
throughout the East and throughout the West a vast concourse may gather un- 
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der the shadow of the Word of God, that the sweet savors of holiness may be 
diffused, that faces may shine radiantly, hearts be filled with the Divine spirit 
and souls be made heavenly. 

In these days, the most important of all things is the guidance of the nations 
and peoples of the world. Teaching the Cause is of utmost importance for it is 
the head corner-stone of the foundation itself. This wronged servant has spent 
his days and nights in promoting the Cause and urging the peoples to service. 
He rested not a moment, till the fame of the Cause of God was noised abroad 
in the world and the celestial strains from the Abhá Kingdom roused the East 
and the West. The beloved of God must also follow the same example. This is 
the secret of faithfulness, this is the requirement of servitude to the Threshold of 
Bahá! 

The disciples of Christ forgot themselves and all earthly things, forsook all 
their cares and belongings, purged themselves of self and passion, and with abso- 
lute detachment scattered far and wide and engaged in calling the peoples of the 
world to the divine guidance; till at last they made the world another world, illu- 
mined the surface of the earth, and even to their last hour proved self-sacrificing 
in the pathway of that beloved One of God. Finally in various lands they suffered 
glorious martyrdom. Let them that are men of action follow in their footsteps! 

— Abdu'l-Bahá, excerpts from The Will and Testament of ‘Abdu’l-Baha 


'Abdu'l-Bahá, Who incarnates an institution for which we can find no parallel 
whatsoever in any of the world’s recognized religious systems, may be said to have 
closed the Age to which He Himself belonged and opened the one in which we are 
now laboring. His Will and Testament should thus be regarded as the perpetual, 
the indissoluble link which the mind of Him Who is the Mystery of God has 
conceived in order to insure the continuity of the three ages that constitute the 
component parts of the Bahá'í Dispensation. The period in which the seed of the 
Faith had been slowly germinating is thus intertwined both with the one which 
must witness its efflorescence and the subsequent age in which that seed will have 
finally yielded its golden fruit. 

The creative energies released by the Law of Bahá'u'lláh, permeating and 
evolving within the mind of ‘Abdu’l-Baha, have, by their very impact and close 
interaction, given birth to an Instrument which may be viewed as the Charter 
of the New World Order which is at once the glory and the promise of this 
most great Dispensation. The Will may thus be acclaimed as the inevitable 
offspring resulting from that mystic intercourse between Him Who communicated 
the generating influence of His divine Purpose and the One Who was its vehicle 
and chosen recipient. Being the Child of the Covenant—the Heir of both the 
Originator and the Interpreter of the Law of God—the Will and Testament of 
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‘Abdu’l-Baha can no more be divorced from Him Who supplied the original and 
motivating impulse than from the One Who ultimately conceived it. Bahá'u'lláh's 
inscrutable purpose, we must ever bear in mind, has been so thoroughly infused 
into the conduct of ‘Abdu’l-Baha, and their motives have been so closely wedded 
together, that the mere attempt to dissociate the teachings of the former from 
any system which the ideal Exemplar of those same teachings has established 
would amount to a repudiation of one of the most sacred and basic truths of the 
Faith. 

The Administrative Order, which ever since ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s ascension has 
evolved and is taking shape under our very eyes in no fewer than forty countries 
of the world, may be considered as the framework of the Will itself, the invio- 
lable stronghold wherein this new-born child is being nurtured and developed. 
This Administrative Order, as it expands and consolidates itself, will no doubt 
manifest the potentialities and reveal the full implications of this momentous 
Document—this most remarkable expression of the Will of One of the most re- 
markable Figures of the Dispensation of Bahá'u'lláh. It will, as its component 
parts, its organic institutions, begin to function with efficiency and vigor, assert 
its claim and demonstrate its capacity to be regarded not only as the nucleus but 
the very pattern of the New World Order destined to embrace in the fullness of 
time the whole of mankind. 

—Shoghi Effendi, The World Order of Baha’u’llah, p. 143-144 


The last twenty-three years of the first Bahá í century may thus be regarded 
as the initial stage of the Formative Period of the Faith, an Age of Transition to 
be identified with the rise and establishment of the Administrative Order, upon 
which the institutions of the future Bahá í World Commonwealth must needs be 
ultimately erected in the Golden Age that must witness the consummation of the 
Bahá'í Dispensation. The Charter which called into being, outlined the features 
and set in motion the processes of, this Administrative Order is none other than 
the Will and Testament of ‘Abdu’l-Baha, His greatest legacy to posterity, the 
brightest emanation of His mind and the mightiest instrument forged to insure 
the continuity of the three ages which constitute the component parts of His 
Father’s Dispensation. 

The Covenant of Bahá'u'lláh had been instituted solely through the direct 
operation of His Will and purpose. The Will and Testament of ‘Abdu’l-Baha, 
on the other hand, may be regarded as the offspring resulting from that mystic 
intercourse between Him Who had generated the forces of a God-given Faith 
and the One Who had been made its sole Interpreter and was recognized as 
its perfect Exemplar. The creative energies unleashed by the Originator of the 
Law of God in this age gave birth, through their impact upon the mind of Him 
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Who had been chosen as its unerring Expounder, to that Instrument, the vast 
implications of which the present generation, even after the lapse of twenty- 
three years, is still incapable of fully apprehending. This Instrument can, if we 
would correctly appraise it, no more be divorced from the One Who provided 
the motivating impulse for its creation than from Him Who directly conceived 
it. The purpose of the Author of the Bahá'í Revelation had, as already observed, 
been so thoroughly infused into the mind of ‘Abdu’l-Baha, and His Spirit had so 
profoundly impregnated His being, and their aims and motives been so completely 
blended, that to dissociate the doctrine laid down by the former from the supreme 
act associated with the mission of the latter would be tantamount to a repudiation 
of one of the most fundamental verities of the Faith.... 

The Document establishing that Order, the Charter of a future world civi- 
lization, which may be regarded in some of its features as supplementary to no 
less weighty a Book than the Kitáb-i-Aqdas; signed and sealed by 'Abdu' l-Bahá; 
entirely written with His own hand; its first section composed during one of the 
darkest periods of His incarceration in the prison-fortress of “Akká, proclaims, 
categorically and unequivocally, the fundamental beliefs of the followers of the 
Faith of Bahá'u'lláh; reveals, in unmistakable language, the twofold character of 
the Mission of the Bab; discloses the full station of the Author of the Bahá'í 
Revelation; asserts that “all others are servants unto Him and do His bidding”; 
stresses the importance of the Kitáb-i-Aqdas; establishes the institution of the 
Guardianship as a hereditary office and outlines its essential functions; provides 
the measures for the election of the International House of Justice, defines its 
scope and sets forth its relationship to that Institution; prescribes the obliga- 
tions, and emphasizes the responsibilities, of the Hands of the Cause of God; 
and extolls the virtues of the indestructible Covenant established by Bahá'u'lláh. 
That Document, furthermore, lauds the courage and constancy of the supporters 
of Bahá'u'lláh's Covenant; expatiates on the sufferings endured by its appointed 
Center; recalls the infamous conduct of Mírzá Yahyá and his failure to heed the 
warnings of the Báb; exposes, in a series of indictments, the perfidy and rebel- 
lion of Mírzá Muhammad- Alí, and the complicity of his son Shu'á'u'lláh and of 
his brother Mírzá Badf'u'lláh; reaffirms their excommunication, and predicts the 
frustration of all their hopes; summons the Afnán (the Báb's kindred), the Hands 
of the Cause and the entire company of the followers of Bahá'u'lláh to arise unit- 
edly to propagate His Faith, to disperse far and wide, to labor tirelessly and to 
follow the heroic example of the Apostles of Jesus Christ; warns them against 
the dangers of association with the Covenant-breakers, and bids them shield the 
Cause from the assaults of the insincere and the hypocrite; and counsels them to 
demonstrate by their conduct the universality of the Faith they have espoused, 
and vindicate its high principles. In that same Document its Author reveals the 
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significance and purpose of the Huqúqu'lláh (Right of God), already instituted 
in the Kitáb-i-Aqdas; enjoins submission and fidelity towards all monarchs who 
are just; expresses His longing for martyrdom, and voices His prayers for the 
repentance as well as the forgiveness of His enemies. . . . 

No sooner had the provisions of that Divine Charter, delineating the features 
of the Administrative Order of the Faith of Bahá'u'lláh been disclosed to His 
followers than they set about erecting, upon the foundations which the lives of 
the heroes, the saints and martyrs of that Faith had laid, the first stage of the 
framework of its administrative institutions. 

—Shoghi Effendi, God Passes By, pp. 325—330 


11.2 The Tablets of the Divine Plan: Charter for the American 
Believers 


O ye real Bahá ís of America:... 

The range of your future achievements still remains undisclosed. I fervently 
hope that in the near future the whole earth may be stirred and shaken by the 
results of your achievements. The hope, therefore, which ‘Abdu’l-Baha cherishes 
for you is that the same success which has attended your efforts in America may 
crown your endeavors in other parts of the world, that through you the fame 
of the Cause of God may be diffused throughout the East and the West and 
the advent of the Kingdom of the Lord of Hosts be proclaimed in all the five 
continents of the globe.... 

O that I could travel, even though on foot and in the utmost poverty, to these 
regions, and, raising the call of “Ya-Bahá'u'l-Abhá" in cities, villages, mountains, 
deserts and oceans, promote the divine teachings! This, alas, I cannot do. How 
intensely I deplore it! Please God, ye may achieve it. . . . 

O ye Apostles of Bahá'u'lláh! May my life be sacrificed for you! 

The Blessed Person of the Promised One is interpreted in the Holy Book as 
the Lord of Hosts—the heavenly armies. By heavenly armies those souls are 
intended who are entirely freed from the human world, transformed into celestial 
spirits and have become divine angels. Such souls are the rays of the Sun of 
Reality who will illumine all the continents. Each one is holding in his hand a 
trumpet, blowing the breath of life over all the regions. They are delivered from 
human qualities and the defects of the world of nature, are characterized with 
the characteristics of God, and are attracted with the fragrances of the Merciful. 
Like unto the apostles of Christ, who were filled with Him, these souls also have 
become filled with His Holiness Bahá'u'lláh; that is, the love of Bahá'u'lláh has 
so mastered every organ, part and limb of their bodies, as to leave no effect from 
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the promptings of the human world.... 

Any soul from among the believers of Bahá'u'lláh who attains to this station 
will become known as the Apostle of Bahá'u'lláh. Therefore strive ye with heart 
and soul so that ye may reach this lofty and exalted position, be established on 
the throne of everlasting glory, and crown your heads with the shining diadem of 
the Kingdom, whose brilliant jewels may irradiate upon centuries and cycles. 

To attain to this supreme station is, however, dependent on the realization of 
certain conditions: 

The first condition is firmness in the Covenant of God. For the power of the 
Covenant will protect the Cause of Bahá'u'lláh from the doubts of the people of 
error. It is the fortified fortress of the Cause of God and the firm pillar of the 
religion of God. Today no power can conserve the oneness of the Baha’i world 
save the Covenant of God; otherwise differences like unto a most great tempest 
will encompass the Bahá'í world. It is evident that the axis of the oneness of 
the world of humanity is the power of the Covenant and nothing else. Had the 
Covenant not come to pass, had it not been revealed from the Supreme Pen 
and had not the Book of the Covenant, like unto the ray of the Sun of Reality, 
illuminated the world, the forces of the Cause of God would have been utterly 
scattered and certain souls who were the prisoners of their own passions and lusts 
would have taken into their hands an axe, cutting the root of this Blessed Tree. 
Every person would have pushed forward his own desire and every individual 
aired his own opinion!... Therefore, in the beginning the believers must make 
their steps firm in the Covenant so that the confirmations of Bahá'u'lláh may 
encircle them from all sides, the cohorts of the Supreme Concourse may become 
their supporters and helpers, and the exhortations and advices of “Abdu 1-Bahá, 
like unto the pictures engraved on stone, may remain permanent and ineffaceable 
in the tablets of all hearts. 

The second condition: Fellowship and love amongst the believers. The divine 
friends must be attracted to and enamored of each other and ever be ready and 
willing to sacrifice their own lives for each other. Should one soul from amongst 
the believers meet another, it must be as though a thirsty one with parched 
lips has reached to the fountain of the water of life, or a lover has met his true 
beloved. For one of the greatest divine wisdoms regarding the appearance of 
the holy Manifestations is this: The souls may come to know each other and 
become intimate with each other; the power of the love of God may make all of 
them the waves of one sea, the flowers of one rose garden, and the stars of one 
heaven. This is the wisdom for the appearance of the holy Manifestations! When 
the most great bestowal reveals itself in the hearts of the believers, the world of 
nature will be transformed, the darkness of the contingent being will vanish, and 
heavenly illumination will be obtained. Then the whole world will become the 
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Paradise of Abhá, every one of the believers of God will become a blessed tree, 
producing wonderful fruits. 

O ye friends! Fellowship, fellowship! Love, love! Unity, unity!—so that the 
power of the Bahá'í Cause may appear and become manifest in the world of 
existence. My thoughts are turned towards you, and my heart leaps within me 
at your mention. Could ye know how my soul glows with your love, so great 
a happiness would flood your hearts as to cause you to become enamored with 
each other. 

The third condition: Teachers must continually travel to all parts of the 
continent, nay, rather, to all parts of the world, but they must travel like ‘Abdu’l- 
Bahá, who journeyed throughout the cities of America. He was sanctified and 
free from every attachment and in the utmost severance. Just as His Holiness 
Christ says: Shake off the very dust from your feet.!". . . 

The aim is this: The intention of the teacher must be pure, his heart in- 
dependent, his spirit attracted, his thought at peace, his resolution firm, his 
magnanimity exalted and in the love of God a shining torch. Should he become 
as such, his sanctified breath will even affect the rock; otherwise there will be 
no result whatsoever. As long as a soul is not perfected, how can he efface the 
defects of others? Unless he is detached from aught else save God, how can he 
teach severance to others? 

In short, O ye believers of God! Endeavor ye, so that you may take hold of 
every means in the promulgation of the religion of God and the diffusion of the 
fragrances of God. 

— Abdu --Bahá, excerpts from The Tablets of the Divine Plan 


That same impulse was markedly accelerated when the Center of the Covenant 
Himself, through a series of successive acts, chose to disclose, to an unprecedented 
extent, the character of the Mission reserved for the followers of Bahá'u'lláh 
in that continent, and to delineate the tasks whereby that God-given design 
was to be fulfilled. No sooner had He mounted the helm of the Faith than He 
unmistakably revealed to His followers His purpose of making the establishment 
of that Faith in the West, and particularly in the New World, one of the chief 
objectives of His ministry. No sooner had that great feat been accomplished than 
He undertook to visit those centers which His disciples had labored to establish, 
and, through a number of symbolic acts and weighty pronouncements, to pave the 
way for the inauguration of the collective undertaking He was preparing those 
disciples to carry out. In the Tablets of the Divine Plan, revealed at a later 
stage, and in circumstances almost as critical as those which had accompanied 
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the inception of the Faith in the West, and which may be designated as the 
Charter of the Plan with which He was to entrust them in the evening of His life, 
He, in a language still more graphic and in terms more definite than those used 
by either the Báb or Bahá'u'lláh, revealed the high distinction and the glorious 
work which America, and particularly the United States and Canada, was to 
achieve in both the Formative and Golden Ages of the Bahá'í Dispensation. 

His references to the “extraordinary brilliancy” of the light which His Father's 
Revelation was to shed in the West; His prediction that “the West will have re- 
placed the East” “through the splendor” of that Faith; His specific prophecies re- 
garding the future of the American continent, as the “land wherein the splendors 
of His light shall be revealed" and “the mysteries of His Faith shall be unveiled," 
and which “will lead all nations spiritually”; His even more specific tribute to 
the Great Republic of the West which He proclaims to be “worthy of being the 
first to build the Tabernacle of the Most Great Peace and proclaim the oneness 
of mankind,” to be “equipped and empowered to accomplish that which will 
adorn the pages of history, to become the envy of the world, and be blest in both 
the East and the West”; His yet more startling words addressed to the followers 
of the Faith in that Republic, referring to them as “apostles of Bahá'u'lláh," 
characterizing their mission as “unspeakably glorious,” and assuring them that 
“should success crown your enterprise. .. the throne of the Kingdom of God will, 
in the plenitude of its majesty and glory, be firmly established"; and finally, His 
soul-stirring assertion that “the moment this Divine Message is carried forward 
by the American believers from the shores of America, and is propagated through 
the continents of Europe, of Asia, of Africa and of Australasia, and as far as the 
islands of the Pacific, this community will find itself securely established upon 
the throne of an everlasting dominion," and that “the whole earth" will “resound 
with the praises of its majesty and greatness" —all these, in conjunction with the 
explicit and detailed instructions embodied in His Tablets, in connection with 
the execution of their mission, may be regarded as having fixed the pattern, and 
revealed a measure of the glory, of the Plan itself, which, after His ascension, was 
to be collectively and formally prosecuted. 

—Shoghi Effendi, Messages to America, p. 91-92 
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12 


Visions of the Future 


All we can reasonably venture to attempt is to strive to obtain a glimpse of 
the first streaks of the promised Dawn that must, in the fullness of time, chase 
away the gloom that has encircled humanity. 

—Shoghi Effendi, The World Order of Bahá’u’lláh, p. 35 


12.1 Stages of the Human Race 


The long ages of infancy and childhood, through which the human race had 
to pass, have receded into the background. Humanity is now experiencing the 
commotions invariably associated with the most turbulent stage of its evolution, 
the stage of adolescence, when the impetuosity of youth and its vehemence reach 
their climax, and must gradually be superseded by the calmness, the wisdom, 
and the maturity that characterize the stage of manhood. Then will the human 
race reach that stature of ripeness which will enable it to acquire all the powers 
and capacities upon which its ultimate development must depend. 

Unification of the whole of mankind is the hall-mark of the stage which human 
society is now approaching. Unity of family, of tribe, of city-state, and nation 
have been successively attempted and fully established. World unity is the goal 
towards which a harassed humanity is striving. Nation-building has come to an 
end. The anarchy inherent in state sovereignty is moving towards a climax. A 
world, growing to maturity, must abandon this fetish, recognize the oneness and 
wholeness of human relationships, and establish once for all the machinery that 
can best incarnate this fundamental principle of its life. 

—Shoghi Effendi, The World Order of Baha’u’llah, p. 202 


The Great Peace towards which people of good will throughout the centuries 
have inclined their hearts, of which seers and poets for countless generations 
have expressed their vision, and for which from age to age the sacred scriptures 
of mankind have constantly held the promise, is now at long last within the reach 
of the nations. For the first time in history it is possible for everyone to view the 
entire planet, with all its myriad diversified peoples, in one perspective. World 
peace is not only possible but inevitable. It is the next stage in the evolution of 
this planet—in the words of one great thinker, “the planetization of mankind”. 

—The Universal House of Justice, The Promise of World Peace 
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12.2 Seven Candles of Unity 


'Abdu'l-Bahá Himself elucidates this truth in one of His Tablets: “In cycles 
gone by, though harmony was established, yet, owing to the absence of means, the 
unity of all mankind could not have been achieved. Continents remained widely 
divided, nay even among the peoples of one and the same continent association 
and interchange of thought were well-nigh impossible. Consequently intercourse, 
understanding and unity amongst all the peoples and kindreds of the earth were 
unattainable. In this day, however, means of communication have multiplied, 
and the five continents of the earth have virtually merged into one.... In like 
manner all the members of the human family, whether peoples or governments, 
cities or villages, have become increasingly interdependent. For none is self- 
sufficiency any longer possible, inasmuch as political ties unite all peoples and 
nations, and the bonds of trade and industry, of agriculture and education, are 
being strengthened every day. Hence the unity of all mankind can in this day be 
achieved. Verily this is none other but one of the wonders of this wondrous age, 
this glorious century. Of this past ages have been deprived, for this century—the 
century of light—has been endowed with unique and unprecedented glory, power 
and illumination. Hence the miraculous unfolding of a fresh marvel every day. 
Eventually it will be seen how bright its candles will burn in the assemblage of 
man.” 

“Behold,” He further explains, “how its light is now dawning upon the world’s 
darkened horizon. The first candle is unity in the political realm, the early 
glimmerings of which can now be discerned. The second candle is unity of thought 
in world undertakings, the consummation of which will erelong be witnessed. The 
third candle is unity in freedom which will surely come to pass. The fourth candle 
is unity in religion which is the cornerstone of the foundation itself, and which, by 
the power of God, will be revealed in all its splendor. The fifth candle is the unity 
of nations—a unity which, in this century, will be securely established, causing 
all the peoples of the world to regard themselves as citizens of one common 
fatherland. The sixth candle is unity of races, making of all that dwell on earth 
peoples and kindreds of one race. The seventh candle is unity of language, i.e., the 
choice of a universal tongue in which all peoples will be instructed and converse. 
Each and every one of these will inevitably come to pass, inasmuch as the power 
of the Kingdom of God will aid and assist in their realization.” 

“One of the great events," ‘Abdu’l-Baha has, in His “Some Answered Ques- 
tions,” affirmed, “which is to occur in the Day of the manifestation of that 
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Incomparable Branch [Bahá’u’lláh] is the hoisting of the Standard of God among 
all nations. By this is meant that all nations and kindreds will be gathered 
together under the shadow of this Divine Banner, which is no other than the 
Lordly Branch itself, and will become a single nation. Religious and sectarian 
antagonism, the hostility of races and peoples, and differences among nations, 
will be eliminated. All men will adhere to one religion, will have one common 
faith, will be blended into one race, and become a single people. All will dwell 
in one common fatherland, which is the planet itself." 

This is the stage which the world is now approaching, the stage of world unity, 
which, as ‘Abdu’]-Baha assures us, will, in this century, be securely established. 
“The Tongue of Grandeur,” Bahá'u'lláh Himself affirms, “hath...in the Day of 
His Manifestation proclaimed: ‘It is not his to boast who loveth his country, 
but it is his who loveth the world.’” “Through the power,” He adds, “released 
by these exalted words He hath lent a fresh impulse, and set a new direction, 
to the birds of men’s hearts, and hath obliterated every trace of restriction and 
limitation from God’s Holy Book.” 

—Shoghi Effendi, The Promised Day is Come, pp. 125-126 


12.3 World Commonwealth 


Few will fail to recognize that the Spirit breathed by Bahá'u'lláh upon the 
world, and which is manifesting itself with varying degrees of intensity through 
the efforts consciously displayed by His avowed supporters and indirectly through 
certain humanitarian organizations, can never permeate and exercise an abiding 
influence upon mankind unless and until it incarnates itself in a visible Order, 
which would bear His name, wholly identify itself with His principles, and func- 
tion in conformity with His laws. That Bahá'u'lláh in His Book of Aqdas, and 
later 'Abdu' l-Bahá in His Will—a document which confirms, supplements, and 
correlates the provisions of the Aqdas—have set forth in their entirety those es- 
sential elements for the constitution of the world Bahá'í Commonwealth, no one 
who has read them will deny. According to these divinely-ordained administrative 
principles, the Dispensation of Bahá'u'lláh—the Ark of human salvation—must 
needs be modeled. From them, all future blessings must flow, and upon them its 
inviolable authority must ultimately rest. 

For Bahá'u'lláh, we should readily recognize, has not only imbued mankind 
with a new and regenerating Spirit. He has not merely enunciated certain uni- 
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versal principles, or propounded a particular philosophy, however potent, sound 
and universal these may be. In addition to these He, as well as ‘Abdu’l-Baha 
after Him, has, unlike the Dispensations of the past, clearly and specifically laid 
down a set of Laws, established definite institutions, and provided for the es- 
sentials of a Divine Economy. These are destined to be a pattern for future 
society, a supreme instrument for the establishment of the Most Great Peace, 
and the one agency for the unification of the world, and the proclamation of the 
reign of righteousness and justice upon the earth. Not only have they revealed 
all the directions required for the practical realization of those ideals which the 
Prophets of God have visualized, and which from time immemorial have inflamed 
the imagination of seers and poets in every age. They have also, in unequivocal 
and emphatic language, appointed those twin institutions of the House of Jus- 
tice and of the Guardianship as their chosen Successors, destined to apply the 
principles, promulgate the laws, protect the institutions, adapt loyally and in- 
telligently the Faith to the requirements of progressive society, and consummate 
the incorruptible inheritance which the Founders of the Faith have bequeathed 
to the world. 
—Shoghi Effendi, The World Order of Bahá’u’lláh, p. 19 


To the general character, the implications and features of this world com- 
monwealth, destined to emerge, sooner or later, out of the carnage, agony, and 
havoc of this great world convulsion, I have already referred in my previous com- 
munications. Suffice it to say that this consummation will, by its very nature, 
be a gradual process, and must, as Bahá'u'lláh has Himself anticipated, lead at 
first to the establishment of that Lesser Peace which the nations of the earth, 
as yet unconscious of His Revelation and yet unwittingly enforcing the general 
principles which He has enunciated, will themselves establish. This momentous 
and historic step, involving the reconstruction of mankind, as the result of the 
universal recognition of its oneness and wholeness, will bring in its wake the spir- 
itualization of the masses, consequent to the recognition of the character, and the 
acknowledgment of the claims, of the Faith of Bahá'u'lláh—the essential condi- 
tion to that ultimate fusion of all races, creeds, classes, and nations which must 
signalize the emergence of His New World Order. 

Then will the coming of age of the entire human race be proclaimed and 
celebrated by all the peoples and nations of the earth. Then will the banner 
of the Most Great Peace be hoisted. Then will the worldwide sovereignty of 
Bahá'u'lláh—the Establisher of the Kingdom of the Father foretold by the Son, 
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and anticipated by the Prophets of God before Him and after Him—be rec- 
ognized, acclaimed, and firmly established. Then will a world civilization be 
born, flourish, and perpetuate itself, a civilization with a fullness of life such 
as the world has never seen nor can as yet conceive. Then will the Everlasting 
Covenant be fulfilled in its completeness. Then will the promise enshrined in all 
the Books of God be redeemed, and all the prophecies uttered by the Prophets 
of old come to pass, and the vision of seers and poets be realized. Then will 
the planet, galvanized through the universal belief of its dwellers in one God, 
and their allegiance to one common Revelation, mirror, within the limitations 
imposed upon it, the effulgent glories of the sovereignty of Bahá'u'lláh, shining 
in the plenitude of its splendor in the Abha Paradise, and be made the footstool 
of His Throne on high, and acclaimed as the earthly heaven, capable of fulfilling 
that ineffable destiny fixed for it, from time immemorial, by the love and wisdom 
of its Creator. 

Not ours, puny mortals that we are, to attempt, at so critical a stage in the 
long and checkered history of mankind, to arrive at a precise and satisfactory 
understanding of the steps which must successively lead a bleeding humanity, 
wretchedly oblivious of its God, and careless of Bahá'u'lláh, from its calvary 
to its ultimate resurrection. Not ours, the living witnesses of the all-subduing 
potency of His Faith, to question, for a moment, and however dark the misery 
that enshrouds the world, the ability of Bahá'u'lláh to forge, with the hammer 
of His Will, and through the fire of tribulation, upon the anvil of this travailing 
age, and in the particular shape His mind has envisioned, these scattered and 
mutually destructive fragments into which a perverse world has fallen, into one 
single unit, solid and indivisible, able to execute His design for the children of 
men. 

Ours rather the duty, however confused the scene, however dismal the present 
outlook, however circumscribed the resources we dispose of, to labor serenely, 
confidently, and unremittingly to lend our share of assistance, in whichever way 
circumstances may enable us, to the operation of the forces which, as marshaled 
and directed by Bahá'u'lláh, are leading humanity out of the valley of misery and 
shame to the loftiest summits of power and glory. 

—Shoghi Effendi, The Promised Day is Come, pp. 128-130 
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12.4 Greatness of This Revelation 


And when the appointed hour hath struck, do Thou, by the leave of God, 
the All-Wise, reveal from the heights of the Most Lofty and Mystic Mount a 
faint, an infinitesimal glimmer of Thy impenetrable Mystery, that they who have 
recognized the radiance of the Sinaic Splendor may faint away and die as they 
catch a lightening glimpse of the fierce and crimson Light that envelops Thy 
Revelation. 

— The Bab, The World Order of Bahá’u’lláh, p. 101 


Know of a certainty that in every Dispensation the light of Divine Revelation 
has been vouchsafed to men in direct proportion to their spiritual capacity. Con- 
sider the sun. How feeble its rays the moment it appears above the horizon. How 
gradually its warmth and potency increase as it approaches its zenith, enabling 
meanwhile all created things to adapt themselves to the growing intensity of its 
light. How steadily it declines until it reaches its setting point. Were it, all of 
a sudden, to manifest the energies latent within it, it would, no doubt, cause 
injury to all created things.... In like manner, if the Sun of Truth were suddenly 
to reveal, at the earliest stages of its manifestation, the full measure of the po- 
tencies which the providence of the Almighty has bestowed upon it, the earth 
of human understanding would waste away and be consumed; for men’s hearts 
would neither sustain the intensity of its revelation, nor be able to mirror forth 
the radiance of its light. Dismayed and overpowered, they would cease to exist. 

—Bahá'u'lláh, The World Order of Bahá’u’lláh, p. 59 


Through the movement of Our Pen of glory We have, at the bidding of the 
omnipotent Ordainer, breathed a new life into every human frame and instilled 
into every word a fresh potency. All created things proclaim the evidences of 
this world-wide regeneration.... This is the most great, the most joyful tidings 
imparted by the pen of this wronged One to mankind. ... How great is the Cause! 
How staggering the weight of its message! This is the Day of which it hath been 
said: ‘O my son! verily God will bring everything to light though it were but the 
weight of a grain of mustard seed, and hidden in a rock, or in the heavens or in the 
earth; for God is subtile, informed of all....’ By the righteousness of the one true 
God! If one speck of a jewel be lost and buried beneath a mountain of stones, and 
lie hidden beyond the seven seas, the Hand of Omnipotence will assuredly reveal 
it in this day, pure and cleansed from dross.... He that partaketh of the waters of 
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My Revelation will taste all the incorruptible delights ordained by God from the 
beginning that hath no beginning to the end that hath no end.... Every single 
letter proceeding from Our mouth is endowed with such regenerative power as 
to enable it to bring into existence a new creation—a creation the magnitude of 
which is inscrutable to all save God. He verily hath knowledge of all things.... It 
is in Our power, should We wish it, to enable a speck of floating dust to generate, 
in less than the twinkling of an eye, suns of infinite, of unimaginable splendor, 
to cause a dewdrop to develop into vast and numberless oceans, to infuse into 
every letter such a force as to empower it to unfold all the knowledge of past and 
future ages.... We are possessed of such power which, if brought to light, will 
transmute the most deadly of poisons into a panacea of unfailing efficacy.... 

Such is the station ordained for the true believer that if to an extent smaller 
than a needle’s eye the glory of that station were to be unveiled to mankind, 
every beholder would be consumed away in his longing to attain it. For this 
reason it hath been decreed that in this earthly life the full measure of the glory 
of his own station should remain concealed from the eyes of such a believer.... If 
the veil be lifted and the full glory of the station of those who have turned wholly 
towards God, and in their love for Him renounced the world, be made manifest, 
the entire creation would be dumbfounded. 

—Bahá'u'lláh, The World Order of Bahá’u’lláh, pp. 107—108 


Centuries, nay ages, must pass away ere the Day-Star of Truth shineth again 
in its mid-summer splendor, or appeareth once more in the radiance of its vernal 
glory... How thankful must we be for having been made in this Day the recipients 
of so overwhelming a favor! Would that we had ten thousand lives that we might 
lay them down in thanksgiving for so rare a privilege, so high an attainment, so 
priceless a bounty!... The mere contemplation of the Dispensation inaugurated 
by the Blessed Beauty would have sufficed to overwhelm the saints of bygone 
ages—saints who longed to partake for one moment of its great glory.... The 
holy ones of past ages and centuries have, each and all, yearned with tearful eyes 
to live, though for one moment, in the Day of God. Their longings unsatisfied, 
they repaired to the Great Beyond. How great, therefore, is the bounty of the 
Abha Beauty Who, notwithstanding our utter unworthiness, hath through His 
grace and mercy breathed into us in this divinely-illumined century the spirit 
of life, hath gathered us beneath the standard of the Beloved of the world, and 
chosen to confer upon us a bounty for which the mighty ones of bygone ages had 
craved in vain.... The souls of the well-favored among the concourse on high, the 
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sacred dwellers of the most exalted Paradise, are in this day filled with burning 
desire to return unto this world, that they may render such service as lieth in 
their power to the threshold of the Abhá Beauty.... 

The effulgence of God's splendrous mercy hath enveloped the peoples and 
kindreds of the earth, and the whole world is bathed in its shining glory... The 
day will soon come when the light of Divine unity will have so permeated the 
East and the West that no man dare any longer ignore it.... Now in the world 
of being the Hand of divine power hath firmly laid the foundations of this all- 
highest bounty and this wondrous gift. Whatsoever is latent in the innermost 
of this holy cycle shall gradually appear and be made manifest, for now is but 
the beginning of its growth and the dayspring of the revelation of its signs. Ere 
the close of this century and of this age, it shall be made clear and evident how 
wondrous was that springtide and how heavenly was that gift!... 

The station which he who hath truly recognized this Revelation will attain is 
the same as the one ordained for such prophets of the house of Israel as are not 
regarded as Manifestations ‘endowed with constancy.'... 

Concerning the Manifestations that will come down in the future ‘in the 
shadows of the clouds,’ know verily that in so far as their relation to the source 
of their inspiration is concerned they are under the shadow of the Ancient Beauty. 
In their relation, however, to the age in which they appear, each and every one 
of them ‘doeth whatsoever He willeth.'... 

O my friend! The undying Fire which the Lord of the Kingdom hath kindled 
in the midst of the holy Tree is burning fiercely in the midmost heart of the 
world. The conflagration it will provoke will envelop the whole earth. Its blazing 
flames will illuminate its peoples and kindreds. All the signs have been revealed; 
every prophetic allusion hath been manifested. Whatever hath been enshrined 
in all the Scriptures of the past hath been made evident. To doubt or hesitate is 
no more possible... Time is pressing. The Divine Charger is impatient, and can 
tarry no longer. Ours is the duty to rush forward and, ere it is too late, win the 
victory.... What more shall I say? What else can my pen recount? So loud is 
the call that reverberates from the Abhá Kingdom that mortal ears are well-nigh 
deafened with its vibrations. The whole creation, methinks, is being disrupted 
and is bursting asunder through the shattering influence of the Divine summons 
issued from the throne of glory. More than this I cannot write. 

— Abdu'l-Bahá, The World Order of Bahá'u'lláh, pp. 110-112 
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13 “The Significance of the Covenant 


Reread also the passages concerning the Covenant in Sections 3.5, 4.5, 5.3, 5.4, 6.3, 8.2, 9.2, 
10.1, 11.1 and 11.2. 


13.1 Types of Covenants 


A Covenant in the religious sense is a binding agreement between God and 
man, whereby God requires of man certain behaviour in return for which He 
guarantees certain blessings, or whereby He gives man certain bounties in return 
for which He takes from those who accept them an undertaking to behave in a 
certain way. There is, for example, the Greater Covenant which every Manifesta- 
tion of God makes with His followers, promising that in the fullness of time a new 
Manifestation will be sent, and taking from them the undertaking to accept Him 
when this occurs. There is also the Lesser Covenant that a Manifestation of God 
makes with His followers that they will accept His appointed successor after Him. 
If they do so, the Faith can remain united and pure, if not, the Faith becomes 
divided and its force spent. It is a Covenant of this kind that Bahá'u'lláh made 
with His followers regarding ‘Abdu’l-Baha and that ‘Abdu’l-Baha perpetuated 
through the Administrative Order. 

—The Universal House of Justice, The Covenant: Daily Readings from the 
Bahá í Teachings, p. 1 


13.2 Covenant Concerning Future Manifestations 


I am lost, O Love, possessed and dazed, 
Love’s fool am L in all the earth. 

They call me first among the crazed, 
Though I once came first for wit and worth. 
O Love, who sellest me this wine,'® 
O Love, for whom I burn and bleed, 


18This wine, Rúmí says elsewhere, comes from the jar of “Yea verily.” That is, it symbolizes the Primal 
Covenant established between God and man on the day of “Am I not your Lord?" On that day, the Creator 
summoned posterity out of the loins of Adam and said to the generations unborn, “Am I not your Lord?" 
Whereupon they answered, “Yea, verily, Thou art." Cf. Qur'án 7:171 
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Love, for whom I cry and pine— 
Thou the Piper, I the reed. 


If Thou wishest me to live, 
Through me blow Thy holy breath. 
The touch of Jesus Thou wilt give 
To me, who’ve lain an age in death. 


Thou, both End and Origin, 
Thou without and Thou within— 
From every eye Thou hidest well, 
And yet in every eye dost dwell. 


— Poem of Rimi quoted by ‘Abdu’l-Baha, Memorials of the Faithful, p. 30 


The revelation of the Divine Reality hath everlastingly been identical with 
its concealment and its concealment identical with its revelation. That which 
is intended by ‘Revelation of God’ is the Tree of divine Truth that betokeneth 
none but Him, and it is this divine Tree that hath raised and will raise up 
Messengers, and hath revealed and will ever reveal Scriptures. From eternity 
unto eternity this Tree of divine Truth hath served and will ever serve as the 
throne of the revelation and concealment of God among His creatures, and in 
every age is made manifest through whomsoever He pleaseth. At the time of 
the revelation of the Qur'án He asserted His transcendent power through the 
advent of Muhammad, and on the occasion of the revelation of the Bayan He 
demonstrated His sovereign might through the appearance of the Point of the 
Bayan, and when He Whom God shall make manifest will shine forth, it will be 
through Him that He will vindicate the truth of His Faith, as He pleaseth, with 
whatsoever He pleaseth and for whatsoever He pleaseth. He is with all things, 
yet nothing is with Him. He is not within a thing nor above it nor beside it. Any 
reference to His being established upon the throne implieth that the Exponent 
of His Revelation is established upon the seat of transcendent authority... 

—The Bab, Selections from the Writings of the Bab, pp. 112-113 


The Lord of the universe hath never raised up a prophet nor hath He sent 
down a Book unless He hath established His covenant with all men, calling for 
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their acceptance of the next Revelation and of the next Book; inasmuch as the 
outpourings of His bounty are ceaseless and without limit. 
— The Bab, Selections from the Writings of the Bab, p. 87 


With each and every Prophet Whom We have sent down in the past, We have 
established a separate Covenant concerning the Remembrance of God and His 
Day. Manifest, in the realm of glory and through the power of truth, are the 
Remembrance of God and His Day before the eyes of the angels that circle His 
mercy-seat. 

—The Bab, Selections from the Writings of the Bab, p. 68 


O My Friends! Call ye to mind that covenant ye have entered into with Me 
upon Mount Paran, situate within the hallowed precincts of Zaman. I have taken 
to witness the concourse on high and the dwellers in the city of eternity, yet now 
none do I find faithful unto the covenant. Of a certainty pride and rebellion have 
effaced it from the hearts, in such wise that no trace thereof remaineth. Yet 
knowing this, I waited and disclosed it not. 

—Baha’u’ll4h, The Hidden Words of Bahá'u'lláh #71 from the Arabic, 
pp. 46-47 


As for the reference in The Hidden Words regarding the Covenant entered into 
on Mount Párán, this signifieth that in the sight of God the past, the present and 
the future are all one and the same— whereas, relative to man, the past is gone 
and forgotten, the present is fleeting, and the future is within the realm of hope. 
And it is a basic principle of the Law of God that in every Prophetic Mission, He 
entereth into a Covenant with all believers—a Covenant that endureth until the 
end of that Mission, until the promised day when the Personage stipulated at the 
outset of the Mission is made manifest. Consider Moses, He Who conversed with 
God. Verily, upon Mount Sinai, Moses entered into a Covenant regarding the 
Messiah, with all those souls who would live in the day of the Messiah. And those 
souls, although they appeared many centuries after Moses, were nevertheless—so 
far as the Covenant, which is outside time, was concerned— present there with 
Moses. The Jews, however, were heedless of this and remembered it not, and 
thus they suffered a great and clear loss. 

— Abdu --Bahá, Selections from the Writings of 'Abdu' l-Bahá, p. 207 


His Holiness Abraham, on Him be peace, made a covenant concerning His 
Holiness Moses and gave the glad-tidings of His coming. His Holiness Moses 
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made a covenant concerning the Promised One, i.e. His Holiness Christ, and 
announced the good news of His Manifestation to the world. His Holiness Christ 
made a covenant concerning the Paraclete and gave the tidings of His coming. His 
Holiness the Prophet Muhammad made a covenant concerning His Holiness the 
Báb and the Báb was the One promised by Muhammad, íor Muhammad gave the 
tidings of His coming. The Báb made a Covenant concerning the Blessed Beauty 
of Bahá'u'lláh and gave the glad-tidings of His coming for the Blessed Beauty 
was the One promised by His Holiness the Báb. Bahá'u'lláh made a covenant 
concerning a promised One who will become manifest after one thousand or 
thousands of years. He likewise, with His Supreme Pen, entered into a great 
Covenant and Testament with all the Bahá'ís whereby they were all commanded 
to follow the Center of the Covenant after His departure, and turn not away even 
to a hair's breadth from obeying Him. 
—Abdu’l-Baha, Bahá'í World Faith, p. 358 


The Greater Covenant into which, as affirmed in His writings, God had, from 
time immemorial, entered, through the Prophets of all ages, with the whole of 
mankind, regarding the newborn Revelation, had already been fulfilled. It had 
now to be supplemented by a Lesser Covenant which He [the Bab] felt bound 
to make with the entire body of His followers concerning the One Whose advent 
He characterized as the fruit and ultimate purpose of His Dispensation. Such 
a Covenant had invariably been the feature of every previous religion. It had 
existed, under various forms, with varying degrees of emphasis, had always been 
couched in veiled language, and had been alluded to in cryptic prophecies, in 
abstruse allegories, in unauthenticated traditions, and in the fragmentary and 
obscure passages of the sacred Scriptures. In the Babi Dispensation, however, 
it was destined to be established in clear and unequivocal language, though not 
embodied in a separate document. Unlike the Prophets gone before Him, Whose 
Covenants were shrouded in mystery, unlike Bahá'u'lláh, Whose clearly defined 
Covenant was incorporated in a specially written Testament, and designated by 
Him as “the Book of My Covenant,” the Bab chose to intersperse His Book 
of Laws, the Persian Bayan, with unnumbered passages, some designedly ob- 
scure, mostly indubitably clear and conclusive, in which He fixes the date of the 
promised Revelation, extols its virtues, asserts its pre-eminent character, assigns 
to it unlimited powers and prerogatives, and tears down every barrier that might 
be an obstacle to its recognition. “He, verily,” Bahá'u'lláh, referring to the Bab 
in His Kitáb-i-Badí, has stated, “hath not fallen short of His duty to exhort the 
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people of the Bayán and to deliver unto them His Message. In no age or dispen- 
sation hath any Manifestation made mention, in such detail and in such explicit 
language, of the Manifestation destined to succeed Him.” 

—Shoghi Effendi, God Passes By, pp. 27-28 


Whoso layeth claim to a Revelation direct from God ere the expiration of 
a full thousand years, such a man is assuredly a lying imposter. We pray God 
that He may graciously assist him to retract and repudiate such claim. Should 
he repent, God will no doubt forgive him. If, however, he persists in his error, 
God will assuredly send down one who will deal mercilessly with him. Terrible 
indeed is God in punishing!... Whosoever interpreteth this verse otherwise than 
its obvious meaning is deprived of the Spirit of God and of His mercy which 
encompasseth all created things.... Should a man appear ere the lapse of a full 
thousand years—each year consisting of twelve months according to the Qur'án, 
and of nineteen months of nineteen days each, according to the Bayán— and if 
such a man reveal to your eyes all the signs of God, unhesitatingly reject him! 

—Bahá'u'lláh, The World Order of Bahá’u’lláh, p. 132 


13.3 Covenant of Bahá'u'lláh Concerning ‘Abdu’l-Baha 


“And there was seen in His temple the ark of His Testament" ?—that is to 
say, the Book of His Testament will appear in His Jerusalem, the Epistle of the 
Covenant? wil be established, and the meaning of the Testament and of the 
Covenant will become evident. The renown of God will overspread the East and 
West, and the proclamation of the Cause of God will fill the world. The violators 
of the Covenant will be degraded and dispersed, and the faithful cherished and 
glorified, for they cling to the Book of the Testament and are firm and steadfast 
in the Covenant. 

^And there were lightnings, and voices, and thunderings, and an earthquake, 
and great hail,” meaning that after the appearance of the Book of the Testament 
there will be a great storm, and the lightnings of the anger and the wrath of God 
will flash, the noise of the thunder of the violation of the Covenant will resound, 
the earthquake of doubts will take place, the hail of torments will beat upon the 


19Rev. 11:19 
20One of the works of Bahá'u'lláh, in which He expressly points to ‘Abdu’l-Baha as being the One to 
Whom all must turn after His death. 
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violators of the Covenant, and even those who profess belief will fall into trials 
and temptations. 
— Abdu'l-Bahá, Some Answered Questions, pp. 60-61 


“So firm and mighty is this Covenant,” He Who is its appointed Center has 
affirmed, “that from the beginning of time until the present day no religious 
Dispensation hath produced its like." “It is indubitably clear," He, furthermore, 
has stated, "that the pivot of the oneness of mankind is nothing else but the 
power of the Covenant." “Know thou," He has written, “that the ‘Sure Handle’ 
mentioned from the foundation of the world in the Books, the Tablets and the 
Scriptures of old is naught else but the Covenant and the Testament." And again: 
“The lamp of the Covenant is the light of the world, and the words traced by the 
Pen of the Most High a limitless ocean." “The Lord, the All-Glorified,” He has 
moreover declared, “hath, beneath the shade of the Tree of Anísá (Tree of Life), 
made a new Covenant and established a great Testament... Hath such a Covenant 
been established in any previous Dispensation, age, period or century? Hath such 
a Testament, set down by the Pen of the Most High, ever been witnessed? No, by 
God" And finally: “The power of the Covenant is as the heat of the sun which 
quickeneth and promoteth the development of all created things on earth. The 
light of the Covenant, in like manner, is the educator of the minds, the spirits, 
the hearts and souls of men.” To this same Covenant He has in His writings 
referred as the “Conclusive Testimony," the “Universal Balance," the *Magnet 
of God's grace,” the “Upraised Standard,” the “Irrefutable Testament,” “the all- 
mighty Covenant, the like of which the sacred Dispensations of the past have 
never witnessed” and “one of the distinctive features of this most mighty cycle.” 

Extolled by the writer of the Apocalypse as “the Ark of His (God) Testa- 
ment"; associated with the gathering beneath the “Tree of Anísá" (Tree of Life) 
mentioned by Bahá'u'lláh in the Hidden Words; glorified by Him, in other pas- 
sages of His writings, as the “Ark of Salvation” and as “the Cord stretched 
betwixt the earth and the Abhá Kingdom,” this Covenant has been bequeathed 
to posterity in a Will and Testament which, together with the Kitáb-i-Aqdas and 
several Tablets, in which the rank and station of ‘Abdu’l-Baha are unequivocally 
disclosed, constitute the chief buttresses designed by the Lord of the Covenant 
Himself to shield and support, after His ascension, the appointed Center of His 
Faith and the Delineator of its future institutions. 

—Shoghi Effendi, God Passes By, pp. 238-239 
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13.4 Power of the Covenant 


There is a power in this Cause—a mysterious power—far, far, far away from 
the ken of men and angels; that invisible power is the cause of all these outward 
activities. It moves the hearts. It rends the mountains. It administers the 
complicated affairs of the Cause. It inspires the friends. It dashes into a thousand 
pieces all the forces of opposition. It creates new spiritual worlds. This is the 
mystery of the Kingdom of Abhá! 

—‘Abdu’lBaha, The Covenant: Daily Readings from the Bahá'í Teachings, 
pp. 143-144 


This is that which hath descended from the realm of glory, uttered by the 
tongue of power and might, and revealed unto the Prophets of old. We have taken 
the inner essence thereof and clothed it in the garment of brevity, as a token of 
grace unto the righteous, that they may stand faithful unto the Covenant of God, 
may fulfill in their lives His trust, and in the realm of spirit obtain the gem of 
Divine virtue. 


—Bahá'u'lláh, The Hidden Words of Bahá'u'lláh, p. 3 


Today, the Lord of Hosts is the defender of the Covenant, the forces of the 
Kingdom protect it, heavenly souls tender their services, and heavenly angels 
promulgate and spread it broadcast. If it is considered with insight, it will be 
seen that all the forces of the universe, in the last analysis serve the Covenant. 
In the future it shall be made evident and manifest. 

— Abdu'l-Bahá, Selections from the Writings of ‘Abdu’l-Baha, p. 228 


O thou who art enamoured of the Covenant! The Blessed Beauty hath 
promised this servant that souls would be raised up who would be the very em- 
bodiments of guidance, and banners of the Concourse on high, torches of God’s 
oneness, and stars of His pure truth, shining in the heavens where God reigneth 
alone. They would give sight to the blind, and would make the deaf to hear; they 
would raise the dead to life. They would confront all the peoples of the earth, 
pleading their Cause with proofs of the Lord of the seven spheres. 

It is my hope that in His bounty He will soon raise up these souls, that His 
Cause may be exalted. The lodestone which will attract this grace is staunchness 
in the Covenant. Render thou thanks unto God that thou art firmest of the firm. 

O my God, aid Thou Thy servant to raise up the Word, and to refute what 
is vain and false, to establish the truth, to spread the sacred verses abroad, 
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reveal the splendours, and make the morning s light to dawn in the hearts of the 
righteous. 

Thou art verily the Generous, the Forgiving. 

— Abdu'l-Bahá, Selections from the Writings of ‘Abdu’l-Baha, p. 250 


Verily, I say unto thee, the Covenant of God and His Alliance is a Lamp 
diffusing lights from the Supreme Concourse unto the horizons of the earth and 
heaven. Whosoever hath this Divine Lamp before his face, his forehead shall 
glisten with manifest light and his speech shall take effect in all minds and spirits, 
and God shall assist him by the power which penetrateth the essences of things. 

—Abdu’l-Baha, Tablets of Abdul-Baha Abbas, p. 672 


O ye?! friends of God! 

Do ye know in what cycle ye are created and in what age ye exist? This is 
the age of the Blessed Perfection and this is the time of the Greatest Name! This 
is the century of the Manifestation, the age of the Sun of the Horizons and the 
beautiful springtime of His Holiness the Eternal One! 

The earth is in motion and growth; the mountains, hills and prairies are 
green and pleasant; the bounty is overflowing; the mercy universal; the rain is 
descending from the cloud of mercy; the brilliant Sun is shining; the full moon 
is ornamenting the horizon of ether; the great ocean-tide is flooding every little 
stream; the gifts are successive; the favors consecutive; and the refreshing breeze 
is blowing, wafting the fragrant perfume of the blossoms. Boundless treasure is 
in the hand of the King of Kings! Lift the hem of thy garment in order to receive 
it. 

If we are not happy and joyous at this season, for what other season shall we 
wait and for what other time shall we look? 

This is the time for growing; the season for joyous gathering! Take the cup 
of the Testament in thy hand; leap and dance with ecstasy in the triumphal 
procession of the Covenant! Lay your confidence in the everlasting bounty, turn 
to the presence of the generous God; ask assistance from the Kingdom of Abhá; 
seek confirmation from the Supreme World; turn thy vision to the horizon of 
eternal wealth; and pray for help from the Source of Mercy! 

Soon shall ye see the friends attaining their longed-for destination and pitching 
their tents, while we are but in the first day of our journey. 

—‘Abdu’lBaha, Tablets of Abdul-Baha Abbas, pp. 641-642 


21To the Samarkand, Russia, assembly. 
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